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Rabbi’s Message

KOL MEVASSER

Jacob’s arrival in Egypt begins the
enactment of the Covenant Between
the Pieces, in which God foretells our
slavery to Pharaoh (Gen. 15). Our
Sages agree that this period lasted for
generations, plenty of time for the
memory of our patriarchs to fade. For
how long could a Hebrew identity be
retained while embedded at the bottom
rung of a hostile society? Whatever Torah was known
at the time of Joseph must have sunk to a wretched
level for God to start Sinai from a blank slate.
Several Midrashim record that one of the few treasures
to survive slavery was our sacred Hebrew language.
Though the Egyptians may have altered the way we
think about the world, we could not let them take our
way of talking about it. In the framing of the Midrashim,
it was this loyalty that prompted God to redeem us.
In a very different set of circumstances, modern Sephardi
communities also struggle with cultural retention. We
have left the lands where our ancestors became great,
and much has fallen by the wayside as we assume the
lifestyle of our new homes.
Yet once in a while, a treasure from the past ignites a
memory that may help save something from extinction.
The facing column shows a charming poem once used
to teach Hebrew to the children of Baghdad – much as
the Israelites may have done millennia before in Egypt.
My beloved elders, which of you can remember the
melody for us to preserve for the future? If you
know it, email me at rabbimelhado@kahaljoseph.org
or call the office at 310-474-0559.

Parashat Mikets

Shabbat Hanukkah (VII)
Torah(§): Gen. 41:1–44:17, Num. 7:48–53
Hertz 155, 599; Stone 222, 770
Haftara: Zach. 2:14–4:7
Hertz 987–989; Stone 1210–1211
Tefillot: Mashiv Haruah, Al Hanisim (at
Shaharit and Musaf), Full Hallel

KJ Schedule
Erev Shabbat
Friday, December 30th
Shaharit .................................... 6:25 am
Hanukkah Candlelighting .......... 4:35 pm
Shabbat Candles........ right afterwards
Minha ........................... 4:30 pm SHARP
Kabbalat Shabbat / Arvit ........... 4:45 pm

Yom Shabbat
Saturday, December 31st
Shaharit / Morning Prayer .......... 8:30 am
Keri’at HaTorah ...................... 10:15 am
Musaf ...................................... 11:45 am
Women’s Tehillim ..... right after kiddush
Minha ....................................... 4:00 pm
Se’uda Shelisheet ...................... 4:45 pm
Arvit ......................................... 5:25 pm
Havdala ................................... 5:39 pm
Hanukkah Candles ....... right afterwards
(Continued on page 2)
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Condolences

Hanukkah (VIII)

Secular New Year / Sunday, January 1st
Shaharit ......................................... 7:30 am

Weekdays

Monday, January 2nd
Shaharit ......................................... 7:00 am
Tuesday to Friday, January 3rd to 6th
Shaharit ......................................... 6:25 am

Next Shabbat / Fri & Sat, Jan 6th & 7th
Shabbat Candlelighting....................4:40 pm
Friday Minha ............................... 4:30 pm
Shaharit ......................................... 8:30 am
Saturday Minha ............................. 4:00 pm
Havdala ......................................... 5:45 pm
Please note: the 10th of Tevet fast
will take place on Sunday, January 8th

Shabbat Shalom Umvorakh

We send our deepest condolences to the
family and friends of

Edmond Kamara, z’’l

may his memory be blessed. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to his wife Dora, his
children Steven, Sandy, and Shelly Kamara,
and the entire family. May Hashem comfort
the families together with all the mourners
of Tsion.

Condolences

We send our deepest condolences to the
family and friends of our longtime member

Ronald Meyer, z’’l

may his memory be blessed. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to his wife Rachel, his
daughter Sabrina, and the entire family. May
Hashem comfort the families together with all
the mourners of Tsion.

This Hanukkah, Give to KJ
Every person’s gift helps our community’s light to
shine.
On Hanukkah, give the gift that has lasted for
generations. Include Kahal in your end-of-year donations.
Click here to contribute with our secure online form or mail a check with
“Shine the Light” in the memo line to Kahal Joseph at
10505 W. Santa Monica Blvd.
Nurture our light.

In Memoriam

We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries from
December 31, 2016 to January 7, 2017. It is
customary to light a memorial candle, donate
tzedaka & attend Shabbat services.
2 Tevet / Shabbat, December 31st
David ben Ezra
3 Tevet / Sunday, January 1st
Isaac Jacob Itzhak ben Yaakov
Vicky Messiah Rahma Victoria bat Khatoon
4 Tevet / Monday, January 2nd
Seemah Meyer Simha bat Azizah
5 Tevet / Tuesday, January 3rd
Mida Judah Masooda bat Dina
Esther Sales Esther HaMalka bat Rivka
Elisha Samuel Elisha ben Sassoon Shmuel Hacham
6 Tevet / Wednesday, January 4th
Raquel Emquies Rahel bat Clare Levy
Salem Kooby
7 Tevet / Thursday, January 5th
Eliezer David Levy Eliezer ben David HaLevi
8 Tevet / Friday, January 6th
Abraham Khazoom
Rabbi Elias Levi Eliyahu Hayim ben Shlomo Halevi
Max Nathan Mordechai ben Rafael Natan
David Sassoon Solomon David Sasson ben
Shlomo Reuven
9 Tevet / Shabbat, January 7th
Eddie Jacob Ezra Yehezkel ben Yaacov Azoori

Refu’a Shelema

Moselle Amron • Sally Amron
Haskell Avrahamy•Sylvia Cohen
Simcha bat Rooha • Mordechai Cohen
Esther Duke • Sassoon Ezra • Lev Hakak
Yoel Iny • Tilda Levy• Florice Newberry
Maurice Ovadia • Grace Tizabi
Katie bat Farha • Miriam bat Yetta
Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat Victoria
Adam Moshe Chaim ben Olga

Rabbi’s Hanukkah Dinner
Was Fun for the
Whole Family

Hanukkah Dinner at KJ

The Rabbi’s dinner this past Sunday was a great way to continue
our celebration of the Festival
of Lights.
Families and friends gathered together to eat, socialize, and listen
to Hanukkah music. From newborn
Ellie Melhado to members in their
ninth generation, bonds of friendship extended across all ages.
For dessert, an old Hebrew-Dutch
pun has crowned the Belgian waffle as a traditional Hanukkah food
among Western Sephardim, and
we enjoyed them in classic style
with all the fixins.
Rabbi Melhado led the children in
lighting the Menorah and taught a
traditional Italian melody for Ma’oz
Tzur, as well as a rollicking 18th
century song about the delights of
Sephardic holiday cooking.

Hakarat Hatov
Thanks to those who helped with
planning, setup, and cleanup!
Rabbi and Jessica Melhado
Racheli and Tehilla Moskowitz
Jack and Miriam Shadi

Hanukkah Halakhot & Blessings


Where should I light? The aim is " persume nissa"
or publicizing the miracle. Therefore, the candles
should be placed where they will likely be seen by
passersby.



When should I light? The candles should be lit as
soon as it is fully dark; if that is not possible, they may
be lit all night. Either way, they should burn for at
least 30 minutes.



How many lamps? Sephardim have a custom of
lighting one Hanukkah lamp per household. Ashkenazim have the custom of having one per person, even
for children.



How do I assemble the lamp? Place the candles
from right to left, but light from left to right.



On Shabbat? Light first, then the Shabbat candles.
After Shabbat, read Havdala and then light.

8th Night of Hanukkah@KJ
Ring in the last night of Hanukkah with delicious,
Hanukkah-themed Krispy Kreme donuts, to be served
after Havdala. End the holiday on a high note with a
Menorah full of lights and a tummy full of sweets!
Donuts are dairy, so if your lunch menu and timing
prevent you from eating them right away, take one
home to enjoy later.

