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Rabbi’s Message

KOL MEVASSER

When I first learned about the holiday of Juneteenth, I found myself
wondering why it was not on my
radar growing up. As a Jew, the
celebration of the end of slavery in
America could have resonated with my own
people’s story, especially around the time of
Pesah. And as a public school student, I knew
plenty of descendants of freed slaves who
might well have celebrated it in their homes
and communities. How strange that I was long
out of high school before I really became aware
of this festival!
The origin of Juneteenth goes back to the end
of the Civil War in 1865. Texas had been slow
to accept the South’s defeat, so a detachment
of Union Army troops landed at Galveston on
June 18th to bring the region under Federal
control. The next day General Gordon Granger
went to Ashton Villa, the erstwhile headquarters
of the Confederate Army in Texas, and proclaimed General Order No. 3. This formally
freed the 250,000 slaves then living in the state,
effectively ending two and a half centuries of
slavery in the U.S.

what place should Jews have in their societies
as they underwent political modernization?
The first to earn their rights were the Sephardim
and Avignonese Jews of France in 1790, and
among the last were the Jews of Romania over
130 years later.
In both cases, bestowing privileges on a once
disadvantaged population did not mean an end
to prejudice. The American South responded
to Emancipation with what became known as
Jim Crow laws, a harsh system of racial segregation that was observed to some degree
throughout the entire country. In Europe, the
Jewish question was nearly resolved when the
Holocaust tragically erased two thirds of the
prewar Jewish population. Some people in
the majority were simply unable to accept an
integrated society, and the reaction against
integration could be swift and brutal.

This makes it all the more intriguing that so
many Jews served with valor for the Confederacy. The comparison that we now draw between African Americans and Old World Jews
simply must not have been part of their mental
world. When the original Juneteenth fell on
Parashat Korah in 1865, the parallel that many
Jews might have made would be between
While this was happening in the New World,
Korah and the forces of integration! Looking
many Old World Jews were undergoing a parback on this several generations later, we
allel experience that was also being called
would probably give a different assessment of
“Emancipation.” Although they had generally
how to apply the memory of our own persecunot been treated as property, they were living
tion to the modern context. As a people that
with diminished civil rights and sub-citizenship
has experienced both the bottom and the top
in the lands they had called home for generaof the totem pole, we have a unique responsitions. Slowly the European and Ottoman worlds bility to bring the voice of justice to the public
began grappling with “the Jewish question” –
square.

Parashat Korah
Torah: Num. 16:1–18:32, 95 Pesukim
Hertz 639–648; Stone 820–837
Haftara: I Sam. 11:14–12:22
Hertz 649–651; Stone 1186–1187
Tefillot: Morid Hatal

Reminder
Starting this Shabbat, Minha on Saturday will
stay fixed at 7:15 pm for five weeks.

KJ Schedule
Erev Shabbat

Friday, June 15th
Candle lighting ............................ 7:47 pm
Minha ......................................... 6:30 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat ....................... 7:00 pm

Yom Shabbat

Saturday, June 16th
Shaharit ...................................... 8:30 am
Keri’at HaTorah ........................ 10:00 am
Musaf ........................................ 11:40 am
Women’s Tehillim ....................... 6:15 pm
Minha .......................................... 7:15 pm
Se’uda Shelisheet ...................... 8:00 pm
Arvit ............................................ 8:35 pm
Havdala ...................................... 8:51 pm
(Continued on page 2)

Support the Eruv
Shabbat in major Jewish communities is
much easier because
of a special structure
called an Eruv. This
simple boundary creates a common space
and allows us to bring
objects between buildings on Shabbat. Without it, many would not carry things in pockets
or take children to synagogue in strollers.
Let’s keep the eruv up and running, enabling
all members of our Jewish community to share
the Shabbat experience together. For just a
dollar per Shabbat, a $52 donation, you can
do your share.
Go to laeruv.com to contribute.

(Continued from page 1)

Sunday, June 16th
Shaharit ............................................... 7:30 am
Monday-Friday, June 17th to 21st
Shaharit ............................................... 6:25 am
Next Shabbat / Friday-Saturday, June 21-22
Shabbat Candle lighting ....................... 7:49 pm
Friday Minha ....................................... 6:30 pm
Shaharit .............................................. 8:30 am
Saturday Minha .................................. 7:15 pm
Havdala .............................................. 8:53 pm

In Memoriam

We remember these yahrzeits from June 16 to 23,
2018. It is customary to light memorial candles,
donate tzedaka and attend Shabbat services to honor loved ones.
3 Tammuz / Shabbat, June 16th
Joseph Moses Yosef ben Aharon Moshe
Habibollah Rokhsar Habib ben Mordecai
4 Tammuz / Sunday, June 17th
Aaron Saul Levy Aharon Shaul Levi
6 Tammuz / Tuesday, June 19th
Eliyahu Irani Eliyahu ben Moshe
8 Tammuz / Thursday, June 21st
Isaac Shamsi Itzhak ben Shemuel
10 Tammuz / Shabbat, June 23rd
Khanbaba Pouladian Itzhak ben Avraham
Hatoon bat Haviva
Isaac Shamash Itzhak Rahamim ben Abraham

Refua Shelema

Rosh Hodesh Vibes

The new month of Tammuz was ushered in with joy in the morning minyan. As we prayed in
Musaf, “may this new month be the end of our woes, and the beginning of our redemption!"

Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron • Sally Amron
Sylvia Cohen• Esther Duke • Mehry bat Miriam
Hakimipour •Tilda Levy • Yvonne Moalim • Florice
Newberry • Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat Victoria
Arlette bat Rashel • Chaya Chana bat Batya
Katie bat Farha • Malka bat Rahel • Miriam bat Yetta
Miryam bat Malka • Moshe Ezra ben MazalTov
Simcha bat Rooha •Moshe Hooman ben Sara
Habiba bat Farha • Moshe Haim ben Sara
Meir Ezra ben Rahel • Dina bat Rahel

KAHAL JOSEPH
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
& YOUNG AT HEART

