
It's All Up 
to You 
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch 
 
I would like to begin with 
a query in Jewish law. 
We are now in the midst 
of the "Omer" count. Be-
ginning with the second 
day of "Pesah" we begin 
to count the days until the 
festival of Shavuot. Each 
day we count the appro-
priate number until we 
reach the forty ninth day. 
The commandment to 
count the days of the 
Omer can be found in 
this week's portion of 
Emor. In the Perasha we 
read the following, "And 
you shall count for your-
selves from after the 
Shabbat when you bring 
the Omer offering seven 
complete weeks” (Vayikra 
23:15). 
  
In Jewish law the obliga-
tion to count the "Omer" 
is considered an obliga-
tion much like prayer. It 
has to do with reciting a 
text. In general the Rab-
bis understood that 
when it came to obliga-
tions that involved recit-
ing texts not everyone 
was proficient. In order 
to compensate for this 
they introduced a princi-
ple known as "Shomeah 
Ke-Oneh". Roughly 
translated it means that 
if a person is unable to 
recite and obligatory text, 
then that person can fulfill 
the obligation by hearing 
someone else recite the 
text for them. By hearing 

(Shomeah) the text be-
ing recited, it is as if they 
themselves recited the 
text (Ke-Oneh).  
  
There are many exam-
ples of this principle in 
action. The most com-
mon example is the Fri-
day night Kiddush. Le-
gally every person is ob-
ligated to recite the Kid-
dush. Nevertheless it is 
customary that the head 
of the household recite it 
while everyone listens. 
By hearing the recitation 
by the head of the house 
everyone fulfils their obli-
gation. Hearing it is as if 
they themselves recited 
it. This is also true of the 
Havdalah that ends the 
Shabbat. Another exam-
ple is hearing the Megi-
lah being read on Purim. 
By hearing the Megilah 
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Prayer Schedule 
SHABBAT 

PARASHAT EMOR  
Friday, April 30th 

Minhah & Arbit 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 7:17 pm 
 

Saturday, May 1st 
Shaharit 8:30 am 

Minhah & Arbit 6:45 pm 

Motzei Shabbat 8:22 pm 
 

WEEKDAYS 
LAG BA’OMER  
Sunday, May 2nd 

Shaharit 7:30 am  

Bar/Bat Mitzva Classes 8:30 am 

Talmud Torah Classes 9:30 am 
 

From Spain to Jerusalem 
A Concert    7:30 pm 

 

Mon.-Thurs., May 3-6 
Shaharit 6:30 am 

 

PARASHAT BEHAR-BEHUKOTAI  
Friday, May 7th 

Minhah & Arbit 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 7:23 pm 

An Omer Calendar from Iraly, circa 1825, uses text from the five 
megillot, the Omer blessings and daily count as lines of the drawing. 



being read by one reader 
those who listen fulfill 
their obligation. This then 
is my question. Does this 
principle work for the 
counting of the "Omer"? 
Can a person hear some-
one else recite the days 
count and fulfill their obli-
gation for that day, or 
must each person recite 
the days count on their 
own? Does the principle 
of "Shomeah Ke-Oneh" 
apply to the counting of 
the "Omer"? 
  
The predominant view 
(see Mishnah Berurah 
OH 489:5) on this matter 
is that while the principle 
of "Shomeah Ke-Oneh" 
applies by all other 
prayers it does not apply 
to the counting of the 
"Omer". Regarding the 
"Omer" count it is incum-
bent of every person to 
count on their own. This 
is also evident from the 
wording in the text of our 
Perasha where it states, 
"And you shall count for 
yourselves (Lahem)". By 
inserting the word "For 
yourselves" (Lahem), the 
Torah is saying that re-
garding the counting of 
the "Omer" every person 
must count it themselves 
(Talmud Menahot 65b).     
  
At first glance this may 
appear to be a very tech-
nical matter in Jewish 
law. Is this just dogma or 
is there a deeper mean-
ing behind this law?  
  
The answer to that ques-
tion has to do with the 
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selves to receive the To-
rah as worthy recipients.  
This is the purpose of 
hecounting of the 
"Omer". It is a time of self 
improvement. During this 
time we must seek to 
identify our flaws and 
work hard to improve on 
them. Who amongst us 
doesn't have something 
to improve upon? Have 
we all mastered our an-
ger management? Is 
there one amongst us 
who can say that they 
are free of hatred or jeal-
ousy? During the forty 
nine days of the "Omer" it 
is those negative traits 
we must be working on. It 
is for this reason that our 
Rabbis instituted the 
study of "Pirkei 
Avot" (Ethics of Our Fa-
thers) during the "Omer" 
period. "Ethics of Our 
Fathers" is all about 
character building.  
  
Perhaps we can better 
understand why the 
counting of the "Omer" is 
the exception to the rule 
of "Shomeah Ke-Oneh". 
There is philosophically a 
very good reason why 
when it comes to count-
ing the "Omer" one must 
count on their own and 
cannot rely on another 
person's recitation. 
 
Character building is all 
about personal responsi-
bility. When it comes to 
building character no one 
else can do it for you. 
Character building is all 
up to you. Either you take 
the bull by the horns and 
work on those traits you 
want to improve on or the 

bad traits will never go 
away. When the law 
states that no one else 
can count the "Omer" for 
you, it is also philosophi-
cally implying that no one 
else can build your char-
acter. It's up to you to 
count the "Omer" and it is 
up to you to refine your 
character.  
  
One of the most powerful 
stories of the Talmud can 
be found in the Tractate of 
"Avodah Zara". The Tal-
mud tells the story of an 
individual whose name 
was Elazar the son of 
Dordaya. He was a lowly 
rather decadent individual 
who spent his life frequent-
ing prostitutes. One day 
he met his match when 
one of these women forced 
him to see the vanity of 
his life. With one state-
ment she threw Elazar 
into a melancholy where 
he regretted everything he 
had done in his life.  
 
Despondent he wanted to 
repent for his ways. The 
Talmud concludes with 
the following words, "He 
ran away and sat between 
two mountains. He said to 
the mountains will you 
pray for me so that my 
repentance be accepted?” 
They responded, “Before 
we pray for you we must 
pray for ourselves.” So he 
turned to the heaven and 
the earth and said, “Will 
you pray for me so that 
my repentance is ac-
cepted?” They responded, 
“Before we pray for you 
we must pray for our-
selves.” He then turned to 

(Continued on page 4) 

reason why we count the 
"Omer" in the first place. 
There are those who ex-
plain that the counting of 
the forty nine days is in 
anticipation for the festival 
of Shavuot. Sefer 
Hahinukh, for example, 
explains that since the 
festival of Shavuot com-
memorates the giving of 
the Torah we count to 
show the great anticipa-
tion we have towards that 
exalted day. Since the 
"Torah" is the raison d'être 
of the Jewish people it 
stands to reason that we 
would count towards that 
great and exalted day. 
  
But counting in anticipa-
tion is not enough. When 
we count towards a mo-
mentous occasion we also 
have to prepare ourselves 
for that occasion. When 
two people decide to get 
married there is no ques-
tion that they count the 
days (maybe even the 
minutes or seconds) until 
they stand under the Hu-
pah together. The antici-
pation is great. But if they 
are wise then they will 
also use the time before 
the wedding to prepare so 
that when they stand un-
der the "Hupah" they will 
be the most refined peo-
ple that they can be. 
  
When the Jewish nation 
left Egypt they too 
counted forty nine days 
until they received the To-
rah. But our Rabbis point 
out that during those forty 
nine days they were work-
ing on self improvement. 
They were not just count-
ing but preparing them-
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It is customary to light a memorial 
candle in the evening and to do-
nate tzedakah. Family members 
are encouraged to attend prayer 
services in honor of loved ones.  

 
Sunday / 18 Iyar 
Rahel bat Tifaha 

Seemah Sofaer bat Hanna 
 

 Monday / 19 Iyar 
Habiba bat Lulu 
Sulman Haroun* 

 
Wednesday / 21 Iyar 

Lulu Katoon bat Masooda 
Michael David ben Yoseph Meir 
Mordechai ben Sasson Saddick 

 
Thursday / 22 Iyar 
Rachel bat Miriam 

Yehezkiel ben Itzhak Yosef 
Grace bat Toba 

 
Friday / 23 Iyar 

Moshe ben Clara 
Salha bat Simcha* 

 
Shabbat / 24 Iyar 

Yehuda Faraj ben Yosef Bekhore*  
 

Names with asterisks are miss-
ing family members’ information. 

To update, call 310.474.0559. 

In Memoriam 

Refuah Shlemah 
Please include these individuals in your prayers for healing: 

Yonatan ben Alizah ▪ Mazal Tov bat Sulha Mitana ▪ Matilda Louisa ▪  
Yaheskel ben Regina ▪ Ayala bat Naomi ▪ Khayah Noa bat Sara ▪ Haim ben 
Mordechai ▪  Pnina bat Esther  ▪ Yosi ben Esther ▪ Victor ben Latif  ▪ Ramah 
Regina bat Farha ▪ Aziza bat Sara ▪ Merna bat Marsel ▪ Judith bat Malka ▪ 

Ofek ben Yochai ▪ Efrayim Zev ben Fayga ▪ Sulha Matana bat Mozelle  

Community News 

Parasha & Haftara 
Emor 

Parasha pages 513-528 
 

Haftara pages 528-530 
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MITZVOT on SHABBAT 
   We now offer for donation the following Mitzvot on 
Shabbat: 1. Petichat Hechal The opening of the ark 
where the Torahs are kept;  2. Carrying of the Sefer 
Torah and Sefer Haftara;  3. Hakamat Sefer The lift-
ing and showing of the Torah;  4. Mashlim* The sev-
enth aliya to the Torah who recites Kaddish; 5. Maftir* 
The last aliya to the Torah which includes the reading of 
the Haftara (which will be read by one of the clergy 
unless member reading has been previously approved) 

   Since we count on your donations to the synagogue to 
keep our membership fees as low as they are, we suggest 
a minimum donation for all those who are called to the 
Torah of $126 or multiples of $18 or $26. We appreciate 
your support. *Paid members may call the office to book 
the Mashlim or Maftir in advance, in memory of a de-
parted relative. You will receive confirmation before 
Shabbat if you will receive the aliya or if there is a con-
flict. The member may also reserve any other aliya in 
advance by calling the office.  Non-members who are 
interested in aliyot should contact Sarah in the office to 
determine availability. Please call 310.474.0559 between 
the hours of 11:00 am and 4:00 pm, Mon. to Thurs. 

 

Learn to Read 
the Haftarah  

 

Wouldn’t you like to 

chant from the con-

cluding section of the Torah 

read on every Shabbat—the 

Haftarah? Reserve a haftarah 

portion at 310.474. 0559. 

Then, schedule time with 

Saeed & learn your haftarah 

with authentic Baghdadi 

ta'amim, our Iraqi melodies 

for Torah reading. 

SHABBAT KIDDUSH 
is sponsored  

in memory of 
 

Rachel Judah, z’’l 

Rahel bat Tifaha 
  

mother of  

Gerald Meyers and 

Moshe Judah 

CONDOLENCES 
to the family of 

Charles Levy, z’’l 
 

father of  

Elizabeth Mersky Salem 
 

Our condolences go out to 

Elizabeth, her husband 

Morris Salem, and to the  

Salem and Levy families. 

To Publish a Notice 
in the Kol Mevasser 

 

If you have information regard-
ing life events such as births, 

bar/bat mitzvahs, graduations,  
weddings, anniversaries or  

passings, please call Sarah in the 
synagogue office at 310.474.0559 
and she will ensure that the infor-
mation reaches our editor, Dafna. 
Please note that notices must be 
received by noon on Wednesday 
for inclusion in that week’s issue . 



the sun and the moon and said, “Will you pray for me so that my repentance is accepted?” They 
responded, “Before we pray for you we must pray for ourselves.” He then turned to the stars 
and said, “Will you pray for me so that my repentance is accepted?” They responded, “Before 
we pray for you we must pray for ourselves.” He concluded, it is all up to me. He placed his 
head between his knees and cried until his soul departed from his body. A heavenly voice ex-
claimed, “Rabbi Elazar the son of Dordaya has been accepted into the world to come” (Talmud 
Avodah Zara 17a).  
  
Not only was his repentance accepted, but the heavenly voice ordained him as a Rabbi. The 
Talmud brings this story to show us not only how powerful real repentance can be, but how im-
portant it is to come to the realization that when it comes to character improvement we must all 
learn to say, "It's all up to me".   
  
Shabbat Shalom 

(Continued from page 2) 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR FOR $26 

CALL 310.474.0559 FOR INFORMATION 


