21 Tammuz 5773

Israel and the Nations
By Rabbi Marc D. Angel

This week’s Torah portion includes a list-
ing of the sacrifices brought on the seven
days of Succoth. Our sages noticed that
seventy calves were offered during the
course of this holiday. Seventy, of course,
is the number traditionally believed to rep-
resent all the nations in the world. The
conclusion was reached: “...Israel atones
for all peoples; for seventy calves which
were burned on the altar at the festival of
Succoth were offered on behalf of the na-
tions, in order that their existence might be
maintained in this world...” (Midrash Shir
haShirim).

Israel prayed for the well-being of all the
nations of the world! Although the nations
probably did not know and did not care
about Israel’s concern for them, Israel
prayed for them. Although few if any of the
nations prayed for Israel, Israel neverthe-
less prayed for all the nations.

The great 19th century thinker, Rabbi Eli-
yahu Benamozegh, noted that Judaism is
in fact the most universal religion in the
world. In his book, “Israel and Humanity,”
he notes that other religions tend to re-

strict salvation only to adherents of their
faiths. By contrast, Judaism teaches that
the righteous of all nations have a place in
the world to come.

Judaism’s universalism manifests itself in
its concern for humanity at large, not
merely for its own religionists. The Talmud
states (Gittin 61A): “Our Rabbis teach: We
sustain the poor of the non-Jews along
with the poor of the Jews; visit the sick of
the non-Jews along with the sick of the
Jews; bury the dead of the non-Jews as
well as the dead of the Jews—because of
the ways of peace (mipenei darkhei sha-
lom).”

Judaism fosters responsibility for the
peace and harmony of society. Rabbi
Haim David Halevy (Asei Lekha Rav 9:30
and 9:33) points out that our responsibility
for non-Jews is not a strategy simply de-
signed to promote our own self-interest i.e.
if we are good to them, they’ll be good to
us. Rather, our responsibility toward non-
idolaters, e.g. Christians and Muslims, is a
firmly established ethical imperative in its
own right.

Rabbi Benzion Uziel wrote of our responsi-
bility for working for yishuvo shel olam
(Continued on page 2)
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(Hegyonei Uziel, v. 2, p. 98), the building and
settlement of society and human civilization.
This involves practical action in social justice
efforts, as well as research and programs
that expand human knowledge and culture.

There is a tendency within the traditionally-
observant Jewish community to stress the
particularism of Judaism, and to downplay
the universalistic elements of our tradition.
While the tendency toward inwardness and
isolationism may be understandable from a
historical and sociological perspective, nev-
ertheless it is a tendency which needs to be
corrected. Vibrant religious Jewish life needs
to look outward as well as inward.

Paul Johnson, in his History of the Jews, has
noted the incredible contributions to the
world made by Judaism and the Jewish peo-
ple. “The world without the Jews would have
been a radically different place....To them
we owe the idea of equality before the law,
both divine and human; of the sanctity of life
and the dignity of the human person; of the
individual conscience and so of personal re-
demption; of the collective conscience and
so of social responsibility; of peace as an ab-
stract ideal and love as a foundation of jus-
tice, and many other items which constitute
the basic moral furniture of the human mind.
Without the Jews, it might have been a much
emptier place.”

Social justice does not belong to the non-
Orthodox movements of Judaism—it is part

Congratulations
to More Amazing Graduates!

Seudah Shlisheet

is sponsored in memory of
Mansour ben Geoula Yadidi, z’l
Ethan Shiri graduated
from Beverly Hills High
School and will be at-

by Margaret Yadidi & Family

tending Indiana
University in the fall.

In Memoriam
We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries for
June 29th to July 6th, 2013. It is customary to
light a memorial candle, donate tzedaka, and at-
tend services the preceding Shabbat.
22 Tammuz / Sunday, June 30th
Abraham Shamash Avraham ben Eliyahu
23 Tammuz / Monday, July 1st
Shalom Jacob Yaacov Shalom ben Yeshaiah
Lulu Farha Zekaria
24 Tammuz / Tuesday, July 2nd
Aaron David Aharon David ben Avraham Haim
Elias Joseph
25 Tammuz / Wednesday, July 3rd
Heskel Dabby Haskel ben Yoseph
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26 Tammuz / Thursday, July 4th
Flossie David Solomon Farha bat Roza
David Hattanian David ben Yitzhak

28 Tammuz / Shabbat, July 6th
Ezra Said Goury Ezra Said ben Simcha

and parcel of traditional Orthodoxy. Tikkun
olam is not the provenance of secularist
Jews, but is an essential ingredient in tradi-
tional Orthodox Judaism.

It is important for Orthodox Judaism to re-
claim its visionary universalistic worldview.
Along with adherence to our ritual mitzvoth,
we need to enlarge our commitment to the
mitzvoth of social responsibility and social
activism. With an inspired and vocal Ortho-
dox Judaism, the world can become a better
place for all.

Shabbat Shalom

Refuah Shlemah
Yocheved bat Rachel, Mazal bat Malka, Dan
Herdoon, Mazal Tov bat Salha Matana, Moshe
ben Ezra, Sasson ben Rahel/Sassoon Moses,
Penina bat Henia, Dov Ber ben Sonia, Maurice
Ovadia / Moshe ben Noosha, Pnina bat Esther,
Vera Levi Yossef ben Jamila, Ruth bat Aliza,

Dina bat Simha, Shoshana Goury/ Shoshana bat
Rahel, Gerry Meyers / Ezra ben Yosef Aharon




