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KJ Schedule 
 

Erev Shabbat 
Friday, June 1st 

Candle lighting ............................  7:41 pm 
Minha  .........................................  6:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat .......................  7:00 pm 

 
Yom Shabbat 

Saturday, June 2nd 
Shaharit ......................................  8:30 am 
Keri’at HaTorah.........................  10:00 am 
Musaf ........................................  11:40 am 
 
Women’s Tehillim .......................  6:00 pm  
Minha ..........................................  7:00 pm 
Se’uda Shelisheet ......................   7:45 pm 
Arvit ............................................  8:30 pm 
Havdala ......................................  8:45 pm 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Rabbi’s Message 
Two and a half years ago, UC Berke-
ley professor John Efron published a 
book entitled German Jewry and the 
Allure of the Sephardic.  It is a fasci-
nating study of the ways that German 
speaking Ashkenazim saw them-
selves on the eve of Jewish modernity. Faced 
with a European context that placed a value on 
appearances, they became embarrassed by their 
own Ashkenazi aesthetic, and looked for sources 
of universally recognized beauty in the Jewish 
past to recreate themselves in a new image. 
 
A perfect candidate for bygone Jewish glory was 
the Sephardi community of medieval Iberia, on 
which German Jewry looked back as a Golden 
Age worth imitating.  To differentiate themselves 
from the “primitive” Ostjuden in neighboring     
Poland-Lituania and Russia, they eagerly took up 
the mantle of Sephardic culture, creating the     
image of the refined, punctilious Yekke for which 
they are still known today. 
 
“Across the German-Jewish social and cultural 
spectrum, [there was a celebration of all things 
Sephardic.  In] both high and vernacular Jewish 
culture, a portrait was drawn of both Sephardic 
and Ashkenazic Jews that promoted an image of 
the former as authentic, desirable, attractive, and 
worthy of emulation, while the culture of Ashkenaz 
was most frequently considered regrettable and in 
need of radical correction… German Jewry strug-
gled with the felt need to distinguish itself from the 
rest of Ashkenazic Jewry, namely their brethren to 
the East, and they enlisted the Sephardim to help 
them achieve their liberation” (Introduction, p. 8). 
 
Much like the intense longing for quail in Parashat 
Beha’alotekha, there was an unhealthy quality to  

Parashat Beha'alotekha 
 
Torah (§):  Num. 8:1–12:16,   136 Pesukim 
     Hertz 605–619;   Stone 774–797 
Haftara:  Zach. 2:14–4:7 
     Hertz 620–622;   Stone 1182–1184 
Tefillot:  Morid Hatal 

 
this appetite for Sephardi culture.  Focused as it 
was on appearances and an imagined Sephardic 
superiority, it was weak on penetrating moral in-
spiration. And while it may have been nourishing 
in the sense that it was used to process the Ger-
man Jewish experience of modernization, too 
much of a good thing can also be damaging: this 
particular pathway to a place in the cultural sun 
required substantial negativity about themselves, 
and also paved the way to see Eastern Europe-
an Jews as a foreign species worthy of derision. 
 
Until this very day, appetite for this “Sephardi 
quail” remains.  In Sephardi discussion forums 
online, the thinnest family tales and unreliable 
DNA tests are treated as proof positive of royal 
Sephardic ancestry, entitling their progeny to 
look down their noses at everyone else.  And 
now that Spain and Portugal are offering citizen-
ship to the descendants of expellees, the num-
ber of people peddling dubious Sephardi origins 
has skyrocketed.  In my capacity as Rabbi of 
Kahal, I have been asked on more than one oc-
casion to provide a letter of Iberian Jewish status 
to parties with no verifiable Sephardic ancestry. 
 
I argue that it is better to have a humble orienta-
tion in which no one eda is better than any     
other. Perhaps the older aesthetic of the Holy 
Tabernacle is a better place to go: each tribe is 
weighted equally in the public square, and privi-
leges are balanced with higher responsibilities 
and restrictions.  For aesthetic beauty it cannot 
be lacking, as it inspired artists from many reli-
gions throughout the ages. Yet it also comes with 
all the moral imperatives of the Torah, a manual 
for approaching God and our fellow humans with 
dignity. May we all – Ashkenazim and Sephardim 
– reach those lofty objectives! 

Reminder 
Sephardim end the 5th aliya at 10:28 because 

the Talmud interprets 10:34 negatively 
(Shabbat 116a). 



 

 

Sunday, June 3rd 
Shaharit ...............................................  7:30 am 
Talmud Torah ......................................  9:45 am 
 

Monday-Friday, June 4th to 8th 
Shaharit ...............................................  6:25 am 
 

Next Shabbat / Friday-Saturday, June 8-9 
Shabbat Candle lighting .......................  7:45 pm 
Friday Minha  .......................................  6:30 pm 
Shaharit  ..............................................  8:30 am 
Saturday Minha  ..................................  7:00 pm 
Havdala  ..............................................  8:48 pm 

Refua Shelema 
Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron • Sally Amron  

Sylvia Cohen• Esther Duke • Mehry bat Miriam    
Hakimipour •Tilda Levy • Yvonne Moalim • Florice 

Newberry • Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat Victoria  

Arlette bat Rashel • Chaya Chana bat Batya  

Katie bat Farha • Malka bat Rahel • Miriam bat Yetta 

Miryam bat Malka • Moshe Ezra ben MazalTov  

Simcha bat Rooha •Moshe Hooman ben Sara  
Habiba bat Farha • Moshe Haim ben Sara 

Meir Ezra ben Rahel • Dina bat Rahel 

Seuda Shelisheet 
 

is sponsored 
in memory of 

 

Ezat bat Avraham, z’’l 
 

by 
The Partiyeli Family 

 

In Memoriam 
We remember these yahrzeits from  June 2nd to 
9th, 2018. It is customary to light memorial   
candles, donate tzedaka and  attend Shabbat 
services to honor loved ones. 

 

22 Sivan / Tuesday, June 5th 
Rebecca Litvac Rivka bat Esther 

 

23 Sivan / Wednesday, June 6th 
Lily Judah Lulu bat Toba 

Salim Kamara Salim ben Ezra 
 

24 Sivan / Thursday, June 7th 
Joseph Meir Hakimpour Yosef ben Meir 

Edith Judah Esther bat Chana 
 

26 Sivan / Shabbat, June 9th 
Daniel Rojhani 

George Sassoon Khadoory Hai ben Ezra 

 

Condolences 
With sorrow we send our deep condolences 

to the family and friends of 
 

Maurice David Sassoon, z''l 
 

Menashe ben Hababa and David, z''l. He 
passed away in Los Angeles on the 8th of 
Sivan 5778, May 22nd 2018.  
 

Maurice was born on December 28, 1926 in 
Rangoon, Burma and came to the United 
States with his family in 1959. He worked for 
the US Railroad and wrote novels over the 
course of his life. He was a family oriented 
man, always caring and supporting his wife, 
parents, siblings, nieces, nephews, and any-
one else who needed it. He was kind, giving, 
and truly a light in this world. 
 

Maurice is survived by his wife Hilda Sas-
soon; his brother Elias Sassoon; nieces and 
nephews including Sepora Joseph, Herschel 
Goldscher, Allan Goldscher; extended family 
and friends. 
  

He was predeceased by his sisters Azie     
Judah and Tabby Goldscher. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his     
family and loved ones. May they be comfort-
ed together with all the mourners of Tsion. 
Min hashamayim tenuhamu. 

 

Volunteers 
Needed! 

 

Wednesday June 6th 
at 9:30 am 

 
Make a difference at KJ!  

 

Strapping young volunteers needed to 
help reorganize our Mahzorim on the 

bookshelves in Kahal’s beautiful lobby.  

 

Assist Rabbi Melhado in giving our  
special siddurim a home between the 

Jewish holidays. 



 

 



 

 

KAHAL JOSEPH 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 

& YOUNG AT HEART 


