Religion &
Charlatanism

By Rabbi Marc D. Angel

What is the difference
between a genuine
religious leader and a
charlatan?

A genuine religious
leader tries to bring peo-
ple closer to God, tries
to inspire people to in-
tensify their spirituality so
that they may approach
God and live in the spirit
of holiness. A genuine
religious leader tries to
foster receptivity to a
religious worldview, em-
powering the individual
to draw on his/her inner
resources in the quest to
come closer to God.

A charlatan dresses in
"religious" garb, talks
"religious" talk, but offers
a very different ap-
proach. A charlatan pre-
tends that he/she can
manipulate God, can
make God accede to his/
her orders and prayers.
A charlatan promises
adherents all sorts of
blessings and rewards, if
only the adherents will
follow instructions--and
make the appropriate
donations. A charlatan
attempts to magnify his/
her power, and to mini-
mize the spiritual power
of others. The charlatan
does not want the indi-
vidual to feel independ-
ent, but to feel depend-

ent on the mercies and
interventions of the "holy
man" or "holy woman".

One of the famous Has-
sidic masters, the Kotz-
ker Rebbe, had an aver-
sion to people coming to
him to ask for blessings
and miracles. He wanted
people to pray for them-
selves and for their
families, to have per-
sonal spiritual strivings.
He did not like the Has-
sidic model of a Rebbe
who was supposed to
be a wonder worker who
could do miracles and
control God.

Unfortunately, the
teachings of the Kotzker
Rebbe (and so many
other religious leaders
of like mind) have not
taken root among a seg-
ment of the Jewish com-
munity. People are still
looking for "Rebbes" or
wonder workers who
can perform miracles for
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them, and who can prom-
ise them blessings in the
name of God. How arro-

gant are such charlatans,
and how gullible are such
people who turn to them.

| (like so many others)
regularly receive glossy
pamphlets from an organi-
zation asking us to give
charity to their cause. This
group must be spending a
considerable amount of
money to produce these
glossy advertisements,
filled with pictures of
"saintly" looking rabbis
and sages.

The recent brochure tells
us on the front page, in
bold letters, that if we con-
tribute to their charity, we
are ASSURED of bless-
ings. All contributors to
the charity "are assured
that they will merit a good,
sweet year with no dis-
tress or serious ailments."
The message is that those
"sages" who run this char-
ity have a direct line to
God, and can give God
exact orders as to who to
bless and who not to
bless--based, of course,
on whether people con-
tribute to this charity. This
type of solicitation of
funds is a reflection of
charlatanism, a profound
degradation of Torah. It
astounds me how anyone
would want to lend his
name to such a solicita-
tion, or would want to con-
tribute to such a group.

In this week's Torah por-
tion, we read of blessings
and curses--that are dis-

pensed by God, and God
alone. No human being
has the right to presume
that he/she knows and
can control the eternal
and infinite God.

Genuine religion rests on
a foundation of humility
and a sincere striving to
come closer to God. It
calls on us to take respon-
sibility for our spiritual
lives. Charlatanism rests
on a foundation of spiritual
arrogance i.e. that some
few "sages" can manipu-
late God and guarantee
how God will act. Charla-
tanism tries to reduce us
spiritually, and to make us
dependent on an inner
clique of wonder workers.

In the battle between
genuine religion and char-
latanism, let us each
come down of the side of
genuine religion. Let us
undermine charlatanism
by our commitment to live
a proper religious life.
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Shabbat Shalom
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Selihot
Teshuvah and

Rosh Hashanah
with Rabbi Batzri

Wednesday, September 1
KJ Library, 7:30 pm

The Hebrew month of Elul,

filled with days of mercy or

rahamim and Selihot, prayers asking for forgive-
ness has begun. This class with Rabbi Batzri fo-
cus upon preparation for the High Holy Days. How
can two short days in the year affect all others?
How does Rosh Hashana change our whole year?
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It is customary to light a memorial
candle in the evening and to donate
tzedakah. Family members are
encouraged to attend prayer ser-
vices in honor of loved ones.

Shabbat / 18 Elul
Rahel bat Rahma Khatoon*

Sunday / 19 Elul
Malek bat Yehuda*

Monday / 20 Elul
Yaacov Shmoel Azar

Wednesday / 22 Elul
Violet Ezra
Muzli bat Nuna

Friday / 24 Elul
Khazam bat Farha

Shabbat / 25 Elul
Yosef Acoca ben Nissim
Sasson Ephraim Yonah

Marsel Kemareh bat Shaul
v'Gazala Levi

Names with asterisks are missing
family members’ information. To
update, please call the office at
310.474.0559.
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Is sponsored by
Edna & Ronny Shahrabani

in honor of
the Bat Mitzvah of
their daughter

Andrea Tal Shahrabani

i

Andrea Tal Shahrabani
on your Bat Mitzvah

Congratulations to your parents
Edna & Ronny Shahrabani
to your brother, Elon

to your grandparents
Evelyn & Reuben Itzhaki
Clara & Abdollah Shahrabani

and to your entire family
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Yonatan ben Alizah Mazal Tov
bat Sulha Mitana Matilda
Louisa Yaheskel ben Regina
Ayala bat Naomi Khayah Noa
bat Sara Haim ben Mordechai
Pnina bat Esther Yosi ben
Esther Victor ben Latif
Ramah Regina bat Farha Aziza
bat Sara Merna bat Marsel
Judith bat Malka Ofek ben
Yochai Efrayim Zev ben Fayga
Sulha Matana bat Mozelle
Gershon ben David

to the family of
Naji Assia, z”l

The son of Isaac and Helwa, he
is survived by his wife,
Claire Assia, daughters Ourite
Kamara and Yvette Breslauer,
his son Isaac Assia, and many
grandchildren. May Hashem
comfort them together with all
the mourners of Tzion.
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Melissa & Dennis Ironi
on your recent marriage

Congratulations
to your parents, Merna Ironi and
Phyllis & David Bilboul

to your grandparents
Manachi Kemareh and
Violet Bilboul

and to your entire family

KJ High
Holy
Food Drive

Miranda Einy,
has organized a canned food drive
at Kahal Joseph Congregation for
SOVA, a Jewish organization that
distributes groceries to over 10,000
people throughout the Los Angeles
area each month. Drop off dona-
tions in the collection barrel located
in Kahal Joseph's front lobby. The
food drive will run through Sukkot.
All canned donations, of any quan-
tity and variety, are helpful. Many
thanks, in advance.

Sigal & Jonathan
Kelly

for sponsoring the
Young Couples & Families
luncheon at Kahal Joseph
last Shabbat

in honor of the memory of
David Kelly, z”I




A Song for Shabbat: Azreni

Transliterated by Dafna Ezran

Azreni El chai le’hachnia et yetzer hamfateh, hameria. Mibiltecha en moshia I’hoshieni:

Daltei tshuvah chai ptach li. Ki shavti mechet-i, uma-ali. Ana tzuri, shma koli maher aneni. Odeh alei
psha-ai ata tisa avoni:

Sod yemincha hapshuta. Lekabel et nefesh hamitcharta. Ve’lo tosif techeta elecha koni. Harchek na
me-aleha chevrat kat hatzfoni.:

Participate in KJ's Services and SHABBAT MITZVOT

We now offer for donation the following Mitzvot @habbatl. Petichat HechalThe open-
ing of the ark where the Torahs are keptCarrying of the Sefer Torah and Sefer Haftarg
3. Hakamat SeferThe lifting and showing of the Torah; 4. Mashlim* The seventh aliya
to the Torah who recites KaddighMaftir* The last aliya to the Torah which includes the
reading of the Haftara (read by the clergy unlessmber reading has been preapproved).

Since we count on your donations to the synagogledp our membership fees as low aj

they are, we suggest a minimum donation for akéhwho are called to the Torah of $126

multiples of $18 or $26. We appreciate your supgétaid members may call the office to
book the Mashlim or Maftir in advance, in memoryaadeparted relative. You will receive confirmatios:
fore Shabbat if you will receive the aliya or iktle is a conflict. Members may also reserve othigotan
advance by calling the office. Non-members intiey@#n reserving aliyot should contact the offioe f
availability at 310.474.0559, 11 am-4 pm, Monday bursday.




