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Loving God: Va'ethanan 
By Rabbi Ralph Tawil 

 

This value is an essential part of Jewish liv-
ing. Reflecting upon this value with our fam-
ily can lead to a deeper sensitivity to the peo-
ple in our lives and allows us to better navi-
gate life's ups and downs. Thinking about the 
ways to increase the love of God in our lives 
leads to a fuller, more aware and meaningful 
existence. 
 
Context 

Throughout the book of Debarim we read of 
Moshe's final speech to Israel. Each idea of 
this speech is like a jewel whose many facets 
we should explore with our family. In this 
week's perasha, Moshe speaks words that are 
so important that they have been included in 
our daily prayers as the "Qeriat Shem'a." 
When a prayer becomes so familiar to us we 
can occasionally forget to focus on the deep 
insight that is contained in its words. Let us 
spend a few minutes and discuss the meaning 
behind the familiar words of the first section 
of the "Shem'a." 
 
Text  

Hear, O Israel. Hashem is our God, Hashem is 
One. And you shall love Hashem your God 
with all your heart and with all your being and 
with all your might. And these words that I 
command to you this day shall be in your 
heart: and you shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, and when you walk on 
the way; when you lie down and when you 
rise. And you shall bind them for a sign upon 
your hand, and they shall be frontlets between  

 

PRAYER SCHEDULE  

SHABBAT VA’ETHANAN 
14 Av / Friday, August 15th 

Shaharith ......................................................6:30 am 
Minhah & Arvith .........................................6:30 pm 
Shabbat Candlelighting  ...............................7:22 pm 
 

15 Av / Shabbat, August 16th 
Shaharith ......................................................8:30 am 
Minhah & Arvith .........................................6:45 pm 
Motzei Shabbat ........................................... 8:18 pm 

 

16 Av / Sunday, August 17th 
Shaharith ......................................................7:30 am 

 

WEEKDAYS 
Shaharith ......................................................6:30 am 

 

SHABBAT EIKEV 
21 Av / Friday, August 22nd 

Shaharith ......................................................6:30 am 
Minhah & Arvith .........................................6:30 pm 
Shabbat Candlelighting  ...............................7:13 pm 

your eyes. And you shall write them upon the 
posts of your house and upon your gates.  
Debarim 6:4-9 
 
Discussion 

What does it mean to love God? The idea of 
having such powerful emotions for God might 
seem a little strange for our children and for us. 
After all, we do not even see Him. We should 
take some time to explain the idea.  
 
How do we know God exists if we can’t see Him? 
We experience so many good things in life. These 
are the things that God has given us. If we love those 
things, we should love God that gave us them.  
 
How can the Torah command an emotion? 
How can we create this emotion in us and in 
our children. Rambam answered this question: 

continued on page 2 
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TORAH READINGS 
 

Parashat  Va’ethanan p. 755  
Haftara  p. 776 

continued from page 1 
What is the way to love and revere God? 
When a person reflects upon God's wonderful 
actions and fantastic creations, and he sees 
His unbounded intelligence. He immediately 
loves, praises and glorifies [God] and has a 
tremendous yearning to know the living God. 
As King David said [In Psalms 42:3] My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God. (Laws of 
the Fundamentals of Torah, 2:2) 
 
Rambam directs us to examine the wonders of 
the natural world in order to come to a love of 
God. We should constantly help our children 
do this using the books that we read to them 
and the trips that we take to point out the won-
ders of creation. A discussion about the won-
ders contained in the functioning of our bod-
ies can inspire in our children a love of God. 
 
We love God by focussing on His actions in 
the world. This creates an awareness of the 
things that we take for granted. 
 
In another section, Rambam describes the 
feelings of love towards God as a person's ob-
session for his beloved. This obsession is con-
stant and all consuming such that every one of 
a person's actions and thoughts is imbued with 
the thought of his beloved. This is Rambam's 
expression of the words "with all your heart 
and all your being and all your might" found 
in the Shem'a. 
 
What are the ways that we can express this 
love in our actions? The continuation of the 
Shem'a has in it the actions that we should do 
to express this love. Speaking about God's To-
rah constantly, regardless of where you are. 
Teaching your children Torah. Writing the 
words of the Torah on our doorposts and on 
the gates of our cities. These are the ways we 
show our love of God.  
 
The idea of love of God follows the statement 
that God is "one." God should be the only 
onein our lives. The one to whom we turn in   

prayer even as we exhaust all "natural" 
means to accomplish our end.  
 
One extension of the idea of loving God is to 
love his creations, including his human crea-
tions, which are of His most special. When 
we constantly focus on the fact that each hu-
man being is a special creation of God, one 
that is made "in His image," we remember 
that His image can have so many different 
and interesting manifestations. 
 
 In fact, when we meet someone with whom 
we disagree, we should focus on how great is 
God's oneness. God's unity can even include 
such diverse opinions as my opinion and that 
of my contender. In this way, love of God 
can translate into love of our fellow man, 
even with those with whom we disagree.  

 

Shabbat Shalom 

 
O My Lord, Your Dwelling Places  

Are Lovely 
by Yehudah ha-Levi  

 
O My Lord, Your dwelling places are lovely  
Your Presence is manifest, not in mystery.  

My dream brought me to the Temple of God  
And I praised its delightful servants,  

And the burnt offering, its meal and libation  
Which rose up in great pillars of smoke.  

I delighted in the song of the Levites,  
In their secrets of the sacrificial service.  

Then I woke, and still I was with you, O Lord,  
And I gave thanks - for to You it is pleasant 

to give thanks!  
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In Memoriam 
These anniversaries occur from Shabbat, the 
15th of Av  (August 16, 2008) to Shabbat, 
the 22nd of Av  (August 23, 2008). It is cus-
tomary to light a memorial candle in the eve-
ning and donate tzedakah. Family members 
are encouraged to attend services.  

 
Monday / 17 Av 

Yaacov Yonah ben Yonah Yitzhak 
Sabiha bat Gurijya Horesh 

Massoodah bat Tirkie 
 

Tuesday / 18 Av 
Kadoori ben Sasson 

 
Wednesday / 19 Av 

Ester bat Rivka 
 

Friday / 21 Av 
Khatoon bat Noosha 

Farangis bat Hanonbibi 
 

Shabbat / 22 Av 
Rahel bat Zivar 

Refuah Shlemah 
 

Please include these individuals in  
your prayers for health and well-being: 

 

Jack Wickett 
Mazel bat Sulha  

Yaheskel ben Regina 
Khayah Noa bat Sara  

Matilda Louisa  
Victor ben Pauline  

Haim ben Mordechai  
Shaul Chai Gavriel ben Sara  

Pnina bat Esther  
Yosi ben Esther 

Shamuel Eliyahu ben Hannah 
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Kahal Joseph 
Norma & Sam Dabby 

Talmud Torah 
2008-09 

Classes Begin  September 7th 
Register at 310.474.0559 

continued from page 4 
The whole world is already filled with the 
words of [the Christian] messiah and the 
words of the commandments, and these words 
have spread to the farthest islands and among 
many unenlightened peoples, and they discuss 
these words and the commandments of the Torah. 
 
The effect of Christianity and Islam was to 
spread the Jewish message - albeit in ways 
with which Jews could not fully agree - 
throughout the world. Today these religions 
represent more than half of the six billion peo-
ple on the face of the earth. The 'Judeo-
Christian ethic' and the Abrahamic faiths have 
shaped much of the civilization of the West. 
The Torah really did become 'your wisdom and 
understanding in the eyes of  the nations.'  
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Vaetchanan: The Guidance of Israel 

R. Jonathan Sacks 
 

In Moses’ day the Israelites must have ap-
peared to an outside observer as a small, un-
distinguished people, children of slaves, who 
did not yet possess a home. Even many gen-
erations later, after they had conquered the 
land, appointed a king, and built the Temple, 
they were a minor power compared to the 
great empires around them. They never 
reached the scale or prestige of Mesopotamia 
or Egypt, Assyria or Babylon. 
 
Yet Moses was convinced that something had 
happened to them of world-transforming sig-
nificance. They had been touched, adopted, 
chosen by G-d for a great task, one that would 
affect not only them but also those who came 
in touch with them. The G-d of Israel was not 
like the gods of other nations. The faith of Is-
rael was not like the religions of other people. 
Of this Moses was sure. He knew with a cer-
tainty that comes only from prophecy of the 
highest order, that what had happened to Is-
rael would reverberate far beyond Israel: 
 
Observe [this Law] carefully, for this is your 
wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the na-
tions, who will hear about all these decrees and 
say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and un-
derstanding people.' What other nation is so 
great as to have their gods near them the way 
the LORD our G-d is near us whenever we pray 
to him? And what other nation is so great as to 
have such righteous decrees and laws as this 
Law I am setting before you today? 
 
According to Nachmanides, the meaning of 
this passage is that 'the statutes and ordinances 
have the great benefit that they will bring hon-
our from others to those who observe them. 
Even their enemies will praise them.' Other 
nations will admire Israel's way of life. Sforno 
interprets it differently: through the Torah  

 

'you will be able to refute a heretic by intel-
lectual proofs.' It is not so much that others 
will admire Israel as that they will acknowl-
edge the Divine source of its laws. The Jew-
ish people will be living proof that G-d exists 
and has communicated with mankind.  
 
R. Shmuel David Luzzatto, writing in a later 
age, sees the text from a different perspec-
tive. 'This is a refutation,' he writes, 'of those 
who say that the statutes Moses gave Israel 
were adopted from the Egyptians and the 
other peoples of his time. Moses' contempo-
raries would have known far better than we 
do if this had been the case.  
 
How then could Moses have been so foolish 
or presumptuous to say to the Israelites that 
the nations, when they heard of these stat-
utes, would say that Israel is a wise and un-
derstanding nation? Rather they would say 
that Israel is a foolish and inferior nation, be-
cause its laws were stolen from others.' 
Moses, suggests Luzzatto, knew that there 
was something different about the laws of Is-
rael. This could not have been the case if Is-
rael had simply adopted or adapted the prac-
tices of its time. 
 
Whichever interpretation we take, the impli-
cation of Moses' words is clear. The Torah 
would have an impact far beyond the 
boundaries, literal or metaphorical, of Israel. 
At no time in the biblical era could this be 
said to be true, but it did come true nonethe-
less. The Greeks, struck by the intensity with 
which Jews studied Torah, called them 'a na-
tion of philosophers.' Then came Christianity 
and Islam, two faiths tracing their ancestry to 
Abraham and drawing much of their inspira-
tion from the Hebrew Bible. Already in the 
twelfth century, Moses Maimonides could 
write (in a passage long censored and only 
recently restored): 

continued on page 4 


