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Rebbetzin’s Message
Jessica Melhado on dreams and hope
In Mikets, we continue the story of Joseph,
starting with Pharaoh’s dreams and ending
when the brothers come to Egypt to get food
due to the famine. Joseph’s dreams from last
week are part of what motivated his siblings to
want to get rid of him. By contrast, Pharaoh’s
dreams this week are the mechanism by which
Joseph, his family, and all of Egypt are saved.
When Pharaoh calls for Joseph, he is clearly
having a crisis. These dreams are plaguing him
so much that he gets a man out of prison to
help him interpret. It might seem obvious to us
– of course fat cows being eaten by thin cows
and limp corn eating robust corn must mean
famine! But Pharaoh didn’t have the advantage
of already knowing the outcome. Perhaps the
cows meant that strong Egypt was to be taken
over by a weaker enemy? Joseph resolves the
crisis for Pharaoh, and God’s interpretation resonates so much for Pharaoh that he puts Joseph in charge of making sure Egypt survives
the next fourteen years.
Although Joseph was there to help Pharaoh,
sometimes it can be an internal insight that can
solve a crisis. The midrash says that Adam HaRishon (the first man) celebrated the first Hanukkah festival because he realized that the
days were getting longer again after slowly getting shorter through the fall. He had no real
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knowledge to confirm that the sun would continue to return. Perhaps it was just a fluke, and
in a few days the light would go back to getting
shorter. Most people would have likely not realized that this was a moment to thank God until much later, when the outcome was fully
known. Adam HaRishon was likely blessed
both by amazing faith and an internal understanding or prophecy beyond that of a normal
person. (See Abodah Zarah 8a)
Life can feel very dark when dreams are delayed or deferred, or even become impossible.
Two years ago, at Hanukkah, I was beginning
to feel as though my dreams were going nowhere. We had been trying to have a baby for
almost two years, a harrowing experience that
made me feel as though we were somehow being punished for wanting something that should
be normal and easily attainable. Not only that,
while on vacation with family, we got word that
Bettyrose, the woman who had been like a
grandmother to me since I was ten years old,
had died suddenly from the complications of a
broken hip. There was no way to get home in
time to get to the funeral, and in her death, another dream had died. I had held in my heart a
desire to bring a beautiful baby for her to meet,
just as I had been able to introduce her to my
future husband and have her dance at our wedding. Our struggle with infertility seemed to
have taken another dream from us.
(Continued on page 3)

Parashat Mikets
Hanukkah VI, Rosh Hodesh Tebet
T: Gen. 41:1-44:17, Num. 28:9-15, 7:42-47
Hertz 155, 695, 599; Stone 222, 890, 768
H: Zach. 2:14–4:7, Is. 66:1, 66:23
Hertz 987, 944/47; Stone 1210, 1208/10
Tefillot: Mashib Haruah, Ya'aleh VeYabo
Al Hanisim, full Hallel, Musaf R"H

KJ Schedule
Hanukkah, Ereb Shabbat
& Ereb Rosh Hodesh Tebet
6th Night—Friday, December 11th
Shaharit ............................... 6:15 am
Minha ................................... 4:30 pm
Hanukkah Candles.. approx. 4:20 pm
Shabbat Candle Lighting.. 4:26 pm
Arbit / Kabbalat Shabbat ...... 5:00 pm

Yom Shabbat, Hanukkah
Rosh Hodesh Tebet
Saturday, December 12th
Shaharit / Morning Prayer .... 8:30 am
Keri’at HaTorah .................. 10:15 am
Musaf ................................ 11:30 am
Minhah ................................. 4:00 pm
Women’s Tehillim................. 4:00 pm
Se’udah Shelisheet .............. 5:00 pm
Arbit...................................... 5:20 pm
Habdallah ............................. 5:29 pm
(Continued on page 2)

In Memoriam

Seudah Shelisheet
is sponsored in memory of

Baruch Iraj ben Yaacov, z’’l
by

The Partiyeli Family

Shabbat Kiddush
is sponsored by

Rabbi Raif & Jessica Melhado
in honor of their daughter

Penny’s Birthday
&
Louise Nathan & Sunny Sassoon
in memory of their father

Congratulations
Kahal Joseph wishes
Penny Melhado Mazal Tov
on the special occasion of
her first birthday
May her parents always enjoy
happiness from her as she grows

Congratulations
Kahal Joseph wishes
Senior Hazzan Sassoon Ezra
Mazal Tov on the occasion of
his birthday. We honor him for
over five decades of devoted
service to Kahal Joseph

Jack Sassoon, z’’l
KJ Schedule

(continued)

Hanukkah
8th Night—Sunday, December 13th
Shaharit............................................. . 7:30 am
Talmud Torah.................................... 10:00 am
Sisterhood Children’s Party .............. 11:00am
Westwood Synagogues Party 5:00-8:00 pm
Hanukkah Candle Lighting ........ after 5:30 pm
8th Day—Monday, December 14th
Shaharit ............................................ . 6:15 am
Weekdays
Tuesday, Dec 15th to Friday, Dec 18th
Shaharit ............................................ . 6:30 am
Ereb Shabbat
Friday, December 18th
Shaharit ............................................ . 6:30 am
Minha ................................................ . 4:30 pm
Shabbat Candle Lighting................ 4:28 pm
Arbit / Kabbalat Shabbat ................... . 5:00 pm

We remember yahrzeit anniversaries from
December 12 to 19, 2015. It is customary to
light a memorial candle, donate tzedaka &
attend Shabbat services.
1 Tebet / Sunday, December 13th
Saul Mizrahie Shaul ben Eliyahu Mordechai
Jack Sassoon Yaacov Yoseph ben Sassoon
Victoria Saul
2 Tebet / Monday, December 14th
David ben Ezra
3 Tebet / Tuesday, December 15th
Isaac Jacob Itzhak ben Yaakov
Vicky Messiah Rahma Victoria bat Khatoon
4 Tebet / Wednesday, December 16th
Seemah Meyer Simha bat Aziza
5 Tebet / Thursday, December 17th
Mida Judah Masooda bat Dina
Esther Sales Esther HaMalka bat Rivka
Elisha Samuel Elisha ben Sassoon Shmuel
Hacham
6 Tebet / Friday, December 18th
Raquel Emquies Rahel bat Clare Levy
Salem Kooby
7 Tebet / Shabbat, December 19th
Eliezer David Levy Eliezer ben David HaLevy

Refuah Shelemah
Abe Abraham • Moselle Amron
Mordechai Cohen • Esther Duke
Sassoon Ezra • Miriam bat Yetta
Sylvia Cohen •Tilda Levy
Maurice Ovadia

Shabbat Shalom
Happy Hanukkah!
Hodesh Tob

(continued from page 1)
As we were grappling with how to continue
the vacation, a strange thing started happening. We suddenly started seeing rainbows in
every direction, multiple times a day, spanning the sky. Despite having vacationed in
that exact same spot for fifteen years, we
had maybe seen one or two other rainbows,
and certainly never multiple or even multiple
at once! In a quiet corner of my heart, I
acknowledged the small voice that was saying that this was a sign. In Jewish tradition,
rainbows symbolize the covenant between
God and Noah, that God will never destroy
the Earth again. It seemed like maybe all of
these rainbows were meant to reassure us
that the story was not over yet. Although
Bettyrose had died, there was still enough to
build more dreams on.

Four months later, we found out I was pregnant, and just a few days shy of Bettyrose’s
first yahrzeit, our daughter was born. Penny’s full name, Penina, which means “pearl,”
was chosen in part to honor the classy style
of Bettyrose, who dearly loved her
pearls. In hindsight, as we prepare to celebrate Penny’s first birthday, I can identify
that moment when we heard of Bettyrose’s
death might have been the low-point in our
journey. We did not have a Joseph in our
lives to make it completely clear, nor were
we as confident as Adam that things were
going to work out exactly as we hoped. Rather, we found a glimmer of light in the symbol of the rainbow, and we were beyond
grateful when things worked out.
Every life is touched with darkness and
struggle, dreams deferred, delayed and

even seemingly impossible. Hanukkah is
focused on light – both the act of lighting
candles and the fact that we increase the
candles each night. Every year, I anticipate
the last night, when the hanukkiah blazes
with all nine candles lit. It is the iconic image of Hanukkah. As we celebrate Shabbat
Hanukkah, and our daughter Penny, it is
my new dream that we all find hope and
peace, even if it just a whisper, a rainbow
in the sky or a small voice telling us to
move forward, as well as the wisdom to realize when things are good, and when a
dream has been achieved.
Happy Hanukkah!
Rebbetzin Melhado can be reached at
jessica@kahaljoseph.org

The Sisterhood of Kahal Joseph
invites the children of our community to a

Hanukkah Celebration
Sunday, December 13th 2015 at 11:00 am
featuring wonderful entertainment

Clown & Balloon Art Amazing Magician
Sweets & Treats for the Children & Fun for the Whole Family
RSVP Requested by Dec. 11th
Elsa at 323.934.3439

Louise 818.884.0120

Hannie 310.247.0220

KJ Talmud Torah
& Sunday School
Friends Creativity
Jewish Learning
For information contact
Mrs. Hanna Elkouby, Director
424-283-0893

Eight Days of Lights!
Celebrate Hanukkah with KJ!

Hanukkah Weekdays—
Weekdays—Special Hanukkah Shaharit
Friday, December 11 & Monday, December 14 - 6:15 AM
Sunday, December 13 at 7:30 AM

Join us each morning as we read shaharit with Hallel, do a special Torah
reading, & light the menorah to celebrate the miracle of Hanukkah

Day 6 - Saturday, December 12—
12—Shabbat Hanukkah Kiddush
We will have a special Hanukkah kiddush, sponsored by Rabbi Melhado &
family in honor of Penny’s first birthday, and by Louise Nathan &
Sunny Sassoon in memory of their father, Jack Sassoon.
Sassoon.
Day 7 - Sunday, December 1313-Parties!
Talmud Torah Hanukkah Party, 10:00 AM

Raffles, prizes, food & surprises!

Sisterhood Hanukkah Celebration, 11:00 AM

Clown & balloon art! Magician! Sweets and treats for the children!
It’ll be fun for the whole family. RSVP by Dec 11th

Westwood Synagogues Hanukkah Block Party, 5:00 PMPM-8:00 PM
PM
In front of the Westwood Jewish Center Westwood Ave. and Massachusetts. Join us for a DJ, food and menorah
lighting, with friends from all of the WestwoodWestwood-area synagogues.

Flavors of Babylon
$30, 2nd ed., Reserve a Copy
Linda Dangoor was born in Baghdad and settled in
the UK. Although she left Iraq when only ten, the
link to her roots through food has always been very
strong. Her Middle Eastern background and travels enhanced the
discovery of dishes & inspired the creation of new ones. To order
call 310.474.0559 or send a $30 check to Attn: Flavours of Babylon
Kahal Joseph, 10505 Santa Monica Blvd Los Angeles, CA 90025

