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Rabbi’s Message
It may sound irreverent, but the
movie Blazing Saddles gets me
thinking about the 13 Attributes of
God. If you are surprised by this
comparison, you would not be
the first. While the Attributes are
a serious explanation from God
Himself about His merciful nature, Blazing Saddles is a sassy, profane comedy that pokes fun
at traditional American racism. What could these
possibly have in common?
To explain myself, I will highlight the last of the
13 Attributes, which seems harsh in comparison
to the rest. If God is so compassionate and ready
to forgive, why does He end by saying that He
“will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the sins
of the fathers onto the children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren”? (Ex. 34:7)
In Blazing Saddles, this is very much the experience of Sheriff Bart, the only African American in
a town populated entirely by white people. His
only “sin” is being black, something that he had
no role in choosing for himself. If there is even
anything transgressive about his skin color, the
“fault” must lie with his ancestors, who passed it
along to him without his consent.
Yet for this sin of blackness, he is shunned all
over Rock Ridge. As he tries to assume the
responsibility for protecting the town, doors of
welcome or assistance are slammed in his face,
and he is referred to by nasty racial slurs with
a casualness that was shocking even when the
film came out 43 years ago.

This is what “visiting the sins of the fathers on
the children” looks like, so are we to understand
that the town of Rock Ridge was following the
example of God?! This is consistent with His other
Attributes like fairness, mercy, and a level head?!
That problem is acknowledged by Rashi (10401105), who admits that the literal reading of this
Attribute makes God appear stern and unfair. But
instead of giving up hope in a just God, he reminds us that Jews do not always interpret every
verse in the Torah literally, and points us to a
beautiful explanation from the Tosefta.
In English, the 13th Attribute says that God
“will by no means” forgive sin, but the Hebrew
structure is simply a double verb and a single
negative: “nake lo yenake.” According to the
Rabbis, this should be read that God “will both
forgive and not forgive,” depending on the merits
of the situation (Tosefta Yoma 4:10).
In the Tosefta’s portrayal of God, those who are
eager to repent and try to resolve the problems
they create will be accepted with the love and
compassion of His other Attributes. It is only when
a person is too proud and insensitive to repent
that later generations will be affected. Since they
will have created a harsh world, their children
and grandchildren may inherit that harshness,
having to work themselves to repair the damage
that their parents and grandparents left behind.
This “ultimate fairness” is both a comfort and a
call to action. It is a comfort because it means
that God is eagerly waiting to help us restore justice. And It is a call to action because He wants
us put our own skin in the game to make it happen. He is ready to assist – so what will we do
to show that we want His help?

Parashat Ki Tisa / Para

Bar Mitsva of Jacob Kahtan
Torah: Ex. 30:11–34:35, Num. 19:1-22
Hertz 352, 652; Stone 484, 838
Haftara (§): Ezekiel 36:16–36
Hertz 999–1001; Stone 1216–1217
Tefillot: Mashiv Haruah

KJ Schedule
Erev Shabbat
Friday, March 17th
Shaharit ......................................... 6:25 am
Candle lighting .............................. 6:44 pm
Minha ............................................ 6:30 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat / Arvit ................ 7:00 pm

Yom Shabbat
Saturday, March 18th
Shaharit / Morning Prayer ............... 8:30 am
Keri’at HaTorah ............................ 10:15 am
Musaf ........................................... 11:45 am
Women’s Tehillim ..........................
Minha ............................................
Se’uda Shelisheet ..........................
Arvit ..............................................
Havdala ........................................

5:30 pm
6:15 pm
7:00 pm
7:35 pm
7:48 pm

(Continued on page 2)

Shabbat Kiddush
is sponsored
in honor of

Jacob Kahtan’s Bar Mitsva
by
Tikva & Yoel Iny
Mazal Tov
to his parents & siblings
Mickey & Haim Kahtan, Isaac & Michael
and his grandparents, Tikva & Yoel Iny
and Najeba Kahtan

Condolences to the Family
of Adam Krief
Kahal Joseph joins the family of Adam Krief
in mourning an affable young husband and
father of three who touched so many in our
community. Adam’s search for a cure inspired thousands to help him and others
get matched for bone marrow donation. To
honor his memory, we can do no better
than his family’s touching epitaph:
Adam. To the man, the tzadik, who touched
the hearts and the lives of all of us. Who
united us. Who gave us a reason to come
together. To fight. To pray. To love. It’s only
fitting that your name is Adam. You represent
what it means to be a man. A good man. A
strong man. The man we all strive to be. You
have left this earth physically, but have left a
little piece of you, your goodness, your unwavering will to live, within all of us. You have
become our son, our father, our family, our
friend. Thank you for sharing yourself with us.
Thank you for being you. To know you is to
love you. And we love you.

Condolences

Se’uda Shelisheet
is sponsored
in loving memory of

Moshe ben Naima, z’’l

We send our sincere condolences to the family of
Bernard Lurie, z’’l, who passed away on the 13th
of Adar. He is survived by his brother Fred Lurie
and his sister Bobbi Lurie. Fred is a beloved member of Kahal Joseph and the son-in-law of our first
Rabbi, Elias Levi, z''l. May the family be comforted
together with all the mourners of Tsion.

by Ida & Ilan Elisha

In Memoriam

(Continued from page 1)
Weekdays

Sunday, March 19th
Shaharit .......................................... 7:30 am
Talmud Torah ................................. 9:45 am

Monday to Friday, March 20 to 24
Shaharit ................................... 6:25 am
Next Shabbat / Fri & Sat, March 24 - 25
Shabbat Candle lighting............ 6:49 pm
Friday Minha ........................... 6:15 pm
Shaharit .................................. 8:15 am
Saturday Minha ....................... 6:00 pm
Havdala ................................... 7:54 pm
Refu’a Shelema

Moselle Amron • Sally Amron • Haskell
Avrahamy • Sylvia Cohen • Simcha bat Rooha
Mordechai Cohen • Esther Duke • Sassoon Ezra
Tilda Levy • Florice Newberry
Maurice Ovadia • Katie bat Farha
Miriam bat Yetta • Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat
Victoria • Yvonne Moalim • Latifa bat Louisa
Bracha Simha bat Louisa •Miryam bat Malka
Malka bat Rahel • Moshe Ezra ben Mazal Tov

Like us on facebook!
facebook.com/kahaljoseph.congregation

We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries from March
18 to 25, 2017. It is customary to light a memorial candle,
donate tzedaka & attend Shabbat services.

20 Adar / Shabbat, March 18th
Victoria Simanian Miriam Victoria bat Ester
Edward Wyner Itzhak ben Simha
Yona Radfar Yona ben Shlomo
21 Adar / Sunday, March 19th
Gershoon Doustar
Itzhak Rahmin Itzhak Rahmin Pinhas
23 Adar / Tuesday, March 21st
Bernard Jonatan Amron Bernard Yonatan ben Mishael
Eliyahu Kattan Eliyahu ben Salim
Elisha Nawy Elisha ben Nassim
Rachel Jonah
Moshe Ezra Raphael Moses Moshe Ezra ben
Raphael Moshe
24 Adar / Wednesday, March 22nd
Fortunate Dallal Fortunate bat Naima
25 Adar / Thursday, March 23rd
Rivka Blank Rivkah bat Sarah Hannah
Sarah bat Gurjiyee

26 Adar / Friday, March 24th
Moses Solomon Noah Moshe ben Shlomo Noah
Yaghoub Partiyeli
Salomon Emquies Shlomo ben Messod
27 Adar / Shabbat, March 25th
Elias M. Judah Eliyahu Hayim ben Meir Yehuda
Achajal Aghalar Nisim ben Jacob
Saul K. Masliah Shaul ben Hacham Moshe Yakob

