Eden on Earth ’E

By Rabbi Hagay Batzri
Dear Kahal

I'm happy to be back home, to be with you....
The energy that exists in this week’s Torah por-
tion, Parashat “Beshalach” is also seen in the
special name given to this Shabbat, “Shabbat
Shirah” or the Shabbat of Song. During the To-
rah reading we feel the energy of songs as we
chant the song of joy sung by the Jewish people
after Hashem rescued them on the shores of the
Red (or, more correctly, the Reed) Sea, “Az ya-
shir Moshe” shirat hayam: “And then Moses
sang” the song of the Sea.

From the time | was a child in Jerusalem, the
way Shabbat Shira was treated by my family
and the Rabbis in my neighborhood was amaz-
ing. When the words Shabbat Shirah were men-
tioned | immediately felt elevated. | experienced
deep happiness and a sense of belonging as if |
were in the garden of Eden, where birds were
singing, perching on beautiful trees, and all my
senses were full of joy, security, and purity. My
Neshama was just filled up with smell of this gar-
den for the senses.

Even when | think of Shabbat Shira in my mem-
ory, these feelings come over me. It is as though
a wind from this garden is blowing over me
when | just think about this Shabbat in Jerusa-
lem. What kind of powerful experience was that?

Where did it come from? Was | the only the one
who experienced this kind of unexplained joy?
What really happened there?

In my childhood, even before Shabbat Shira
everyone knew it was coming. Even in the
“shuk,” the old market called “Mahane Yehuda,”
located in the center of Jerusalem, we could
hear the sound of sellers calling out their products
and encouraging people to buy special things in
honor of the Shabbat table of Shabbat Shira.
Vendors inherited this tradition and learned
these special calls from their fathers. And, in
one neighborhood people started a “Marathon
Bakashot” that took place in Bet Keneset Ades.
Residents invited everyone to take part and
hear the greatest Hazzanim start singing on
Shabbat Shira beginning at 2 am in the morning

Yes! It was two o’clock in the morning when the
singing started! Hundreds of people would get
ready for it. The excitement was unbelievable,
and there was a holy atmosphere. Boys and
fathers would come in the middle of the night to
sing ancient songs from the soul for five hours.
Girls with their mothers would join us in the
“ezrat nashim” or women'’s section, watching us
from 2" floor. Everyone was singing. The Haz-
zanim sang solos in between the community’s
songs. And no instruments were involved.

| experienced that since | was 3 years old every
Shabbat Shira, until | became a teenager, |
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Shabbat Guest Speaker
Lucien Chocron
PhD

: Next Weekend!
.i! February 11 & 12, 2012

Dr. Chocron specializes in adapting ther-
apy techniques to the religious community. In
addition to teaching at Touro College of Los
Angeles, Dr. Chocron directs the Nurith Com-
munity Counseling Center, lectures on par-
enting issues, and runs seminars on main-
taining healthy relationships. He speaks four
languages and is a Diplomate of the Ameri-
can Psychotherapy Association
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Help fill our tree with life! Cele-
brate your loved ones by ordering a leaf —a
donation of $126 a leaf. Order 4 leaves & get
the 5th free. For information contact Yvette
Dabby at ydabby@sbcglobal.net

Refuah Shlemah
Gerry Shapiro
Eliezer Hai Saltoon ben Roz Saltoon

Kol Mevasser Newsletter
Kahal Joseph Congregation, Los Angeles, CA
310.474.0559 or dafna@kahaljoseph.org

Rabbi Hagay Batzri
Editor & Graphic Designer Dafna Ezran
Adminstrator Sarah Bouchoucha

We remember the following yahrzeits, the annual
anniversary of passings, for the week of February
4th to 11th, 2012. It is customary to light a memorial
candle and donate tzedakah. Family members are
encouraged to attend prayer services in honor of
loved ones on the Shabbat preceding the yahrzeit.
To update information call 310.474.0559.
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used to attend with my father or my
older brother Moshe. | woke them
up early as 1 o'clock in the morning
and we would walk to the syna-
gogue through the Jerusalem win-
ter even though the temperature
was near freezing. This week when
| visited Jerusalem | saw many ad-
vertisements posted on the walls
inviting the public to these special
services of “bakashot” or poetic songs
sung by the greatest hazzanim.

Ar'y Hakadosh said that the whole
purpose of this world is to get to the
level of singing “shirah,” a song to
the Almighty with the angels, the
animals, and the birds singing too.
They sing because they feel com-
pelled to sing; that's how they were
created.

However, human beings may face
many obstacles in life—difficulties
that make them feel they cannot
sing. Then, we should remember
David HaMelech. King David sang
to Hashem even—maybe espe-
cially—when he was facing diffi-
culty. Like King David, we should
make the effort to sing always at alll
times. Hashem promises that if we
sing for Him in this world, we will
sing for Him in the world to come.

Shabbat Shalom U’Mevurach

Wishing You and Your Family a
Peaceful and Blessed Shabbat
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Flavours of Babylon
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1.Children under 5 years old must be
supervised by parents in KIDS ZONE
upstairs. 2.No child is allowed in the

Parashat Beshalach
Weekly Torah Portion

Parasha in Hertz

265 to 281 synagogue lobby or hallways without
Haftara constant supervision by a parent or
guardian. 3. We are not responsible
281 to 287

for children walking out the front door.







