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Half a
Person

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
SEC Jerusalem

This week's Torah por-
tion " Terumah" intro-
duces us to the building
of the "Mishkan" or Tab-
ernacle. The "Mishkan"
was the portable Temple
used by the Jewish peo-
ple in the wilderness. It
would serve as the pro-
totype for Solomon's
Temple built many years
later. For most people it
is a rather technical To-
rah reading that concen-
trates on nitty gritty de-
tails. Architects and
builders may find
Perashat Terumah inter-
esting, but for the rest of
us it is a rather monoto-
nous portion. But G-d is
found in the details, and
a closer look at some of
the details reveals many
philosophical insights.

One of those insights
has to do with the

"Ark" (Aron) that housed
the "Tablets of the Law".
When describing the
building of the "Mishkan"
the "Ark" is the very first
item mentioned. It was
placed in the Holy of Ho-
lies smack in the heart of
the "Mishkan".

Because the "Ark"
housed the command-
ments our Rabbis asso-
ciate the "Ark" with the
study of Torah and with
the qualities that a student
of Torah and a Torah

scholar should
posses. That
question (what
are the qualities
of one who stud-
ies the Torah) is
one that should
concern all of
us. It should
concern us first
of all because
Judaism re-
quires every per-
son to study To-
rah. What quali-
ties do we want the To-
rah to impart on us? Is it
just knowledge we seek
when we study?

Secondly the survival of
Judaism has always
been dependent on Rab-
bis and teachers. They
are the ones who are
entrusted to communi-
cate the timeless values
of the Torah to congre-
gants and students. It is
therefore important to
understand what the
qualities of a teacher
and spiritual leader
should be. What quali-
ties should we come to
expect from those who
dedicate their lives to the
study and teaching of
the Torah?

The details of the "Ark"
provide us with some
clues to those questions.
One of the details that
stand's out is the dimen-
sions of the "Ark". The
Torah describes the
"Ark" in the following
way, "And you shall
make an Ark of Shittim

(Continued on page 2)

Prayer Schedule

Friday, February 19th
Minhah & Arbit 5:25 pm
Candle Lighting 5:22 pm

Saturday, February 20th
Shaharit 8:30 am
Minhah & Arbit 5:00 pm
Motzei Shabbat 6:26 pm

Sunday, February 21st
Shaharit 7:30 am
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class 8:30 am
Regular Classes 9:30 am
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Mon.-Thurs., February 22-25
Shaharit 6:30 am

Tuesday, February 23rd
Parasha Class 7:00 pm

(
Thursday, February 25th

Fast Begins 5:12 am
Fast Ends 6:26 pm

)
Friday, Febrnary 261h
Minhah & Arbit 5:30 pm
Candle Lighting 5:28 pm
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wood, its length will be
two cubits and a half,
and its width shall be a
cubit and a half, and its
height shall be a cubit and
a half" (Shemot 25:10).

Unlike the many other
objects built in the
"Mishkan", the "Ark's"
dimensions were in half
measures. For example
the very next object men-
tioned after the "Ark" was
the "Table" (Shulhan)
that held the "Show
Bread" (Lehem Hapa-
nim). It measured a full
two cubits in length and
one cubit in width. The
Table did not come in half
sizes. What is the signifi-
cance of the half meas-
ures regarding the "Ark"?

The half measure is men-
tioned elsewhere in the
Torah. Just last week we
read the special portion
of "Shekalim". In that por-
tion we read the obliga-
tion every Jew had to
donate a half shekel coin
(Mahasit Hashekel) to be
used as a way of count-
ing the people in a cen-
sus and for usage in the
"Mishkan". There too the
question is asked, why
was a half coin given?
Why didn't G-d simply
ask each person to give
a full shekel coin?

The answer is to remind
us that we are never
complete. By giving a
half coin the Torah was
reminding each person
that in life we must al-
ways view ourselves as

half a person. Why is it
important to see ourselves
this way? Because ac-
cording to the Torah the
refinement of character
begins with humility. By
recognizing that we are
never whole we are in-
spired and motivated to
grow. By realizing that we
are not complete we real-
ize that we are part of
something much greater
than ourselves. It is that
realization that motivates
us to marry, to study, to
help others, and to ac-
tively pursue community.
By seeing that we are half
we realize that without
each other we can never
become complete. That,
explain our Rabbis, is the
reason why in a Jewish
census every person
gives half a coin.

It is precisely that same
message the Torah
wanted to communicate to
us through the dimensions
of the "Ark". The "Ark",
that represents the study
of Torah and is symbolic
of the Torah scholar,
teaches us that the real
student of the Torah is the
one who displays humility.
The true Torah scholar is
not the one who gloats in
his wisdom, but rather the
one who realizes that his
knowledge is always lack-
ing and therefore seeks to
learn from others.

Our Rabbis make this
point in "Ethics of Our Fa-
ther" where they state the
following, "Who is a wise
person? One who learns
from all people"” (Pirkei
Avot 4:1). In Judaism

knowledge is never
enough. It must be ac-
companied by good char-
acter traits. The scholar
must be kind and com-
passionate; he must
have concern for others.
He must realize that no
matter how much he has
studied he is never more
than half way there. Like
everyone else the Torah
scholar must also under-
stand that he too is only
half a person. It is this
quality that every student
of the Torah must posses.
Like the "Ark" came in half
measurements, so do we.

There is a beautiful story
that is told about the late
Rabbi Kook (the first
Ashkenazi Rabbi of Is-
rael). He lived in Israel
just before the establish-
ment of the State of Is-
rael. He had many de-
tractors because of his
philosophy to reach out
to all Jews regardless of
their religious adherence.
His greatest detractor
was Rabbi Yosef Hayim
Zonnenfeld who was the
leader of the ultra Ortho-
dox community in Jeru-
salem. The two were
great Torah scholars
each one a leader of
their respective commu-
nities. But they were
locked in a bitter philoso-
phical dispute. A story is
told that once a young
man came knocking on
the door of Rav Kook.
The young man was en-
gaged to be married and
he came seeking the
blessing of the revered
Rabbi. Rav Kook was
also a Kohen and as

such was accustomed to
blessing the people. But
when the man asked
Rabbi Kook for his bless-
ing the Rabbi answered
as follows, "If it is the
blessing of a Kohen you
seek then you have come
to the proper place, but if
it is the blessing of a right-
eous Rabbi you seek then
go to the following ad-
dress". Rabbi Kook then
proceeded to write the
address on a piece of pa-
per and handed it to the
young man. The man went
to the address only to real-
ize that it was the home of
Rabbi Zonnenfeld. Rabbi
Kook possessed the qual-
ity of humility. He under-
stood that even his adver-
sary had a part to play in
building the Jewish nation.
He understood that his
way was not the only way
and that like everyone
else he was half a person.
He understood that to-
gether, and only together,
can we build the Jewish
people. Rabbi Kook em-
bodied what a true student
of the Torah should be.

Today arrogance surrounds
us. We have succeeded in
accomplishing so much
that we gloat in our
achievements. We live in
a narcissistic self centered
society. We hardly feel as
if we are only half a per-
son. But with so many re-
lationships floundering
and people feeling in-
creasingly lonely we may
all do well to learn from
the dimensions of the
"Ark". Indeed sometimes
half is better than whole.
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It is customary to light a me-
morial candle in the evening
and donate tzedakah. Family
members are encouraged to
attend services in honor of
their loved ones.

Shabbat / 6 Adar
Mazeltov bat Sara

Sunday / 7 Adar
Farha bat Hanina

Monday / 8 Adar
Avraham ben Yosef
Yaacov Binyamin Elias
David ben Yaacov Yehuda
Yehezkel
Itzhak ben Yaacov Yonah
Abraham Shlomo Naji ben Itz-
hak Yoseph
Yoachim David ben Micha
HaCohen

Tuesday / 9 Adar
Irena Stoler

Wednesday / 10 Adar
Masooda Aslan
Gala bat Masouda
Menashe ben Shlomo Reuven

Friday / 12 Adar
Dovid ben Chaim

Shabbat / 13 Adar
Esther HaMulkah bat Rahel
Yechiel Zvi ben Yitzhak
Koadad ben Yair

Yahrzeit names with asterisks
are missing contact informa-
tion for family members. To
update our database, please

call the office at 310.474.0559.
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is co-sponsored by
Rachel & Jeannot Acoca

in honor of
their new grandchild

> /0#BH

is co-sponsored by the
Kahal Joseph Community

in honor of
Our Shabbat Speaker
#66- 170#*#* D+-*6#70
Head of Shalbevet School

is sponsored in memory of

16+,% #/6 <((l

by
Janet Gaub & Family

#H#40# 5 #YH#
#,#40#Y  +,/B#
Hertz pages 325-336
#.Y# #
Hertz pages 336-338
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#66- #9#2 5

12 #i<,-
on the birth of
your twin sons

&*9 , #i/1#%-&*4
to the grandparents
and family

)

O/8# 5 "'844- T&T#
on the birth of

your daughter, Ilanit Ruhama

&*9,#4/1#h-&*4
to the grandparents
Rachel & Jeannot Acoca
Paulette & Mark Azoulay

)
#A*HE 2 8- 40;+%<-
on the birth of your son
Isaac Simon Ashkenazi

&*9,#h/1#%-&*4
to the grandparents
Tikva & Yoel Iny
Sarah & Yitschak Ashkenazi

+./#0 01+$#0
Please include these individuals in your prayers for healing:
Yonatan ben Alizah = Mazal Tov bat Sulha Mitana = Matilda Louisa -
Yaheskel ben Regina = Ayala bat Naomi = Khayah Noa bat Sara = Haim ben
Mordechai = Pnina bat Esther = Yosi ben Esther = Victor ben Latif = Ramah
Regina bat Farha = Aziza bat Sara = Merna bat Marsel -
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Bflkiﬂg for C()Hlmunity il Bashels KJ Purim Carnival

Volunteers
Than k You Please check in at the Photo Booth on
To all the women, men and kids who gave of their Sunday, February 21st
time last Sunday morning to bake for Kahal Jo- VOLUNTEERS are still needed to help with

seph’s community gift baskets or Mishloah Manot. setting up the carnival after Shabbat on

Annette Cohen Judy Lurie cleaning up on Sunday. For information
Vicky Cohen Doris Moshi contact molly@kahaljoseph.org
Yvette Dabby Rosy Nissan
Arlette Darwish Melanie Rosenberg '
Shohreh Elganian Aviva Sagi
EOUi-ZeEI;:-“aS (S):eltti 2erllrraf H786 *HA4-#*

avid Elias ole aaya * -
Flora Elisha Jennifer Shiri & 2 T >+
Kargn Qoldsmlth , W'd_ad Shir tfor sponsoring the cleaning of
Benjamin Goldsmith Katie Shovers , .
Rita Hanin Flexi Silpa Kahal Joseph’s Tallitim
Flossie Jacob Talmud Torah Class Il —our prayer shawls

& /61-40# -+ B8+*h &h-7+-* &  +8#44+,

If you have information regarding life events such as births, bar/bat mitzvahs, graduations, weddings, anniver-
saries or passings, please call Sarah in the synagogue office at 310.474.0559 and she will ensure that the informa-
tion reaches our editor. Please note that notices must be received by noon on Wednesday for inclusion in that
week’s issue of the Kol Mevasser newsletter.

+H, & +#

)

z7 %#, 720 +#- *, ¢ ﬁ % We now offer for donation the following Mitzvot on Shabbat: 7048 +70#1
, . « The opening of the ark where the Torahs are kept; #,2-*9 & 10+ +.+, & #0
Wouldn’t you like to #E: A, B ##BH) +.+, The lifting and showing of the Torah;
chant from the conclud- . #401-%0 The seventh aliya to the Torah who recites Kaddish; #4-,0'The last
ing section of the Torah ;i aliya to the Torah which includes the reading of the Haftara (which will be read by one

of the clergy unless member reading has been previously approved)

read every Shabbat—the
Haftarah? Reserve your

Since we count on your donations to the synagogue to keep our membership fees as

haftarah portion at low as they are, we suggest a minimum donation for all those who are called to the Torah of

310.474.0559. Then, $126 or multiples of $18 or $26. We appreciate your support. ¥Paid members may call the office
hedule f ith Saced to book the Mashlim or Maftir in advance, in memory of a departed relative. You will receive

schedule tme wi ace confirmation before Shabbat if you will receive the aliya or if there is a conflict. The member

& learn your haftarah may also reserve any other aliya in advance by calling the office. Non-members who are inter-

with authentic Baghdadi ested in aliyot should contact Sarah in the office to determine availability. Please call

ta'amim, Iraqi melodies 310.474.0559 between the hours of 11:00 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Thursday.

for Torah reading,.
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Hebrew translation by Rabbi Batzri, English Translation by D. Ezran
Hebrew Text & Transliteration may be found on page 5.

Hashem, Master of all worlds

You are the King, the King of kings
Your awe-inspiring deeds and miracles
Give me joy to declare

| will arrange Your praises, morning and evening
To You, holy G-d, Creator of every soul

Of the angels on high and of mankind

Of the beasts in the field and the birds in the sky

Your deeds are great and glorious

You lower those who are exalted and help up those
who are bowed down

A man could live for thousands of years

And not suffice to describe Your great deeds

You, G-d, to whom belongs honor and greatness
Redeem Your flock from the mouths of lions

And liberate Your nation from diaspora

Your nation that you selected from all the nations

Return to Your holy place, to the Holy of Holies

A place in which all souls and spirits will celebrate
And sing to You songs and praises

In Jerusalem, the city containing all beauty.
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Selected by Rabbi Batzri, Transliterated by D. Ezran
Translation may be found on page 5.

Ya Ribbon olam, v'almaya

Ant Hu malka, melekh malkhaya
Ovadey g'vurtakh v'timhaya
Sfar kodamay I'hakhavaya

Shvakhin asader tzafra v'ramsha
Lakh eloha kadisha bra khol nafsha
Irin kadishin u’vnei enasha

Khayvat bara v'of shmaya

Ravrevin ovadakh v'takifin
Makikh ramaya zakif kefifin
Lu yekhi gvar shnin alfin

La ya-ul g'vurtakh b’khushbenaya

Elaha di ley yekar urvuta

Prok yat anakh mepum aryavata
V'apek yat amakh migo galuta
Amakh di bekharta mikol umaya

L'mikdashakh tuv u'lkodesh kudshin
Atar di vay yekhedun rukhin v'nafshin
Vi'zamrun lakh shirin v'rakhashin

Bi'yerushlam karta d’shufraya.
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We warmly tnvite gou
v’l to Kahal doseph’s
‘ Purim Seudah and
Auctton! Our Seudah
supports the Norma &
Sam Dabby Talmud
Torah Program. Gelebrating s a double
mitzvah. Share the traditional Purim dinner
with good friends & raise funds to support the
kids. And remember o wear gour costumel

For information contact Molly Jalali
310.474.0559 or molly@kahaljoseph.org

Date: Sunday, February 28, 2010

Time: 5:00 PM kahal joseph congregation
Norma & Sam Dabby
Members §$25/person, age 12 to adult Talmud Torah Program
Kids §15/child ages 8 to 11 10503 Sei {enis Bl
2 & under No Charge Los Angeles, Ca 90025

uoldNy @ yopnag wiing



FUN Rides & GAMES
Amazing Prizes, Prizes, PRIZES! .
Hot Dogs! CANDY! Hamburgers! v
And, much, much MORE . . .!

Kahal Joseph €ongregation

Purim
C.rniv.l

Sunday, February 21Ist “-
Il am to 4 pm %

Game & Ride Wristbands—Check out our Early Bird Discounts
§30/wristband if purchased by February 10, 2010.
$35/wristband if purchased from Feb. 11th to Feb. 16th, 2010

$40/wristband beginning on Feb 17th, 2010
Wiisthands are good for games and rides only. Food tickets are available for sspargte purchase.

Carnival Takes Place Rain or Shine!



