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Rabbi’s Message

KOL MEVASSER

This year’s presidential inauguration,
with its fanfare and press coverage,
offered a renewed look at the traditions of American ceremonial dress.
Through an attractive display of paintings, drawings, and photographs, the
Gentlemen’s Gazette recently treated its readers to a survey of presidential attire from
George Washington to Donald Trump.

from the hugely symbolic to the seemingly trivial.
Yet as our leadership works toward preserving
and transmitting these rules, the world constantly
changes around them with the tastes of fashion—
be it moral or otherwise. What may have looked
progressive and modern in one age now seems
tired and repressive in another, forcing a constant
reassessment of what is really central (ikar) and
what is extraneous (tefel).

The Torah reading on the seventh day of Pesah is
but one example among thousands. This “Song of
the Sea” was initially a spontaneous celebration of
Among the little details that caught my attention
our Exodus from Egypt in the Torah. After Bene
was the fate of the bow tie. Andrew Jackson wore Yisrael conquered Erets Kena’an it was recast as
one at his inauguration in 1829, and this neckwear part of the liturgy for the Minha sacrifice on Shabwas subsequently seen at many presidential
bat, a completely new role and meaning for a faswearings-in throughout the 19th century. Yet
miliar text. Yet this could not remain in effect once
those decades of tradition were shattered by The- the Temple was destroyed, and it was transformed
odore Roosevelt, who wore a regular necktie to his again into a ritual of devotion in the morning prayers.
inauguration in 1901. The plain tie, at 116 years
and 20 presidents, has become the go-to choice
Out in faraway Babylon (now, modern Iraq) the
for US presidents at inaugurations ever since, sur- “Song of the Sea” was almost completely forgotten
passing even the bowtie’s long run!
except when it was part of the Torah reading; initially, it suffered a fate similar to the presidential
Nevertheless, a careful look at photos of the balls
top hat and stroller suit. Yet centuries later, like
celebrating inaugurations reveals a different picthe bow tie, it slowly began making a comeback,
ture. The bow tie has made a new comeback as
first as a hymn for Shabbat and holidays, and fian ultra-formal accessory. Even presidents who
nally as a daily meditation of connection with God.
ended other customs kept this tie for their fanciest Now the “Song of the Sea” is imprinted on the
events: Lyndon B. Johnson nixed the top hat and hearts of all who regularly attend prayers, many of
George H. W. Bush killed the stroller suit, but both whom can recite it from memory.
had bow ties at their inaugural balls. Indeed, the
bow tie is now so associated with formality that
What might we learn from these changes? Per“black tie” has become a byword for our most
haps it is that what will persevere—what traditions
fancy-dress occasions.
endure, what prayers retain meaning—will change.
For now, this hymn is the “bow tie” of our minhag.
All these changes in neckwear fashion can be
May it live to grace the best of our Jewish ceremoframed as a symbol for the challenges facing us
nies, planting a love of God in our hearts with reas we seek continuity of Jewish traditions. Our
newed meaning for the ever-rising challenges of a
religion has so many regulations of everyday life,
changing world!

Shabbat Hol Hamo’ed Pesah

Torah: Ex. 33:12–34:26; Num. 28:19–25
Orot Seph Pesah 554–556
Haftara: Ezek. 37:1–14
Orot Seph Pesah 557–558
Tefillot: omit Ps. 107; read Shabbat Amida w/
Morid Hatal and Ya’ale Veyavo, Half Hallel
Musaf of Pesah w/ Shabbat additions

Pesah Days 7 and 8

Torah P7: Ex. 13:17–15:26, Num. 28:19–25
Orot Seph Pesah: 316–319 (5 aliyot)
Haftara P7: II Sam. 22:1–51
Orot Seph Pesah: 319–321
Torah P8: Deut. 15:19–16:17, Num. 28:19–25
Orot Seph Pesah: 322–324 (5 aliyot)
Haftara P8: Is. 10:32–12:6
Orot Seph Pesah: 324–325
Tefillot: Ps. 107, Vatikah Miryam (P7 only)
Morid Hatal, Half Hallel
Omer: Counted daily after Tset Hakohavim,
from the 2nd night of Pesah until Shavuot.
The blessing is said if you are counting at
night and have not missed any days.

Omer Counting Cards

This year, we received only 90 copies
of the Omer counting cards, so Rabbi
Melhado is handing them out in person.
For those who cannot get one from
him, we have it available as a PDF.

Like us on facebook!
facebook.com/kahaljoseph.congregation

A Song for Pesah: Ashir La’el

In Memoriam

We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries from
April 15 to 22, 2017. It is customary to light a memorial
candle, donate tzedaka & attend Shabbat services.
21 Nisan / Monday, April 17th
Ester Avrahamy Ester bat Batia
Eliyahu ben Ruth
Hanini Horesh Suleiman
22 Nisan / Tuesday, April 18th
Edward Ezrapour Eliyahu ben Ezra Avraham Hayim
25 Nisan / Friday, April 21st
Frederick Tizabi Yehezkiel ben Avraham

Refu’a Shelema

Moselle Amron • Sally Amron • Haskell Avrahamy
Sylvia Cohen • Simcha bat Rooha • Mordechai Cohen
Esther Duke • Sassoon Ezra • Tilda Levy
Florice Newberry • Maurice Ovadia • Katie bat Farha
Miriam bat Yetta • Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat Victoria
Yvonne Moalim • Latifa bat Louisa Bracha
Simha bat Louisa •Miryam bat Malka • Malka bat Rahel
Moshe Ezra ben Mazal Tov • Chaya Chana bat Batya

Pesah with Talmud Torah
A fabulous morning of Pesah learning and fun
was planned by Director Molly Jalali and Mora
Mona Tizabi.
The festivities began with a model seder, complete with the full repertoire of songs and blessings, and explanations of all 14 steps. This was
followed by a scavenger hunt of the 10 plagues,
with special educational clues hidden around the
synagogue. The kids learned a lot and got to
keep their own plague-themed SWAG, afikomen
cases, and more.
Special thanks to Morot Molly and Mona, as well
as Penina Meghnagi-Solomon and the entire staff
at the Norma & Sam Dabby Talmud Torah.

Kahal Joseph Schedule
Erev Shabbat—Hol Hamoed
Friday, April 14
Shaharit 6:15 am
Candle lighting 7:05 pm
Minha 6:30 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat / Arvit 7:00 pm
4th night of the Omer

Yom Shabbat—Hol Hamoed
Saturday, April 15
Shaharit 8:30 am
Kids Room 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Keri’at HaTorah 10:15 am
Musaf 11:40 am
Women’s Tehillim 5:30 pm
Minha 6:30 pm
Se’uda Shelisheet 7:15 pm
Arvit 7:55 pm
Havdala 8:10 pm
5th night of the Omer
Hol Hamo’ed
Sunday, April 16
Shaharit 7:30 am
Last Days of Pesah
Sunday, April 16
Erev Yom Tov
Minha and Arvit 6:30 pm
Candle lighting 7:07 pm
6th night of the Omer
Monday, April 17
Seventh Day / Yom Tov
Shaharit 8:30 am
Kids Room 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Last Days of Pesah (cont)
Monday, April 17
Minha and Arvit (no seuda) 6:30 pm
Candle lighting 8:11 pm
7th night of the Omer
Tuesday, April 18
Eighth Day / Yom Tov
Shaharit 8:30 am
Kids Room 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Minha, Seuda, Arvit 6:30 pm
Havdala 8:12 pm
8th night of the Omer
Earliest time to eat sold hamets
10:00 pm
Weekdays
Wednesday to Friday, April 19 to 21
Shaharit 6:25 am
9th to 11th nights of the Omer
Wednesday, April 19
Memouna Celebration at KJ w/the
Sephardic Educational Center
7:00 pm
Next Shabbat
Friday & Saturday, April 21 & 22
Candle lighting 7:11 pm
Friday Minha 6:30 pm
Shaharit 8:30 am
Saturday Minha 6:30 pm
Havdala 8:15 pm

