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In this Shabbat’s
parasha, Shofetim, the
Torah discusses the ap-
pointment of a Jewish
king, and the various
rules and restrictions
that apply to the monar-
chy. One of the require-
ments established by the
Torah is that the king
must always keep a
small Sefer Torah at hand.
At all times, wherever
the king goes, he must
have a Sefer Torah with
him. The Torah gives
the following explanation
for this command:

It shall be with him, and
he shall read it all the
days of his life, in order
that he learns to fear
Hashem his G-d.so that
his heart is not raised
over his brethren.
17:19-20.

In other words, carrying
the Sefer Torah at all
times will help keep the
king humble, and protect
him from the feelings of
arrogance that are so
often characteristic of
leadership figures.
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anointed one, to its deserved place, during the days of our
life. From the Blessing After the Meal, the Birkat HaMazon.
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The question arises,
why would a Torah
scroll keep him from be-
ing arrogant? How
would the king avoid
feelings of egotism by
carrying a Sefer Torah
with him?

One answer, of course,
is that the holiness of
the Sefer Torah itself
has an impact. If even
the worst criminal holds
a Sefer Torah in his
arms, the holiness of the
Torah affects him at
least to some degree.
Certainly, then, by carry-
ing the Torah with him
throughout the day, the
king exposes himself to
the holiness of the To-
rah on a constant basis,
which surely has an im-
pact on his character.

(Continued on page 2)

Prayer Schedule

SHABBAT
PARASHA SHOFTIM
Friday, August 13th
Minhah & Arbit 7:00 pm
Candle Lighting 7:24 pm

Saturday, August 14th
Shaharit 8:30 am
Tehillim Reading 6:00 pm
Minhah & Arbit 6:45 pm
Motzei Shabbat 8:06 pm

WEEKDAYS
Sunday, Augnst 15th
Selihot 6:45 am
Shaharit 7:30 am

Monday to Friday
Selihot 5:45 am
Shaharit 6:30 am

EREV SHABBAT
PARASHA Ki TETZE
Friday, August 20th
Minhah & Arbit 7:00 pm
Candle Lighting 7:16 pm
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(Continued from page 1)

But there may be an addi-
tional explanation, as
well. There was one rabbi
who was seen carrying a
Humash, a book-bound
version of the Torah, with
him when he left the syna-
gogue. When he was
asked about this act, he
explained that wherever
he goes, people treat him
with honor and respect.
They stand in his pres-
ence, seek his advice and
guidance, and invite him
to speak. He therefore
carries a Humash with
him, so that he is re-
minded that the people
are not honoring him, but
rather the Torah. As a
person, he said, he is not
deserving of special re-
spect. It is only because
of the Torah he carries
around with him that peo-
ple give him honor.

The same is true of the
king. Nobody was given
as much honor as the
king. Trumpets sounded
whenever he entered a
room, and everyone lis-
tened to his com-

mands. By carrying a To-
rah with him at all times,
he was reminded that he
was really not any more
special than anyone

else. He realized that the
people gave honor not to
him, but rather to the To-
rah. This helped him avoid
feelings of arrogance and
superiority.

We must not let honor go
to our heads. Even if we
enjoy the respect of our
family and friends, we
must always remember

who we are and who we
are not, that we are not
necessarily more
important than

them. Even the king of
Israel was not allowed to
feel superior. Certainly,
then, we must conduct
ourselves with self-
effacing humility and
never feel that we are
more important than the
people around us.

Shabbat Shalom
U’Mevurah

Selihot
Teshuvah and

Rosh Hashanah
High Holy Day Classes
with Rabbi Batzri

Wednesdays, 7:30 pm
August 18, 25 & Sept. 1

The Hebrew month of Elul,

filled with days of mercy or rahamim and Selihot,
prayers asking for forgiveness has begun this
week. And, after a long summer break we are

back to our Wednesday night classes.

Translation of Ma Navu
Continned from page 4

The classes with Rabbi Batzri for the month of Elul
will focus upon preparation for the High Holy

For how long will My beauti- || Days. They will take place in Kahal Joseph’s

ful and noble bride be Library, and will cover these topics:-

engaged to an aimless,

'mPOVGflghed and dull Selihot: Prayers for Forgiveness and Atonement
stranger Wednesday, August 18th, 7:30 - 8:30 PM

What, when, why, how and for whom do we pray ???
And why does our Sephardic tradition emphasize recit-
ing Selihot from the beginning of Elul, during the entire
month before Rosh Hashana, and a full three weeks
earlier than Jewish communities from Eastern Europe?

Wake up, wake up. People
of Israel, | will quickly send
one to free you. I will erect
for you the city wall,
shielded by Ariel [your
guardian angel].

The Secrets & Strength of Teshuvah
Wednesday, August 25th, 7:30 - 8:30 PM

Does repenting or performing Teshuva mean that we
need to become more religious and more exacting? If
not, what does it mean and what should we say & do?

| will remember and be
mindful of the goodness of
your youth.

The Power of Rosh Hashanah

Wednesday, September 1st, 7:30 - 8:30 PM

How can two short days in the year affect all the oth-
ers? How does Rosh Hashana change our whole year?

Parasha Shoftim
Parasha pages 820-835
Haftara pages 835-839

SHABBAT MITZVOT
We now offer for donation the following Mitzvot on Shabbat: 1. Petichat Hechal The opening of
the ark where the Torahs are kept; 2. Carrying of the Sefer Torah and Sefer Haftara; 3. Haka-
mat Sefer The lifting and showing of the Torah; 4. Mashlim®* The seventh aliya to the Torah
who recites Kaddish; 5. Maftir* The last aliya to the Torah which includes the reading of the
Haftara (read by the clergy unless member reading has been preapproved).

Since we count on your donations to the synagogue to keep our membership fees as low as they
are, we suggest a minimum donation for all those who are called to the Torah of $126 or multi-
ples of $18 or $26. We appreciate your support. *Paid members may call the office to book the
Mashlim or Maftir in advance, in memory of a departed relative. You will receive confirmation
before Shabbat if you will receive the aliya or if there is a conflict. Members may also reserve
other aliyot in advance by calling the office. Non-members interested in reserving aliyot should
contact the office for availability at 310.474.0559, 11 am-4 pm, Monday to Thursday.
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In Memoriam

It is customary to light a memorial
candle in the evening and to donate
tzedakah. Family members are
encouraged to attend prayer ser-
vices in honor of loved ones.

Shabbat / 4 Elul
Edward Kelly

Sunday / 5 Elul
Aharon Shalom Elisha Arakie
HaCohen
Avraham ben Ezra Yaacov

Tuesday / 7 Elul
Yaacov Aboulafia ben Sarah

Wednesday / 8 Elul
Rahel bat Lulu
Naji Ezra Helali

Yamin ben Sassoon

Thursday /9 Elul
Shimon ben Haskel Dabby
Habiba bat Farha
Rachel bat Miriam Mingail

Names with asterisks are missing
family members’ information. To
update, please call the office at
310.474.0559.

Refuah Shlemah

Please include these
individuals in your prayers:
Yonatan ben Alizah = Mazal Tov
bat Sulha Mitana = Matilda
Louisa = Yaheskel ben Regina =
Ayala bat Naomi = Khayah Noa
bat Sara = Haim ben Mordechai =
Pnina bat Esther = Yosi ben
Esther = Victor ben Latif =
Ramah Regina bat Farha = Aziza
bat Sara = Merna bat Marsel =
Judith bat Malka = Ofek ben
Yochai = Efrayim Zev ben Fayga
= Sulha Matana bat Mozelle =
Gershon ben David

To Publish Notices

In the Newsletter
To publish information regarding life
events such as births, bar/bat mitz-
vahs, graduations, weddings, anni-
versaries or passings, call the syna-
gogue office at 310.474.0559.

Community News

SHABBAT
KIDDUSH

is sponsored by
Karen and Frank Dabby

in memory of
Sam Dabby, z”I

Norma & Sam Dabby
Talmud Torah

KJ after school classes for kids
ages 5 to 13 are registering now!

First Day of School is
Thursday, September 2nd
Come learn about the holidays!

Call 310.474.0559 or e-mail
molly@kahaljoseph.org

Kahal Joseph High
Holy Day Food Drive

As a Bat Mitzvah project,
one of our younger congre-

gants, Miranda Einy, has organized a canned
food drive at Kahal Joseph Congregation for
SOVA, a Jewish organization that distributes gro-
ceries to over 10,000 people throughout the Los
Angeles area each month. Join us and drop off
donations in the collection barrel located in Kahal
Joseph's front lobby. The food drive is already
underway and will run through Sukkot. All canned
donations, of any quantity and variety, are helpful.
Many thanks, in advance, for your support.

Learn the Haftarah

Wouldn't you like to chant
the final portion from the
Torah on Shabbat—the
portion known as the Hafta-
rah? Reserve a Haftarah by
calling Sarah at 310.474.
0559. The Haftarah portion
can be dedicated in honor
of a family event such as a
memorial, a bar/bat mitzvah,
or a baby-naming. Then,
schedule time with Saeed
Jalali & learn your haftarah
with authentic Baghdadi
ta'amim, Iraqi melodies for
singing the Torah & Tanakh.

Teen Kiddush
w/Rabbi Y! This Shabbat!

Join Rabbi Yehuda Hausman for
Teen Learning upstairs in one of
the classrooms during the Torah
reading. After services, there will
be a Teen Kiddush with a discus-
sion of Can You Fire Someone Via
Text Message? Share your
thoughts and check in with Rabbi
Hausman on Twitter and Facebook
FB: http://www.tinyurl.com/rabbiy
T: http://twitter.com/rabbiyatkj

Shabbat
Lunch for
Young
Families

Saturday, August 21st
12:30 pm following services

We invite young couples and their
children to a luncheon following ser-
vices August 21st at 12:30pm.
Enjoy good food, warmth, and the
Shabbat spirit. This luncheon is
sponsored by Jonathan & Segal
Kelly in memory of David Kelly z'l.

RSVP RabbiY@kahaljoseph.org




A Song for Shabbat: Ma Navu Alei

Listen to Ma Navu Alei with the Sephardic melody at http://www.piyut.org.il/textual/english/60.html
Introduction by Rabbi Hagay Batzri. Translated and transliterated by Dafna & Ora Ezran

Ma Navu Alei is one of the most popular songs from the Iraqi tradition. It is loved and sung by Sepharadim and Ashke-
nazim alike. Ma Navu was written by Rabbi Shimon bar Nisim and is in Magam Ajam. The Magam, or melodic scale, of
this Shabbat’s Parasha Shoftim is also Ajam, which is the basic scale of do-re-mi.

We use this Magam because of the important commandment contained in this week’s Torah portion, the mitzvah nin%
77n limnot melekh fo herald and summon the King of Israel. The Magam Ajam is always related to the Sefira of Malchut
or kingship which is, in turn, also related to the symbol of the bride and groom, or n'2>1 jnn hatan ve’kala. The image of
the bride and groom helps us understand significant relationships in Judaism such as that between the Jewish people
and Hashem, or between Shabbat and ourselves.

In the lyrics of Ma Navu, the speaker alternately addresses the city of Jerusalem and the Jewish people. Throughout this
monologue, Rabbi bar Nisim plays upon the image of bride and groom and the idea of kingship. Yerusahlayim becomes
Hashem'’s bride and the Jewish people are the children. As the betrothed, the city of Jerusalem is a queen honored by
and rejoicing in the return of her children, the Jewish people, to Jerusalem and to Hashem.
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How beautiful on these mountains are those walking up, [lead by] the messenger of peace, building your cities. The
voice of those who come to see will be a voice of joy. And you will shed your sorrows. [Looking] eye to eye, you will
clearly see the Divine presence. And your sons will return back within your boundaries.

Those who were captured from you will be gladdened with song and melodies and will [return to] the house, the moun-
tain of Mor. There will be a path to you. Prepare, prepare the way. Open up with joy and praises. And there will come a
messenger with word of Hashem. Arise, wake up because your time of light has come.

[They will] emerge from Babylon, the city of worshippers of idols. With harp and violin there your song will come into be-
ing. All the mourners of Tzion will rejoice to come and find shelter in the shade of the One above. | will build for you
again your dwelling place, your shelter. | will prepare a throne for David your king.

Lift up your eyes and see your children. They have come to you to find light in your light. In place of darkness, | will kin-
dle for you light. There, from Tzion, will emerge the teachings of Torah. Here He is great, omnipotent, awe-inspiring. On
this day place a crown on your head. Continued on page 2




