The Animal
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This coming Shabbat we
will begin reading the
third book of the Torah
named "Vayikra". The
main theme of the book
has to do with sacrifices.
One of the sacrifices that
we are introduced to in
our Perasha is the sin
offering known as Korban
Hatat. The "Hatat" was a
sacrifice brought by a
person who sinned in
order to atone for the sin.
In Temple times the
atonement process was
twofold. It involved re-
pentance on the part of
the sinner. But repen-
tance alone was not
enough. In addition the
sinner had to bring a
"Hatat" sacrifice to the
Temple. Without bring-
ing the "Hatat" the repen-
tance process was in-
complete. | would like to
explore the connection
between the bringing of
a sacrifice and the re-
pentance process.

At first glance the con-
nection would appear to
be quite problematic.
Why would it be neces-
sary to bring a sacrifice
in order to be atoned?
Shouldn't atonement be
solely dependent on
ones sincere feelings of
remorse for their mis-
deeds and their resolve
to never perform the sin
again? Shouldn't atone-

ment be solely depend-
ent on the correction of
ones actions? How does
sacrificing an animal in
any way help the sinner
atone for their sin?

Maimonides in his code

reinforces the dilemma.

In the Laws of Repen-

tance 1:1 he states,

"Those who must bring

sin offerings, (even)

when they bring their "
sacrifice they are not
atoned, for their inten-
tional or unintentional
sins, until they re-
pent". Maimonides
makes it quite clear that
without heartfelt repen-
tance the bringing of
sacrifices is meaning-
less. What then is the
connection between the
bringing of the sacrifice & # ##
and repentance? " #
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| believe the answer to

the question has to do

with the mindset the To-

rah expects from one $
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who brings a sacrifice.
"Sefer Hahinukh", written
in the 13th century by
Rabbi Aharon Halevi of
Barcelona, answers the
guestion. When explain-
ing the reason for a sin
offering he states the fol-
lowing, "Therefore (one
who sins) shall come to
this house (The Temple)
where the clarity of
thought reigns. And he
shall bring his sacrifice
so he can place on his
heart (mind) through this
act (of bringing the sacri-
fice) the lowliness of his
animal soul which erred
and the importance of his
thoughts which must be
upright and clear". (Sefer
Hahinukh Mitzvah 120).

Sin, according to "Sefer
Hahinukh", has two ele-
ments associated with it.
The first is foggy thinking
that leads a person to
give in to their animalistic
instincts. The unique
guality given to human
beings is thought. It is
our minds that allow us to
distinguish between that
which is appropriate and
that which is inappropri-
ate. Through our minds
we are given the ability to
choose between good
and bad. It is the lack of
that ability that makes
animals act like animals.
Our Rabbis concur with
this idea and state,

"Said Resh Lakish, a per-
son does not sin unless a
foolish thought enters
them" (Talmud Sotah 3a).

To sin is to act foolishly. In
the words of Rabbi
Aharon Halevi of Barce-
lona it is to give in to the
animal in us and behave
literally like an animal.
The bringing of a sacrifice
somehow must drive
home the point that the
animal being sacrificed is
us. By sinning we acted
like animals, and through
the sacrifice we are ac-
knowledging that in order
to truly repent we must
control or rid ourselves of
those animalistic impulses
that caused us to sin in
the first place. Seen in this
way a sacrifice does not
atone for our sins as Mai-
monides explains. What it
does do is shock us in a
very powerful way and
make us realize how low
we sank when we sinned.
It forces us to choose
whether to be human or
animal.

Many years ago when liv-
ing in Vancouver my eld-
est daughter entered a
public speaking contest. |
must say that | was most
proud of her because she
ended up winning the
competition. The topic she
chose was the biblical
command to distance
oneself from falsehood. In
that speech she told a
story of a man who
wanted to vacation in a far
away city with his dog. He
was unsure if the hotels in
the area would accept his
dog so he decided to write
a letter to the hotel owner
asking permission to bring
his dog. The owner of the
hotel wrote back the fol-
lowing response, "Dear

sir. | have been running
this hotel for over thirty
years. | must tell you that
in all that time a dog has
never stolen a towel or
other items from my ho-
tel. A dog has never bro-
ken something in my ho-
tel, and for sure | have
never had problems with
dogs getting drunk and
making a ruckus in the
halls at all hours of the
night. So dear sir your
dog is most welcome in
my hotel and if he can
vouch for your character
then you too are wel-
come to stay in my hotel".

How true that story is.
There are times where
people act worse than
animals. That's what a
sin is, its acting like an
animal. Its being given
the potential to think like
a human being and instead
acting nothing like one.

It all starts with our
thoughts. The purer and
better they are the better
we will be. That is what
the sacrifice must do; it
must force us to think
differently by making us
realize that when we
sinned we didn't think but
rather we acted like ani-
mals. This is what Mai-
monides meant in his
law. True when one sins
they must bring a sacri-
fice, but if that sacrifice
does not come with a
change of thought then in
is meaningless. When
accompanied with a reori-
entation of ones thinking it
can be very powerful.

With this in mind we can

understand a powerful
association our Rabbis
made to sacrifices. After
the destruction of the
Temple they replaced
sacrifices with prayer (see
Talmud Berahot 26b).
Again one could ask what
association is there be-
tween prayer and sacri-
fices? When the Temple
was destroyed how could
the act of bringing a sacri-
fice be replaced with the
recitation of words?

But if the purpose of sacri-
fices was to change our
mindset then we can well
understand the connec-
tion with prayer. There is
a famous saying that
prayer without thoughtful
intention is like a body
without a soul. The es-
sence of prayer is
thought. One who merely
babbles words without
thinking of what they
mean is not engaged in
true prayer. It is a mean-
ingless act similar to
bringing a sacrifice with-
out thinking about how
one is going to change the
way they think and act.

It is true that today we no
longer can offer sacrifices.
But we can offer our
words in the form of
prayer, and we can offer
our thoughts to better our
actions. Through disci-
pline and desire we can
work hard to control our
animal side so that what
emerges is the human
within.

Wishing you all
a Shabbat Shalom



$
%&'()*&

It is customary to light a memorial
candle in the evening and donate
tzedakah. Family members are
encouraged to attend services in
honor of their loved ones.

Shabbat / 5 Nisan
Moshe ben Shemuel Somekh

Sunday / 6 Nisan
Mordechai ben Mattatya*
Edmond ben Moshe Somekh

Tuesday / 8 Nisan
Ada bat Mindel Okin*
Carolyn Frances bat Norman
Ezra*
Alexander Nahum ben Mor-
dechai

Wednesday / 9 Nisan
Malka Lurie

Thursday / 10 Nisan
Gohar bat Aga Mashallah
Aziza bat Miriam

Friday / 11 Nisan
Khatoon bat Simha
Avraham ben Shlomo Reuven*

Shabbat / 12 Nisan
Raful bat Itzhak Faraj Reuven*
Farha Mitana bat Rahma Regina
Cohen
Luna bat Mazal Cohen
David ben Shlomo Halevi*

Yahrzeit names with asterisks
are missing information for family
members. To update, please call

the office at 310.474.0559.
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Is sponsored

in honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of
Matin Eliaszadeh

by his parents
Sharona & Behnam

Eliaszadeh

#

Lauren Partiyeli
and Natalie Kohan
on their return to Los Angeles
after completing studies
in Israel.

Congratulations
to their parents
Rebecca & David Kohan and
Jaleh & Abner Partiyeli
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Matin Eliaszadeh
on your Bar Mitzvah

Congratulations
to your parents
Sharona & Behnam
Eliaszadeh

grandparents
Habib Eliaszadeh and
Vida & Saeid Faryab
and to your entire family

We send our deepest
condolences to the family of
Clara Saltoun, z"l

Our thoughts go out to her
children including Diana Gazal
and Benjamin Elias and to her

entire family.

May Hashem comfort them
together with all the
mourners of Zion.
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UNDERWOOD FAMILY FARM

3370 SUNSET VALLEY ROAD
MOORPARK, CA 93021
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Pick your own fruits & vegetables
Visit the animal center Take a farm tour
Bring your own kosher picnic for Pesah
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Kahal Joseph Congregation

10505 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90025
310.474.0559 phone 310.441.4059 fax

Selling of Hametz
Mekhirat Hametz Form

We must receive this form by fax or mail
on or before Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 7 pm.

Know that | , do hereityasize Rabbi Hagay
Batzri, at Kahal Joseph Congregation, 10505 Samtaidd Blvd., Los Angeles,
CA 90025, to sell, transfer and assign all Hamétlwatever kind and nature, of
which | am possessed and seized, or in which | Im@ag an interest, wheresoever
situated, in my residence at

my place of bussinesny other place,
without reservation and limitation. In withness wefr | have hereunto set my

hand and seal this date . 2010.
Signature e Dat
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