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Doing the
Good and
the Right

By Rabbi Marc D. Angel

“for you will do that
which is good and right
in the eyes of the Lord”

In several places, the
Torah reminds us of the
general commandment
to do that which is good
and right in the eyes of
the Lord. This is often
understood to refer to
the proper observance
of mitzvot, and the re-
quirement to act "lifnim
mi-shurat ha-din" i.e. to
behave even more com-
passionately than de-
manded by the strict let-
ter of the law. Since the
mitzvot are a reflection
of God's wisdom and
mercy, they should be
fulfilled in a spirit of wis-
dom and mercy.

Rabbi Benzion Uziel,
late Sephardic Chief
Rabbi of Israel, com-
mented on the seeming
dilemma which confronts
the rabbinic judge
(Introduction to Mish-
petei Uziel, 5700).

"Righteousness and
justice, compassion and
truth--these concepts
exist simultaneously, as

difficult as this is to com-
prehend. The funda-
mental teaching of the
law of justice is that one
may not show compas-
sion in justice, but
should uphold the law
whatever the conse-
guences. On the other
hand, we are taught to
do that which is good
and upright, and we
may compel behavior
which is beyond the let-
ter of the law."

Rabbi Uziel notes that
the rabbinic judge must
balance these seem-
ingly conflicting claims.
A decision must be
reached that reflects
both truth and compas-
sion. The halakha must
not only be right--it must
be good. In his own writ-
ings, Rabbi Uziel re-
flected a profound com-
mitment to truth, and an
overwhelming commit-
ment to compassion.
His rabbinic rulings are
(Continued on page 2)

Prayer Schedule

Friday, August 6th
Minhah & Arbit 7:00 pm
Candle Lighting 7:31 pm

Saturday, August 7th
Shaharit 8:30 am
Tehillim Reading 6:00 pm
Minhah & Arbit 6:45 pm
Motzei Shabbat 8:12 pm

#

Sunday, August 8th
Shaharit 7:30 am

Monday to Friday
Shaharit 6:30 am

Tuesday & Wednesday
August 10th & 11th

$
Friday, August 13th
Minhah & Arbit 7:00 pm
Candle Lighting 7:24 pm
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Parasha pages 799-818
Haftara pages 818-819
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classic models of ha-
lakhic decision-making.
He understood that the
halakha must relate to
real human beings in real
life situations; halakha is
not a set of abstract rules
to be observed by sectari-
ans and ascetics.

In one of his lectures
many years ago, Rabbi
Ovadya Yosef referred to
two tendencies in religious
life. One is "gevurah”--
heroism. This tendency is
marked by the desire to
adopt as many stringen-
cies as possible to
demonstrate how self-
sacrificing one can be in
fulfilling the mitzvot. Fol-
lowers of the "gevurah”
approach draw on the
strictest halakhic views,
even when there are
much more cogent and
sensible views available
within halakha. They pre-
fer extreme positions,
thinking that stringency is
equated with greater
religiosity.

The second tendency is
"hessed" or compas-
sion. This tendency is
marked by the desire to
deal with halakha in a hu-
mane, loving and kind
manner. Religion should
reflect loving-kindness, a
profound sympathy for the
human predicament, an
optimism that God loves
us. Followers of the
"hessed" approach shun
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School of Hillel, whose

opinions were accepted

over those of the School This past week marked the successful completion
: of a months-long parenting class for young cou-

of Shamma. ples led by Rabbi Hagay Batzri and well-respected

local psychologist, Dr. Tal Rapaport. The class

took place at the home of Kahal Joseph members

Selena and Mayer Dallal and involved a pilot

group of five young couples.

Surely one must fulfill
mitzvot carefully; but just
as surely, one must fulfill
them in a spirit of joy and
compassion. The mitzvot
were given to bring us
happiness and spiritual
fulfillment, not to serve as
a constant source of fear
and spiritual inadequacy.
Excessive stringency is no
more a sign of true religiosity
than excessive leniency.

Rabbi Batzri and Dr. Rapaport organized the
course on a trial basis to explore how the joint per-
spective of a rabbi and a psychologist might help

young couples work through challenges in their
lives. Adding the insights of our Jewish heritage to
the results of contemporary research into the
workings of relationships provided food for the
soul and the mind.

One participant, Sigal Kelly, said that Rabbi Batzri
and Dr. Rapaport together helped her establish
boundaries with her sons and daughter, as well as
helping her to better understand her husband.

We are called upon to do
that which is good and
right in the eyes of God.
This is a tremendous chal-
lenge--and an honor. It
entails the fulfillment of
the teachings of the Torah
in a spirit of truth and
compassion, but favoring
the tendency to "hessed".
Shabbat Shalom

Due to demand and their excellent reception,
these parenting classes will resume after the High
Holy Days. We want to thanks Dr. Tal Rapaport
for a very beneficial seminar and Rabbi Batzri for
his deep knowledge of the Jewish tradition. We
also want to thank Mayer And Selena Dallal for
hosting this class and Tracy Matalon for orches-
trating the project.

SHABBAT MITZVOT
We now offer for donation the following Mitzvot on Shabbat: 1. Petichat Hechal The opening
of the ark where the Torahs are kept; 2. Carrying of the Sefer Torah and Sefer Haftara; 3.
Hakamat Sefer The lifting and showing of the Torah; 4. Mashlim* The seventh aliya to the
Torah who recites Kaddish; 5. Maftir* The last aliya to the Torah which includes the reading of
the Haftara (read by the clergy unless member reading has been preapproved).

Since we count on your donations to the synagogue to keep our membership fees as low as they
are, we suggest a minimum donation for all those who are called to the Torah of $126 or multi-
ples of $18 or $26. We appreciate your support. *Paid members may call the office to book the
Mashlim or Maftir in advance, in memory of a departed relative. You will receive confirmation
before Shabbat if you will receive the aliya or if there is a conflict. Members may also reserve
other aliyot in advance by calling the office. Non-members interested in reserving aliyot should
contact the office for availability at 310.474.0559, 11 am-4 pm, Monday to Thursday.
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It is customary to light a memorial
candle in the evening and to donate
tzedakah. Family members are
encouraged to attend prayer ser-
vices in honor of loved ones.

Shabbat / 27 Av
Lulu bat Shereen

Sunday / 28 Av
Malka bat Rivka

Monday / 29 Av
Rivke bat Sarah

Tuesday / 30 Av
Yisrael ben Mashiach

Thursday / 2 Elul
Miriam bat Saul

Shabbat / 4 Elul
Edward Kelly

Names with asterisks are missing
family members’ information. To
update, please call the office at
310.474.0559.
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Is sponsored by
Caroline and David Azouz

on the occasion of
the marriage of

Jasmine Azouz

Parents
Caroline & David Azouz
Rita & Martin Hall

Grandparents Muriel Azouz
& Maureen Murad

and both families
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Please include these
individuals in your prayers:
Yonatan ben Alizah Mazal Tov
bat Sulha Mitana Matilda
Louisa Yaheskel ben Regina
Ayala bat Naomi Khayah Noa
bat Sara Haim ben Mordechai
Pnina bat Esther Yosi ben

Esther Victor ben Latif
Ramah Regina bat Farha Aziza
bat Sara Merna bat Marsel
Judith bat Malka Ofek ben
Yochai Efrayim Zev ben Fayga
Sulha Matana bat Mozelle
Gershon ben David

1 68."( 1+9)"
To publish information regarding life
events such as births, bar/bat mitz-
vahs, graduations, weddings, anni-
versaries or passings, call the syna-
gogue office at 310.474.0559.

SHABBAT SHALOM

& on the wedding of
Jacob Hall Jasmine & Jacob
Events at Kahal Joseph.
- The Art of the One Night Stand
? with Rabbi Doniel Katz
Miranda Einy Rabbi Hagay Batzri invites young

on your Bat Mitzvah

Congratulations to parents
Letizia & Ronald Einy
brother Charles
& grandparents
Molly & Norm Kongisberg

Norma & Sam Dabby
Talmud Torah

KJ after school classes for
kids ages 5 to 13 are
registering for 2010-2011
Call 310.474.0559 or e-mail
molly@kahaljoseph.org

Learn the Haftarah

Wouldn't you like to chant the final portion from
the Torah on Shabbat—the portion known as the
Haftarah? Reserve a Haftarah by calling Sarah
at 310.474. 0559. The Haftarah portion can be
dedicated in honor of a family event such as a
memorial, a bar/bat mitzvah, or a baby-naming.
Then, schedule time with Saeed Jalali & learn
your haftarah with authentic Baghdadi ta'amim,
Iragi melodies for singing the Torah & Tanakh.

couples and singles to a magnificent
evening with Rabbi Doniel Katz from
Jerusalem next THE L3 BECE
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will speak about
desire, con-
sciousness, and o
the things that
keep us from
true self-love.

Next Shabbat--
Teen-Kiddush
with Rabbi Y
Join Rabbi Yehuda Hausman at
12:30 pm for a discussion on the
topic of--Can You Fire Someone Via
Text Message? Share your thoughts
and meet Rabbi Hausman

RSVP to RabbiY @kahaljoseph.org.

Shabbat Lunch for Young Families
We invite young couples and their
children to a luncheon following ser-
vices August 21st at 12:30pm. Enjoy
good food, warmth, and the Shabbat
spirit. This luncheon is sponsored by
Jonathan and Segal Kelly in memory
of David Kelly Z'l, To reserve e-mail
RabbiY @kahaljoseph.org.




A Song for Shabbat: Tzur Mishelo Akhalnu

Listen to Rabbi Batzri sing Tzur Mishelo Akhalnu with the Sephardic melody and learn it on YouTube at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9cnl1pytmYI

Tzur mishelo akhalnu, bar'khu emunai,
sav'anu vehotarnu kid'var Adonai.

Hazan et olamo, ro'einu avinu,

akhalnu milakhmo, umiyeno shatinu.
Al ken nodeh lish'mo, unehalelo befinu,
amarnu ve'aninu, en kadosh k'Adonai.

Beshir vekol todah, nevarekh le'Elohenu,

al eretz khemdah tovah, shehin'khil la'avotenu.
Umazon vetzedah, his'bia lenafshenu,

khas'do gavar alenu, ve'emet Adonai.

Rakhem bekhasdekha, al am'kha tzurenu,

al tzion mish'kan k'vodkha, z'vul bet tif'artenu.
U'ven David avdekha, yavo veyig'alenu,
ru'akh apenu, meshi‘akh Adonai

Yibaneh hamikdash, ir tzion temale,

vesham nashir shir khadash, uvir'nana sham na'aleh.

Harakhaman hanik'dash, yit'barakh veyit'aleh,
al kos yayin male, kebirkat Adonai

G-d, from whose bounty we have eaten, bless my be-

lief [in You]; we were satiated and still had some left
over, as Hashem told us.

He nourished His world, our Shepherd, our Father.
We ate from His bread and drank from His wine. On
this we offer thanks to His name and we praise Him;
with our mouths we say and respond, “There is no
one Holy like Hashem.”

With song and a voice giving thanks, we shall bless
our G-d for the beautiful and plentiful land that he
gave to our forefathers as an inheritance. And with
nourishment and provisions, He has satisfied our

souls, His kindness has overwhelmed us, as has the

truth of Hashem.

Have mercy in Your kindness on Your nation, our G-d,

our strength, on Tzion the dwelling place of Your

honor, the source of our pride, on the house that gives

us glory. And the son of David, your servant, mes-

senger of G-d, will come and free us, You who are the

breath of our life.

The Bet Mikdash will be built and Tzion will be filled

[with people], and there we will sing a renewing song
and celebrating we will journey up [to Jerusalem]; and

the merciful One, the holy One, will be blessed and
praised to the heights, like a full cup of wine, like the
blessing of Hashem.

TN A3N2 oMp TIBKY DYITOW T
TR ORPD

W M0 WAl RN T2 U el THE
AT e EnEn Ao o uph grne
Mo e ez $hop W A Ry
2R
A My P Spoavie(®) T oM ey TH2
fon vy pan TR e b ooy '
re Wy 02
bor 7o paew by Sy ow e Sy mion2 B
TEK T UMM N TR TTIR anwen N3
i
AZT YN TY W) oW REEn R TP wmpen AR
™ o S MR TEN YIED T A7 oY
nTo2 K

—
-
[}

High Holy Day Classes w/Rabbi Batzri
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the KJ Library
August 18, 25 & Sept. 1

The Hebrew month of Elul, filled with days of mercy or
rahamim and Selihot, prayers asking for forgiveness is
about to begin this week. And, after a long summer
break we are back to our Wednesday night classes.

The classes with Rabbi Batzri for the month of Elul will
focus upon preparation for the High Holy Days. They
will take place in the Kahal Joseph library, and will
cover these ideas--

Selihot: Prayers for Forgiveness and Atonement
Wednesday, August 18th, 7:30 - 8:30 PM

What, when, why, how and for whom do we pray ???
And why does our Sephardic tradition emphasize recit-
ing Selihot from the beginning of Elul, during the entire
month before Rosh Hashana, and a full three weeks
earlier than Jewish communities from Eastern Europe?

The Secrets & Strength of Teshuvah
Wednesday, August 25th, 7:30 - 8:30 PM

Does repenting or performing Teshuva mean that we
need to become more religious and more exacting? If
not, what does it mean and what should we say & do?

The Power of Rosh Hashana

Wednesday, September 1st, 7:30 - 8:30 PM

How can two short days in the year affect all the oth-
ers? How does Rosh Hashana change our whole year?




