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Leadership
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Being one of the top international bestseller
of all times is not an easy spot to maintain,

taking into account changing cultures, socie
ties and times. But the Bible possesses this
rare quality, which enabled generation after
generation of readers to identify with its he-
roes and messages, and find in it answers,

uge and remedy.

There was, however, the issue of adaptatiot
different needs and literary tastes that affec
the interpretation of the Bible throughout the

ages. One of the most common and influent

PRAYER SCHEDULE

SHABBAT KORACH
24 Sivan / Friday, June 27th

Shaharith ... 6:30 am
Minhah & Arvith ..., 6:30 pm
Shabbat Candlelighting .............ccccco.... 7:51 pm
25 Sivan / Shabbat, June 28th
Shaharith ... 8:30 am
Minhah & Arvith ..., 7:30 pm
Motzei Shabbat................oooiiiiiiies 8:53 pm
26 Sivan / Sunday, June 29th
Shaharith ... 7:30 am
WEEKDAYS
Shaharith ... 6:30 am

SHABBAT HUKKAT
1 Tammuz / Friday, July 4th

Shaharith........coccviiiceee 6:30 am
Minhah & Arvith .............coooec e, 6:30 pm
Shabbat Candlelighting ...........cccccevvene. 7:51 pm

is the tendency of the late Second Temple pa=

riod sages to unearth the mysteries of the to the trend by identifying the anonymous pro-

anonymous characters of the Bible, which tagonists, usually tying them to other characters,

seems to have alienated some of that era’s who are mentioned by name. Such is the case of

synagogue-goers, who measured Torah rez the leaders of the civil rebellion against

ing or the sermon, against the tragedies anc Moses—Dathan and Abiram—whom the rabbis

comedies played in the adjacent Greek thee identified as the two Israelites confronted by

ter, and demanded the same level of interes Moses on the second day he ventured from the

and entertainment. (More recently, high royal palace to see his brethrens’ tribulations.

school students who had to read “Beowulf’

complained about how they wish they could When Moses approached the attacker, asking

have watched the recent movie as an altern him why he was beating his fellow Israelite, the

tive to the archaic, boring text.) man angrily responded: “Who appointed you a
judge? Are you planning to kill me as you did

One element that fascinated the ancient Je\ the Egyptian?”

ish theater aficionados was the wealth of de

tails and history attached to each character, This identification of the quarreling Israelites

which is so often missing in the laconic, ters with Dathan and Abiram undoubtedly adds an

language of the Torah. The rabbis responde continued on page 2




continued from page :the purity of his motives. The rabbinical nar-
element of continuity and familiarity to the stor rator ties loose ends and connects Moses’ re-
We almost expect to see those two at every hcsponse to the first confrontation, i.e. running
spot, as the rabbis in the Midrash most certain away to the desert, with the his response to
did. But it is problematic for several reasons. the last one, in which, already being in the po-

sition of leading the whole nation, he cannot

First, when God tells Moses to return to Egypt quit. | can just imagine that as the Rabbinical
He says that all those who sought to harm himtimes congregants went home after attending
are dead. If that includes Dathan and Abiram, services and hearing their rabbi dramatizing
how come they surface later, during the Korac these fateful encounters, they could not help
dispute? Moreover, in the quarrel story only or but think how this drama played ever so often
is defined as a wicked person, while the other in their lives and how they would rise to the
seems to be innocent, and if they are indeed occasion when meeting the challenge of peo-
Dathan and Abiram, both are wicked. Lastly, ple such as Dathan and Abiram.
naming these two defies the intention of the T¢
rah, which chose to leave them anonymous be Shabbat Shalom
cause their names are not essential to the narrat™ =

The answer to these questions is that the rabb
took the liberty, as playwrights, to introduce hi Shofar & Calendar
drama and a sense of continuity and familiarity are now accepting ads & informatior
to the Biblical text. Undoubtedly they based th for the 2008-09 editions.
interpretation of the original text on the facttthe
in both cases those who confronted Moses us
words derived from the Hebrew root S.R.R.
which means authority or rulership, and that th
accused Moses of seeking to rule and domina

them, replacing one rogue regime with anothe | pjease contact Selena Rojhani about
Calendar at selenadallal@gmail.con

Please contact Yvette Dabby at

ydabby@sbcglobal.net for the Shofa
Please send notice of life events such
births, weddings, graduations, etc.

Nothing could have offended Moses more, bei
sincere and genuinely concerned about his bre
ren’s suffering as he was. Moses could have
stayed in the palace and enjoyed royal privileg %
but he chose to commiserate with his brothers ® Norma & Sam Dabby Talmud Torah @
and indeed tried to save one of them by k|”|ng @ is now accepting app]ications for @
the Egyptian taskmaster. When his altruism wi @ 2008-09 School Year. 0
faced with such doubt and accusation, he abai® ko information or to register please contactcg
4
4
4
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doned his plans altogether and fled to the des(® office at 310.474.0559 or e-mail
which was to become his fortress of solitude u dafna@kahaljoseph.org

til God forced him to resume his mission and F
role of a leader.
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As the curtain draws, the audience of that ancg
Biblical play, in the new rabbinical rendition, 2
can identify with the characters. Moses is the §
hero, the leader who once and again is being §
confronted with the machinations of those whc
seek power for themselves by casting doubt 0§




In Memoriam
These anniversaries occur from Shabbat, the Shablat
the 25th of Sivan (June 28, 2008) to Shabbat,nte 2
of Tammuz (July 5, 2008). It is customary to light
memorial candle in the evening and donate tzedakgh.
Family members are encouraged to attend servides.

Sunday / 26 Sivan
Daniel ben Shimon Rojhani
Khadoory Hai ben Ezra

Monday / 27 Sivan
Abdallah Faraj Yoseph Isaac Yoseph
Maurice Moshe ben Avraham Mathalon

Tuesday / 28 Sivan
Aziz ben Daniel Pourati

Wednesday / 29 Sivan
Ezra ben Yaacov Jonah
Abraham ben Yehezkel Mashaal

Thursday / 30 Sivan
Ester bat Sofi

Friday / 1 Tammuz
Selina Jacobs
Ezra Yaacov Kemara
Moshe ben Abdullah
Lulu bat Simha
Abraham ben Isser Posmentier
Yitzhak ben Haim

Shabbat/ 2 Tammuz
Isaac Amron
Eugene Cornateanu
Simha bat Lulu
Meir ben Ezra Nathan

Refuah Shlemah
Please include these people in your prayers foitthea
Mazel bat Sulha Yaheskel ben Regina
Khayah Noa bat SaraMatilda Louisa
Victor ben Pauline Haim ben Mordechai
Shaul Chai Gavriel ben SaraPnina bat Esther
Shamuel Eliyahu ben Hannah

TORAH READINGS

Parashat Korachp. 638
Haftara p. 649




