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27 December 2014

The Faith of Generations
By Rabbi Marc D. Angel

After 22 years of separation, Jacob was finally to
be re-united with his beloved son Joseph. Jacob
and family came to Egypt where Joseph had risen
to a position second only to Pharaoh.

The Torah reports the long-awaited reunion of fa-
ther and son. “And Joseph made ready his chariot,
and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen:
and he presented himself unto him, and fell on his
neck, and wept on his neck a good while”
(Bereishith 46:29). Joseph was obviously very
emotional to once again see his father.

While Jacob was surely overwhelmed to re-unite
with Joseph, the Torah does not describe him as
embracing Joseph or weeping in joy. Rashi, citing
a Midrash, explains Jacob’s lack of demonstrative-
ness: Jacob did not embrace Joseph or kiss him,
because Jacob was reciting the Shemal! At the
very moment when Joseph was hugging Jacob,
Jacob was busy saying the Shema!

This is a very perplexing Midrashic comment.
Couldn’t Jacob have recited the Shema a few
minutes earlier? Did he really need to recite the

Shema at the very moment when Joseph was hug-

ging him? And does it take more than a few sec-
onds to say the Shema?

Even more perplexing is the fact that the Torah
had not yet been given at that time. There was no
Shema text for Jacob to recite! And to deepen the

perplexity, a Midrash posits that the Shema
verse was actually first stated by Jacob’s sons
when Jacob was on his deathbed, years after
Jacob’s meeting with Joseph.

What then is Rashi, and the Midrash before him,
trying to teach by describing Jacob as reciting
the Shema when he first met Joseph after so
many years of separation?

Let us think more carefully about the Midrash
that describes the origin of the Shema. Jacob
was dying, surrounded by his family. The Mid-
rash suggests that Jacob was worried: would his
children carry on his teachings? Would they be
faithful to the God of Israel (Israel being Jacob’s
other name)? Sensing his concern, his children
said in unison: Hear O lIsrael, the Lord is our
God, the Lord is One. This is the origin of the
Shemal! The children were reassuring their father
that they would follow his teachings and his faith.

According to this Midrash, the Shema is not
merely a general proclamation of faith, but is a
very personal and direct statement connecting
child and parent. It demonstrates an unflinching
commitment to continue the faith and traditions
maintained by the parent. It is a powerful link in
the religious tradition, connecting the generations
in a bond of faith.

With this idea as a backdrop, we may now revisit
the reunion of Jacob and Joseph. Jacob was not
really sure about the spiritual life of his son. After
all, Joseph had lived in Egypt for many years,
(Continued on page 2)
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Vayigash

Erev Shabbat
Friday, December 26th
Shaharit / Morning Prayer ..6:30 am
Shabbat Candle Lighting..4:32 pm
Minha / Arbith ........cccoeeeeee. 4:32 pm

Shabbat
Parashat Vayigash
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Shaharit/Morning Prayer ....8:30 am
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was dressed as an Egyptian, was married to
an Egyptian woman, was raising his children
in the midst of Egyptian society. Was Jo-
seph still loyal to the God of Israel? Did Jo-
seph still maintain the values and ideals of
Jacob?

As they were about to meet, Jacob was not
certain that Joseph still belonged to the peo-
ple of Israel in a spiritual sense. But when
Joseph was so effusive in his embrace of his
father, Jacob realized that this Egyptian-
looking man was in fact still a son of Israel.
In a symbolic sense, Jacob recited the She-
ma, the proclamation of assurance that his
child would indeed follow the faith and ideals
of Israel. Although Jacob did not literally re-
cite the Shema text, he deeply felt its mes-
sage of unity among the generations.

When parents and children can recite the
Shema together, the generations embrace
each other in a mighty chain of continuity.
When there is a generation gap—when ei-
ther parents or children cannot or do not re-
cite the Shema together—the Jewish tradi-
tion unravels.

In a sermon delivered at his grandson’s Bar
Mitzvah in May 1962, Rabbi David de Sola
Pool spoke of the need for the generations
of Jews to live their Judaism actively. “We
must not allow ourselves to become decrepit
veterans dreaming of past victories in the
struggle for holiness. We have to be some-
thing more than feeble survivors of once glo-
rious days...Our life as Jews must be the
result of something more than inertia based
on the physical fact that we were born into

Thank You

Elsa Singman and the Sisterhood

of Kahal Joseph for a wonderful
Children’s Hanukkah Party
for our youngest members

Seudah Shlisheet

is sponsored in memory of

Gohar Taj (Taji) Darovar Hawa
z"l

Refuah Shlemah
Moselle Amron « Tilda Levy ¢ Joseph Sharaf
Maurice Ovadia * Michael Herzbrun
Saul Sassoon ¢ Sassoon Ezra

the Jewish people....Within every one of us
who is worthy of bearing the Jewish name
there must be a conscious sense of a divine
call to serve our fellow men for today and
tomorrow.... Weaklings among us may fall
away as they have done in every genera-
tion. But the true spiritual descendants of
Abraham, of Moses, and of all our heroic
sages and saints keep the Jewish light kin-
dled, and hand it down from generation to
generation.”

When Jacob recited the Shema upon meet-
ing Joseph, and when Jacob’s sons said the
Shema at their father’s death bed, the gen-
erations were being united in a profound
spiritual bond. We, their modern-day de-
scendants, must also strive to say the She-
ma together. Shabbat Shalom

In Memoriam
We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries for
Dec 27, 2014 to January 3, 2015. It is custom-
ary to light a memorial candle, donate tzeda-
ka, & attend services the preceding Shabbat.

5 Tevet / Shabbat, December 27th
Mida Judah Masooda bat Dina
Esther Sales Esther HaMalka bat Rivka
Elisha Samuel Elisha ben Sassoon

6 Tevet / Sunday, December 28th
Salem Kooby
Raquel Emquies Rahel bat Clara Levy

7 Tevet / Monday, December 29th
Eliezer David Levy Eliezer ben David Halevy

8 Tevet /| Tuesday, December 30th
Abraham Khazoon
Rabbi Elias Levi Eliyahu Haim ben Shlomo
Max Nathan Mordechai ben Rafael Natan
David Sassoon Solomon David Sasson ben
Shlomo Reuven

9 Tevet /| Wednesday, December 31st
Eddie Jacob Ezra Yehezkel ben Yaacov Azoori
Abid Nissim ben Abid

10 Tevet / Thursday, January 1st
Shalom Kamara Shalom ben Menashe
Haim Baruch ben Shalom Mingail

We want you to be a member!
Did you join us this fall over the High Holy
Days? Whatever you spent for tickets will
be applied towards an annual membership

in Kahal Joseph. Join our wonderful com-
maunity! Call Sarah at 310.474.0559

Errol Levi Social Hall & Ballroom
Engagement? Wedding? Brit Milah?
Bar Mitzvah? Baby Shower? Birthday?
Kahal Joseph has one of the most beautiful
ballrooms on the Westside for your private
event including up to 200 guests.
Contact Sarah at 310.474.0559
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