
 

 

KOL MEVASSER 
1 Nisan 5778 

17 March 2018 

 

KJ Schedule 
 

Erev Shabbat / Rosh Hodesh Nisan 
Friday, March 16th 

Candle lighting ................................  6:43 pm 
Minha   ...........................................  6:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat / Arvit .................  7:00 pm 

 

Yom Shabbat & Rosh Hodesh 
Saturday, March 17th 

Shaharit ..........................................  8:30 am 
Keri’at HaTorah ............................  10:00 am 
Musaf ...........................................  11:40 am 
Women’s Tehillim is BACK .........  5:00 pm 
Minha .............................................  6:00 pm 
Se’uda Shelisheet..........................   6:45 pm 
Arvit  ...............................................  7:30 pm 
Havdala  .........................................  7:47 pm 

 

Sunday, March 18th 
Shaharit .........................................  7:30 am 
Talmud Torah .................................  9:45 am 

 

Monday-Friday, March 19-23 
Shaharit .........................................  6:25 am 

 

Next Shabbat Fri-Sat, March 23-24 
Shabbat Candle lighting .................  6:48 pm 
Friday Minha  .................................  6:30 pm 
Shaharit  ........................................  8:30 am 
Saturday Minha  .............................  6:00 pm 
Havdala  .........................................  7:53 pm 

Guest Message 
 

From “Revisiting Pru Urvu 
without any Children”  
 

By Rabbi Melhado’s friend  
Malka Strasberg (Edinger) 
 

At the end of parshat  
Noach, the Torah introduces 
Avraham’s extended family. Each person is in-
troduced by name, along with the children they 
had. But when Sarai is introduced, the Torah 
tells us, Sarai was barren, she had no child 
(11:30). The Torah makes a special point to 
identify Sarai as an akara. At this point, this is 
all we know about Sarai– that in a world, and in 
a family, of people having children, she had 
none. This is her sole identity. 
 
The Talmud in Nedarim (64b) teaches us:  
There are four people who are considered as 
dead: a poor person, someone afflicted with 
tzaraas, a blind person, and someone who 
doesn’t have any children. The childless being 
considered as dead is learned from Rachel in 
the Torah. When Rachel was jealous of her sis-
ter Leah for having multiple children when she 
doesn’t have any, she said to Yaakov, “Give me 
children; for if not, I’m a dead woman” (Gen 
30:1). It’s interesting that the gemara uses the 
words “chashuvin kemeit” [thought as dead]. 
Chashuv can mean “considered to be/thought 
of,” but it also means “important.” 
 
So another reading of this dictum could be: 
“There are four people, including someone who 
doesn’t have children, who are important like the 
dead.” Someone struggling with childlessness 
should be as important to their community as 
someone who has died. Just like the community 

Parashat Vayikra 
Rosh Hodesh Nisan / Shabbat Hahodesh 
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[provides for] someone who’s died, and even 
more so, the community rallies to support the 
deceased’s family who are in mourning, so too 
communities should be as supportive of people 
struggling with childlessness or infertility—in 
terms of awareness, sensitivity, and compassion.  
 
There are many men and women in our commu-
nities who struggle with infertility, be it medical 
or circumstantial. Circumstantial infertility in-
cludes: single people who won’t have children 
outside of marriage; women with chronic illness-
es who require medication that would be risky 
during a pregnancy; men and women with 
chronic illnesses that are prohibitive to child-
rearing; and others. And let’s not forget the peo-
ple who can’t have children for financial reasons 
or relational reasons [or] people who suffer from 
secondary infertility after already naturally con-
ceiving and giving birth to one or more children. 
 
Increased awareness and emotional support go 
a long way. As Melanie Notkin eloquently ex-
plains, people struggling with non-medical infer-
tility frequently suffer from “disenfranchised 
grief,” or grief that isn’t recognized by society. 
Grief shared is grief diminished. But many peo-
ple suffer alone, with no partner to share the 
grief, and in a society that at times both explicit-
ly and implicitly treats them as though they’ve 
brought their situations on themselves. 
 
Anything one can do for someone struggling 
with childlessness is a chesed. And if the Tal-
mud and midrash are correct that a childless 
person is chashuv kemeit, then chesed per-
formed on their behalf can, arguably, be consid-
ered a chesed shel emet, Judaism’s highest 
form of chesed. 



 

 

In Memoriam 
We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries from 
March 17 to 24, 2018. It is customary to light me-
morial candles, donate tzedaka & attend Shabbat 
services in honor of loved ones. 

 

1 Nisan / Shabbat, March 17th 
Lotfollah Nassi 

Clara Saltoon Gazala bat Ester 
Sydique Charlie Zakoo Sadik Salah ben Ezra 

Halevi 
 

2 Nisan / Sunday, March 18th 
Sharlo Benbeniste Shlomo ben Moshe 

Aharon Yosef Eliyahu ben Amouma 
Sarina Levy Sara bat Khatoon 

  

3 Nisan / Monday, March 19th 
Hilwa Farha Ezair Hilwa Farha bat Tiffahah 

Jalal Kohan 
Naim Sassoon Naim ben Sasson 

 

4 Nisan / Tuesday, March 20th 
Sammy Dallal 

 

6 Nisan / Thursday, March 22nd 
Mordechai ben Mattatya 

Moselle Sopher 
 

8 Nisan / Shabbat, March 24th 
Ada Ezra Ada bat Mindel Okin 

Carolyn Frances Ezra Carolyn Frances bat Norman 
Ezra Sayegh 

Allan Norman Steiner Alexander Nahum ben 
Mordechai 

Refua Shelema 
Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron • Sally Amron  

Haskell Avrahamy • Sylvia Cohen • Esther Duke 
Mehry bat Miriam Hakimipour • Tilda Levy 

Yvonne  Moalim • Florice Newberry  

Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat Victoria  
Arlette bat Rashel • Chaya Chana bat Batya  

Katie bat Farha • Malka bat Rahel  
Miriam bat Yetta  • Miryam bat Malka  

Moshe Ezra ben MazalTov • Simcha bat Rooha 
Moshe Hooman ben Sara • Habiba bat Farh 
Moshe Haim ben Sara • Meir Ezra ben Rahel 

A Poem for Shabbat Hahodesh 
Melekh Goel Umoshia 

Mazal Tov 
Rebecca and Darush  

Somekhian 
 

on your marriage & 
Shabbat Hatan festivities 

 

from your loving uncle Tooraj 
and cousin Desiree Aghalar 



 

 



 

 


