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This week's Torah 
portion raises impor-
tant questions about 
what to look for in a 
marriage partner. 
Abraham sends his 
trusted servant 
Eliezer to find a wife 
for his son Yitzhak. 
The traditional expla-
nation of Eliezer's 
search is that the 
quality that he most 
seeks in a wife for 
Yitzhak is kindness 
(Hesed). While wait-
ing at the well he 
states the following, 
"Behold I am standing 
at the well and the 
women of the village 
shall come do draw 
water. And let it be 
that the maiden who I 
ask to draw her ves-
sel so I may drink and 
she says drink and 
also let your camels 
drink, she is the one 
that you (G-d) have 
proven to be for Yitz-

hak and through this I 
will know that you 
have performed kind-
ness to your servant" 
(Bereisheet 24:13-
14). From this pas-
sage it is abundantly 
clear that Eliezer is 
looking first and fore-
most for a woman 
who is kind. 
  
While this may be the 
traditional explanation 
of this passage I 
would like to add a 
subtle point to the 
story. If kindness was 
the main criteria then 
the continuation of 
the story is problem-
atic. The story contin-
ues to explain that 
moments after he  
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utters those words, 
his wish comes true. 
While standing at the 
well Rebecca, one of 
the maidens, fulfills 
his every word. In fact 
so accurate is her ful-
fillment of his words 
that we are told the 
following, "And the 
servant (Eliezer) ran 
towards her and said 
will you give me to 
drink from your ves-
sel. And she re-
sponded, drink and 
she quickly lowered 
her vessel and gave 
him to drink. And 
when he was finished 
she said, so I will do 
for your camels until 
they have all finished 
to drink. And she 
quickly lowered her 
vessel to the well to fill 
it and she ran back to 
the well to draw until 
she drew (water) for 
all the camels" 
(Bereisheet 24:17-20).  
  
As you can see she 
fulfills the wishes of 
Eliezer to the end. 
This is a dream come 
true for him. In fact 
she seems to do more 
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 than what he wished 
for. Not only does 
she give Eliezer and 
his camels to drink, 
she does it zealously, 
all the time running 
back and forth to the 
well. At this point we 
should have ex-
pected him to pro-
claim with absolute 
surety that G-d had 
given him a sign and 
that she was without 
a doubt the future 
wife of Yitzhak. After 
all she performed a 
great act of kindness 
and in the exact man-
ner that he had 
hoped for. 
  
Yet this is not what 
happens. The very 
next verse states, 
"And the man 
(Eliezer) wondered 
and waited to see if 
Hashem had made 
his journey success-
ful" (Bereisheet 
24:21). This verse 
seems to be very 
odd. After all he had 
received his sign. 
She fulfilled all the 
criteria he had asked 
for. She gave him to 
drink and then drew 
over and over again 
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water for all ten of his 
camels. What more 
did he need to know if 
she was the one? 
Why does he hesitate 
and delay wondering 
if his journey was  
successful?  
  
I think the key to un-
derstanding the story 
is the very next verse 
which states the fol-
lowing, "And it was 
when all the camels 
finished drinking, then 
the man took a gold 
nose ring and two 
bracelets for her 
hands of ten gold 
measures" 
(Bereisheet 24:21-22). 
Why does he wait un-
til all the camels have 
finished drinking? 
Why only then does 
he offer her some of the 
riches of her master? 
  
The "Seforno" was 
troubled by this ques-
tion and offers the fol-
lowing answer, "He 
(Eliezer) wanted to 
see if her kindness 
and zealousness 
would be on the side 
of purity and in the 
true fashion of kind-
ness, or whether it 

would be in the hopes 
of receiving a reward" 
(Seforno Bereisheet 
24:21).  
  
While it was true that 
Eliezer saw all of his 
signs fulfilled, there was 
still one unanswered 
question. What was the 
true motivation of Re-
becca in giving him and 
his camels to drink? 
Was it out of pure good-
ness or was she ex-
pecting something in 
return? Remember the 
story begins by explain-
ing that Eliezer came 
saddled with ten camels 
that were loaded with 
"All of his masters 
riches" (Bereisheet 
24:10). Those camels 
loaded with riches 
would be a red herring 
to see what the women 
who came to draw wa-
ter were really after. 
  
When Rebecca finishes 
giving Eliezer and all of 
his camels to drink, 
Eliezer needs to see 
one more thing. Indeed 
he waits and wonders 
what she will do next. 
Will she now send him 
a bill for her services? 
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Shabbat / 27 Heshvan  

Sumner Blank 
Nissim Rahamim Yaacov 

Yehoshua ben Moshe 
 

Sunday / 28 Heshvan  
Yeheskel Howard* 

Lulu at Salha* 
Shmoel ben Yoseph* 

 
Monday / 29 Heshvan  

Shaul ben Haim* 
Mary Saleh 

 
Wednesday / 1 Kislev  

Avraham ben Eliyahu Yitzchak 
Yoseph Hai ben Itzhak Yoseph 

Yehezkel ben Sion Zekaria 
  

Thursday/ 2 Kislev  
Doron ben Yosef Ironi 
Victoria bat Reuben* 

Aziza bat Farha 
Yehezkel ben Reuven 

D'loomy* 
 

Friday / 3 Kislev  
Rahel bat Salha Mattana  
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Learn Hebrew at Kahal Joseph! Rabbi Hagay Batzri will lead this informative and 
insightful class for beginning Hebrew learners. Reading and writing will be 
covered, as well as some conversation. The course starts in October and 

continues through December 2009. Appreciate our beautiful, poetic language in all its fullness-- 
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Learn the weekly Torah portion at Kahal Joseph!  Explore the secrets, 
paradoxes, and mysteries of the section of Torah read on Shabbat and 
deepen the meaning of every day. Familiarize yourself with the knowledge 
handed down from our forefathers beginning with Avraham.  
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Special  
Maccabees 
Basketball for Jewish  
People with Special Needs  
 

Starting Monday, November 16th free, 12-
week programs for boys/men or girls/women 
will begin at the Westside JCC. Classes are 
separated by gender. The Special Maccabees 
offers special needs athletes the chance to 
play with others and receive coaching from 
dedicated staff. The program starts Monday 
and takes place from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm at 
the Jewish Community Center located at 5870 
West Olympic Blvd. To sign up please call Jay 
Davies at 818-585-3257.��



Will she now expect something in return for her good deeds? Or will she simply go on with her 
business having performed a true act of kindness? Eliezer wanted to know what her motivation 
was for doing good.  
  
Only when the camels finish drinking and he sees that she does not ask for anything in return 
does he know that he has found a real woman of valor. Rebecca expects nothing in return and it 
is at this point that Eliezer knows that she is the one.  
  
This story teaches us that performing an act of kindness is not always enough. We must also 
check what our motivation is for performing the act. We must always aspire to make sure that 
our actions are as pure as we can make them. What we do must be done for the sake of heaven.  
  
This principal is so well stated in "Ethics of Our Fathers", where is says, "Do not be like servants 
who serve the master in order to receive a reward, rather be like servants who serve the master 
in order to not receive a reward and may the awe of heaven be upon you" (Ethics of Our Fathers 
1:3). It is this quality that Rebecca displays and because of this she merits to be one of the ma-
triarchs of the Jewish people.  
 
Wishing you all a Shabbat Shalom  
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