
KOL MEVASSER 
4 Shevat 5772 

28 January 2012 

Erev Shabbat  

Friday, January 27, 2012 

Shaharit/Morning Prayer .........................  6:30 am 

Shabbat Candle Lighting ......................... 4:59 pm 

Minhah/Arbith  ......................................... 5:00 pm 
 

Shabbat Bo 

Saturday, January 28, 2012 

Shabbat Shaharit/Morning Prayer............ 8:30 am 

Tehillim Women’s Reading  ............. after kiddush 

Shabbat Minhah, Seudah, Arbit ............... 4:30 pm 

Motzei Shabbat / Havdallah ..................... 6:04 pm 
 

Weekdays  

Sunday, January 29, 2012 

Shaharit/Morning Prayer .......................... 7:30 am 
 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Women’s Tehillim Group .................... 10:00 am 

In the KJ Library 
 

Monday to Friday, Jan. 30 to Feb. 3, 2012 

Shaharit/Morning Prayer  ......................... 6:30 am 
 

Erev Shabbat  

Friday, February 3, 2012 

Shaharit/Morning Prayer .........................  6:30 am 

Shabbat Candle Lighting ......................... 5:06 pm 

Minhah/Arbith  ......................................... 5:00 pm 
 

Tuesday, February 7th at 6:30 pm 

KJ Tu B’Shvat Celebration 

Free to Members, $18 Guests 

KJ Schedule Darkness Leads to Light 
By Rabbi Marc D. Angel  
 
Rabbi Yitzhak Shemuel Reggio, a 19th century 
Italian Torah commentator, offers an interesting 
insight concerning the plague of darkness. The 
Torah states that Egyptians spent three days in 
deep darkness while “all the children of Israel 
had light in their dwellings.” 
  
Rabbi Reggio opines that the plague of dark-
ness did not befall the land of Egypt—but rather 
the eyes of the Egyptians. Egypt itself was full of 
light; but while the Israelites continued to enjoy 
that light, the eyes of the Egyptians were blan-
keted in darkness. If an Egyptian stood right 
next to an Israelite, the Egyptian would be un-
able to see--but the Israelite would see clearly. 
 
Rabbi Reggio notes that after the plague of 
darkness, the Torah reports that “the man 
Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the 
eyes of Pharaoh’s servants and in the eyes of 
the people.” It seems that the Egyptians did not 
recognize the greatness of Moses until after 
they had experienced darkness. This plague 
somehow caused a transformation within them. 
They started to see things differently, more clearly. 
It took darkness to make them see the light! 
 
For many years, the Egyptians did not think 
twice about their enslavement of the Israelites. 
This was a “normal” fact of life, not to be ques-
tioned. They did not see that anything was mor-

ally wrong with the status quo. They had grown 
so accustomed to their pattern of thinking, that 
they did not question the validity of their as-
sumptions and their lifestyle. 
 
When they were plunged into absolute dark-
ness, they began to realize how wrong they had 
been. They came to understand that their as-
sumptions and patterns of behavior were im-
moral. When they “saw the light”, they then rec-
ognized the greatness of Moses. He was, after 
all, telling the truth! He—not Pharaoh—was the 
agent of truth. 
 
The transformation within the minds of the 
Egyptians may also be evidenced by the To-
rah’s later statement that the children of Israel 
found favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, so that 
the Egyptians gave them presents. The Egyp-
tians no longer saw the Israelites as slaves, as 
objects to be exploited; rather, they saw the Is-
raelites as fellow human beings who had been 
cruelly mistreated. Egyptians felt empathy toward 
the Israelites, whom they had previously treated 
so callously and viciously. They wanted to give 
them presents, to demonstrate human solidarity. 
 
Rabbi Reggio’s insight might be extended to 
relate to human life in general. People live with 
assumptions, values, and patterns of behavior 
typical of their societies. They do not necessar-
ily self-reflect: are these assumptions true? Are 
these values moral? Are these patterns of be-

(Continued on page 3) 



In Memoriam 
We remember the following yahrzeits, the annual 
anniversary of passings, for the week of January 28 
to February 4, 2012. It is customary to light a memo-
rial candle and donate tzedakah. Family members 
are encouraged to attend prayer services in honor of 
loved ones on the Shabbat preceding the yahrzeit. 
To update information call 310.474.0559. 

  

4 Shevat / Shabbat, January 28 

Khorshid Farzaneh Farahi Rahel bat Esther    
  

6 Shevat / Monday, January 30   
Maurice Jacob Jonah Maurice ben Yaacov     

  

7 Shevat / Tuesday, January 31 
Samuel Saul Aaron Shmoel ben Shaul    

  

8 Shevat / Wednesday, February 1  
Ezra Ekaireb Ezra Sion ben David  

F. Ellis Meyer Eliyahoo Faraj ben Abraham Shalom  
  

9 Shevat / Thursday, February 2     
Saul Zakoo Shaul Hai ben Ezra HaLevy 

  

10 Shevat/ Friday, February 3  
Naima Dabby Naima bat Chahla 

  

11 Shevat / Shabbat, February 4 

Malacj Khamani Serah bat Simcha    

Refuah Shlemah 
Gerry Shapiro 

Eliezer Hai Saltoon ben Roz Saltoon 

Parasha & Haftara Readings 
 

Parashat Bo, in Hertz, 248 to 262 
Haftara 263– 264 

 

KAHAL JOSEPH  

TREE OF LIFE 
Help fill our tree with life! 

Celebrate your loved ones by ordering a leaf 
—a donation of $126 a leaf. Order 4 leaves & 
get the 5th free. For information contact 
Yvette Dabby at ydabby@sbcglobal.net 

 

KJ WOMEN’S TEHILLIM GROUP 
WITH RABBANIT ORLY BATZRI 
 

Shabbat after Morning Services 
& Wednesdays at 10 am in the KJ Library 
 

Welcome 
Rabbi Avraham Navah 

KJ Shabbat Guest Speaker on the topic 

“Education is the Foundation” 

Seudah Shlisheet 
 

is sponsored on the one year yahrzeit 
anniversary in memory of 

 

Sason (Sony) Mizrahi, z’’l 
 

by Victor Mizrahi & Family 

Shabbat Kiddush 
is sponsored 
in memory of 

Rebecca Mizrahie, z’’l 
 

by 

The Mizrahie & Jonah Families 

 

KJ Youth Choir 
Sunday, February 5th 

11:00 am 

Join us at Kahal Joseph for the next meeting of our 
children's choir, open to kids ages 6 to 12. At choir, 
kids learn beautiful songs in our tradition, Jewish 
concepts and Sephardic culture. We ask parents and 
children to be prompt! 

Thank You 
Mrs. Nahid Sedaghat 

for hosting a beautiful  
Rosh Hodesh Shevat for the KJ 

Women’s Tehillim Group 
this past Tuesday morning 

Kol Mevasser Newsletter 
Kahal Joseph Congregation, Los Angeles, CA 

310.474.0559 or dafna@kahaljoseph.org 

Rabbi Hagay Batzri 
Editor & Graphic Designer Dafna Ezran 

Adminstrator Sarah Bouchoucha 
 

Mazal Tov 
Karen & Jeremy Avitan 

on the birth of  a daughter 
Congratulations to the grandparents 

Rachel & Jeannot Acoca and Barbara & Yacov 
Avitan; to the great-grandparents  

Lois & Milt Siegel; and to both families 



havior ethical? It is highly difficult to 
rise above one’s milieu and judge 
one’s reality in an honest manner. 
 
Professor Daniel Kahneman, the 
Israeli Nobel Prize winner in Eco-
nomics, has coined the phrase 
“illusion of validity.” He points out 
that we tend to think that our own 
opinions and intuitions are correct. 
We tend to overlook hard data that 
contradict our worldview and to dis-
miss arguments that don’t coincide 
with our own conception of things... 
 
The illusion of validity leads to innu-
merable errors, to wrong judg-
ments, to unnecessary confronta-
tions. If we could be more open 
and honest, self-reflective, willing to 
entertain new ideas and to correct 
erroneous assumptions—we would 
find ourselves in a better, happier 
and more humane world . . . 
 
An old proverb has it that “no one is 
so blind as the one who refuses to 
see.” We might offer this proverb: 
“no one sees so clearly as the one 
who has ... experienced darkness.” 
Shabbat Shalom 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Learn to Chant 
the Haftarah  
Wouldn’t you like to chant 

the final portion from the Torah on Shab-
bat?  Reserve a reading at 310.474. 0559 
in honor of a loved one or a special family 
event. Then, schedule time with Hazzan 
Saeed Jalali & learn authentic Baghdadi 
ta'amim, Iraqi melodies for chanting from 
the Torah & Tanakh.  

 

KAHAL JOSEPH NORMA & SAM DABBY  

AFTERNOON HEBREW SCHOOL 

TUES & THURS, 4 TO 6 PM   FOR KIDS AGES 5 TO 13 
LEARNING & CREATING  JEWISH FRIENDS FOR LIFE 

CONTACT MOLLY AT  MOLLY@KAHALJOSEPH.ORG 

NOTICE TO PARENTS 
1.Children under 5 years old must be 
supervised by parents in KIDS ZONE 
upstairs.  2.No child is allowed in the 
synagogue lobby or hallways without 
constant supervision by a parent or 
guardian. 3. We are not responsible 
for children walking out the front door. 

Sunday, March 4th starting at 10 am 
Do a Mitzvah—or Two! 

Give a few hours and have some fun baking treats for 
Kahal Joseph’s beautiful Purim gift baskets. We   
personally deliver these cheery baskets to many          
appreciative members of  our community.  Donations 
in support of  the Purim Baskets mitzvah project are 
welcomed. Please send your check to:  

Kahal Joseph Congregation—Purim Baskets 
10505 Santa Monica Blvd., L.A. CA 90025.  

For more information call the office at  310.474.0559  
or e-mail ydabby@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Purim Sameah!  ◊◊◊  Happy Purim! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flavours of  Babylon 
An Iraqi Cookbook by Linda Dangoor 

$25 per copy in the KJ Office 

For information contact Yvette Dabby at    

ydabby@sbcglobal.net or call 310.474.0559 

Upcoming Shabbat 
Guest Speaker 

Lucien Chocron, PhD 
February 11 & 12, 2012 

In addition to teaching at 
Touro College of Los Ange-

les, Dr. Chocron currently directs the Nurith Com-
munity Counseling Center, lectures on parenting 
issues, and runs seminars on maintaining healthy 
relationships. Dr. Chocron specializes in adapting 
therapy techniques to religious clients.  




