
 

 

KOL MEVASSER 
11 Elul 5773 

17 August 2013 

Parashat Ki Tetze Weekly Torah Portion  

Book of Deuteronomy / Devarim 840 to 857 
Haftara from Isaiah/Yishayahu 857 to 858 

KJ Schedule 

Parashat Ki Tetze 
Friday, August 16th 

Selichot ........................................... 5:30 am 
Shaharit .......................................... 6:30 am 
Shir Hashirim .................................. 6:45 pm 
Minha & Arbit ................................... 7:00 pm 
Candle Lighting ............................... 7:20 pm 

 

Shabbat 
Saturday, August 17th 

Shaharit .......................................... 8:30 am 
Ladies Tehillim ................................ 6:00 pm 
Minha/Arbit ..................................... 6:45 pm 
Shabbat Havdallah ......................... 8:05 pm 
 

Weekdays 
Sunday, August 18th 

Selichot ........................................... 6:30 am 
Shaharit .......................................... 7:30 am 

 

Monday to Friday, August 19 to 23 
Selichot ........................................... 5:30 am 
Shaharit .......................................... 6:30 am 

 

Erev Shabbat 
Friday, August 23rd 

Selichot ........................................... 5:30 am 
Shaharit .......................................... 6:30 am 
Shir Hashirim .................................. 6:45 pm 
Minha & Arbit ................................... 7:00 pm 
Candle Lighting ............................... 7:12 pm 

Parameters of Justice 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 
 
In Deuteronomy 24, we encounter for the first 
time the explicit statement of a law of far-
reaching significance: “Parents shall not be 
put to death for children, nor children who put 
to death for parents: a person shall be put to 
death only for his own crime. (Deut. 24:16)” 
 
We have strong historical evidence as to what 
this law was excluding, namely vicarious pun-
ishment, the idea that someone else may be 
punished for my crime: For example, in the 
Middle Assyrian Laws, the rape of unbetrothed 
virgin who lives in her father’s house is pun-
ished by the ravishing of the rapist’s wife, who 
also remains thereafter with the father of the 
victim. Hammurabi decrees that if a man 
struck a pregnant woman, thereby causing her 
to miscarry and die, it is the assailant’s daugh-
ter who is put to death. If a builder erected a 
house which collapsed, killing the owner’s 
son, then the builder’s son, not the builder, is 
put to death. (Nahum Sarna, Exploring Exo-
dus, p. 176) 
 
We also have inner-biblical evidence of how 
the Mosaic law was applied. Joash, one of the 
righteous kings of Judah, attempted to stamp 
out corruption among the priests, and was as-
sassinated by two of his officials. He was suc-
ceeded by his son Amaziah, about whom we 
read the following: After the kingdom was firm-
ly in his grasp, he [Amaziah] executed the offi-

cials who had murdered his father the king. Yet 
he did not put the sons of the assassins to 
death, in accordance with what is written in the 
Book of the Law of Moses where the Lord com-
manded: “Fathers shall not be put to death for 
their children, nor children put to death for their 
fathers; each is to die for his own sins.” (2 
Kings:14: 5-6) 
 
The obvious question, however, is: how is this 
principle compatible with the idea, enunciated 
four times in the Mosaic books, that children 
may suffer for the sins of their parents? ”The 
Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faith-
fulness, maintaining love to thousands, and for-
giving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He 
does not leave the guilty unpunished; He pun-
ishes the children and their children for the sin 
of the fathers to the third and fourth genera-
tion.” (Ex. 34: 7; see also 20:5; Numbers 14: 18; 
Deut. 5: 8) 
 
The short answer is simple: It is the difference 
between human justice and divine justice. We 
are not God. We can neither look into the 
hearts of wrongdoers nor assess the full conse-
quences of their deeds. It is not given to us to 
execute perfect justice, matching the evil a per-
son suffers to the evil he causes. We would not 
even know where to begin. How do you punish 
a dictator responsible for the deaths of millions 
of people? How do you weigh the full extent of 
a devastating injury caused by drunken driving, 
where not only the victim but his entire family is 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

 

Refuah Shlemah 
Yocheved bat Rachel         Mazal bat Malka,  
Dan Herdoon     Mazal Tov bat Salha Matana 

Moshe ben Ezra               Vera Levi  
Sasson ben Rahel/Sassoon Moses 

Penina bat Henia            Dov Ber ben Sonia 
Maurice Ovadia / Moshe ben Noosha,  

Pnina bat Esther             Yossef ben Jamila 
Ruth bat Aliza           Dina bat Simha 

Shoshana Goury/ Shoshana bat Rahel 
Gerry Meyers / Ezra ben Yosef Aharon 

Yehoshua ben Channah  
Chaim Aryeh Yehuda ben Yocheved 

In Memoriam 
We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries for  
August 17th to 24th, 2013. It is customary to 
light a memorial candle, donate tzedaka, and 
attend service s the preceding Shabbat.   

 

12 Elul / Sunday, August 18th 
Menasseh Saltoon Menasseh ben Nissim 

 

13 Elul / Monday, August 19th  
Nessim ben Yitro 

Isaac Ferris Abraham Yitzhak Faraj 
Sophie Solomon Simhah bat Khatoon 

   

14 Elul / Tuesday, August 20th 
Nathan Assia 

Haim ben Haim Elazar 
Harry Brook Moses Haim Baruch ben Moshe Ezra 

 

15 Elul / Wednesday, August 21st 
Sophie Meyer Simha bat Rifka 

 

16 Elul / Thursday, August 22nd 
Flower Elias Farha bat Yochevet 

 

17 Elul / Friday, August 23rd  
Gala Nathan Gala bat Sheikoory 

 

18 Elul / Shabbat, August 24th  
Rahel bat Rahma Khatoon 

David S. Kelly KJ Youth Choir  
The choir will resume Sunday, August 
25th. We look forward to our kids, par-
ents, & devoted volunteers enjoying 
learning and singing with Rabbi Batzri! 
See you soon! 

Shabbat Kiddush  
 

is sponsored in honor of 
 

Oran Shadian’s 
Bar Mitzvah 

 

by 

Marcelle Shadian and 
Elie Shadian & Family 

 

Mazal Tov 
 

Moselle & Michael Amron 
on your 68th  

Wedding Anniversary 
 

Kahal Joseph 
wishes  

you both many 
more happy & 
healthy years 

 

Wedding photo above: 
August 19, 1945 

Maghen David Synagogue 
Calcutta, India 

 

 
Park bench photo to right 
Darjeeling, India, 1945 

Dear Congregants, we ask that you refrain from 
wearing perfumes or colognes in the sanctuary 

High Holy Days Tickets  
Now’s the perfect time to renew or begin 

your membership. We are a community and 
our members support wonderful programs 
for young and old. For information contact 

Sarah at 310.474.0559. 
Family Membership 

2 adult tickets & their children’s tickets  
Single Membership—1 adult ticket 

Guest Adult Tickets—$250 
Student Tickets, 18 to 30—$50 / $100 

Guest Kids, 0 to 17—$50 

Food Donations for  

High Holy Days Children’s Room 
The High Holy Days are rapidly approaching. 

We’re organizing our special children’s program. 

One special feature of KJ’s program is the 

healthy, abundant kosher snacks we provide  

kids. Please contribute kosher, nonperishable 

food items to enable us to continue our tradi-

tion of hospitality for our kids. Thank You! 
Shabbat Shalom U’Mevorah 



 

 

affected for the rest of their lives? How do we 
assess the degree of culpability of, say, those 
Germans who knew what was happening dur-
ing the Holocaust but did or said nothing? Mor-
al guilt is a far more difficult concept to apply 
than legal guilt. 
 
Human justice must work within the parameters 
of human understanding and regulation. Hence 
the straightforward rule: no vicarious punish-
ment. Only the wrongdoer is to suffer, and only 
after his guilt has been established by fair and 
impartial judicial procedures. That is the foun-
dational principle set out, for the first time in 
Deuteronomy 24: 16. 
 
However, the issue did not end there. In two 
later prophets, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, we find 
an explicit renunciation of the idea that children 
might suffer for the sins of their parents, even 
when applied to Divine justice. Here is Jeremi-
ah, speaking in the name of God: In those days 
people will no longer say, ”The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge.’ Instead, everyone will die for his 
own sin; whoever eats sour grapes-his own 
teeth will be set on edge. (Jeremiah 31: 29-30) 
 
And this, Ezekiel: 
The word of the Lord came to me: “What do 
you people mean by quoting this proverb about 
the land of Israel: ‘The fathers eat sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? “As 
surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, 
you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 
For every living soul belongs to me, the father 
as well as the son-both alike belong to me. The 
soul that sins is the one who will die.” (Ezekiel 
18: 1-3) 

(Continued from page 1) 

Please Return Missing  
Kahal Joseph Library Books 

Many people enjoy our amazing library. But a 
number of books—including Ladies Tehillim 
Group books #1, 2, 19 & 21, and more—are 

missing. If you have a KJ library book, 
please return it soon. Then others may also 
share our wonderful collection.  

We thank you in advance! 

 
The Talmud (Makkot 24a) raises the obvious 
question. If Ezekiel is correct, what then hap-
pens to the idea of children being punished to 
the third and fourth generation? Its answer is 
astonishing: Said R. Jose ben Hanina: Our 
master Moses pronounced four [adverse] sen-
tences on Israel, but four prophets came and 
revoked them . . . Moses said, “He punishes 
the children and their children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation.” 
Ezekiel came and declared: “The soul that sins 
is the one who will die.” Moses decreed: Eze-
kiel came and annulled the decree! Clearly the 
matter cannot be that simple. After all, it was 
not Moses who decreed this, but God Himself. 
What do the sages mean? 
 
They mean, I think, this: the concept of perfect 
justice is beyond human understanding, for the 
reasons already given. We can never fully 
know the degree of guilt. Nor can we know the 
full extent of responsibility. The Mishnah in 
Sanhedrin (4: 5), says that a witness in capital 
cases was solemnly warned that if, by false 
testimony, a person was wrongly sentenced to 
death, he, the witness, “is held responsible for 
his [the accused's] blood and the blood of his 
[potential] descendants until the end of time.” 
Nor, when we speak of Providence, is it al-
ways possible to distinguish punishment from 
natural consequence. A drug-addicted mother 
gives birth to a drug-addicted child. A violent 
father is assaulted by his violent son. Is this 
retribution or genetics or environmental influ-
ence? When it comes to Divine, as opposed to 
human justice, we can never reach beyond the 
most rudimentary understanding, if that. 
 
Two things are clear from God’s words to Mo-
ses. First, He is a God of compassion but also 

of justice–since without justice, there is anar-
chy, but without compassion, there is neither 
humanity nor hope. Second, in the tension be-
tween these two values, God’s compassion 
vastly exceeds His justice. The former is forever 
(“to thousands [of generations]“). The latter is 
confined to the lifetime of the sinner: the “third 
and fourth generation” (grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren) are the limits of posterity 
one can expect to see in a human lifetime. 
 
What Jeremiah and Ezekiel are talking about 
is something else. They were speaking about 
the fate of the nation. Both lived and worked at 
the time of the Babylonian exile. They were 
fighting a mood of despair among the people. 
“What can we do? We are being punished for 
the sins of our forefathers.” Not so, said the 
prophets. Each generation holds its destiny in 
its own hands. Repent, and you will be forgiv-
en, whatever the sins of the past – yours or 
those who came before you. 
 
Justice is a complex phenomenon, Divine jus-
tice infinitely more so. One thing, however, is 
clear. When it comes to human justice, Moses, 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel all agree: children may 
not be punished for the sins of their parents. 
Vicarious punishment is simply unjust. 



 

 

Errol Levi Social Hall  & Ballroom 
Did you know that Kahal Joseph has one of the most beautiful  

ballrooms on the Westside for your private event?  
Do you know that we have an amazing, kosher catering kitchen?  

And a modern children's playroom for younger visitors?  
Kahal Joseph is fabulous for parties up to 200 guests.  

Contact Sarah Bouchoucha at 310.474.0559 for information. 

Selihot Concer 
Tuesday, September 10th, 2013 

at Kahal Joseph Cong�egation 

with 

Rabbi Hagay Batzri & Rabbi Daniel Bouskila 
 

A musical and spirit)al ex�avaganza 

feat)ring some of the world’s leading Sephardic hazzanim 

joining together for an uplisting evening of Selihot 

Engagement 

Party 

Wedding  

Brit Milah 

Baby Naming 

Birthday Party 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Anniversary 

Company Event 


