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Rabbi’s Message
In a recent Judaica auction, I purchased a cheap copy of Eighteen
Treatises, a translation of part of
the Mishna into English by Rabbis
David Aaron de Sola and Morris
Jacob Raphall (2nd ed, 1845). Thumbing idly
through the beginning, I was surprised by a
footnote explaining that “The Treatise Nidda
not being suited to the refined notions of the
English reader, has not been printed; and for
the same reason the Hebrew in some places
has been substituted for the English.”
These rabbis apparently felt that the 1840s
were too prude an era for some of the more
explicit passages in Tannaitic literature. To an
audience unused to the genre, a full translation
risked coming across as uncultured. By presenting the Mishna only selectively, they felt
that the largest number of readers could recognize its true beauty.
This impulse for self-censorship sprang back
into mind as I was researching Pinehas’s violence at the end of Parashat Balak. Commenting on the scene where he spears two people
during the physical act of love, Rashi makes a
rather grisly note that directs readers to the
Talmudic Tractate Sanhedrin (82b). Those
who actually follow this reference are led to an
eyebrow-raising description of Pinehas’s action, which is all the more surprising when it is
claimed that God helped him with several miraculous interventions.
I’ll save the gory details for Sanhedrin, but suffice it to say Our Sages were interested in

identifying the exact bodily location where
Pinehas directed his violence; and in shifting
God’s role in the bloody conclusion from passive to active. For me this only deepened the
perplexing puzzle of the whole Parasha: if God
is so opposed to extrajudicial killings, why would
He help a man kill two people so mercilessly in
front of dozens of witnesses?
Understanding the Talmud’s answer to this
involves entering more fully into Our Sages’
psychology. I have argued before that the morality of a world in which God publicly intervenes
is a different equation from what we have in
modern times. When God participates in current events, it is extremely subversive to the
social and spiritual order to have a lewd tryst
occur in the holiest place on earth. Balance
must be restored or it will appear that God is
not real. When He makes a public example of
the perpetrators, this outcome could be seen
as entirely of their own making.
What is unusual about this case is that God
made His example through a human emissary,
and with actions that would be unacceptable in
modern times. The prevailing assumption of
Our Sages is that Pinehas was possessed of
such intense, pure devotion that God saw fit for
him facilitate His will. To underscore that this is
an impossibly rigorous standard, they note that
a cautionary sign is written into the text of the
Torah itself: when God rewards Pinehas, the
vav in the word “Shalom” is slashed in two
(Kiddushin 66b; this is still done in modern
Sefers). They interpret this as a warning that
anyone acting this way in the future with improper intent will not be similarly blessed.
Pinehas may have won God’s grudging
approval, but don’t try this at home, folks!

Parashat Pinehas

First Week of Rebuke
Torah: Num. 25:10–30:1, 168 Pesukim
Hertz 686–698; Stone 876–899
Haftara: Jer. 1:1–2:3 (Haftarat Matot)
Hertz 710–713; Stone 1192–1193
Tefillot: Morid Hatal, Hakhrazat Av (Fri)

Reminder

At 244 verses, next week’s Parasha
is the longest of the year. To try
and finish on time, Shaharit on
July 14th will be at 8:15 am.

KJ Schedule
Erev Shabbat

Friday, July 6th
Candle lighting ............................ 7:49 pm
Minha ......................................... 6:30 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat ....................... 7:00 pm

Yom Shabbat

Saturday, July 7th
Shaharit ...................................... 8:30 am
Keri’at HaTorah ........................ 10:00 am
Musaf ........................................ 11:40 am
Women’s Tehillim .......................
Minha ..........................................
Se’uda Shelisheet ......................
Arvit ............................................
Havdala ......................................

6:15 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm
8:40 pm
8:53 pm
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Sunday, July 8th
Shaharit ............................................... 7:30 am

Mazal Tov
Kahal wishes a warm Mazal Tov to our devoted security guard Stan Roquemore on
the graduation of two special members of
his family:
His niece Colette Roquemore graduated
from the University of Phoenix with a degree
in Business and Human Resources Management. We wish her success in using it to
advance in her company!
His granddaughter Ryan Green graduated
from Maranatha High School, and will attend
Los Angeles Community College in the fall.

Refua Shelema

Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron • Sally Amron
Sylvia Cohen• Esther Duke • Mehry bat Miriam
Hakimipour •Tilda Levy • Yvonne Moalim • Florice Newberry• Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat Victoria
• Arlette bat Rashel • Chaya Chana bat Batya •
Katie bat Farha • Malka bat Rahel • Miriam bat
Yetta • Miryam bat Malka • Moshe Ezra ben
MazalTov • Simcha bat Rooha •Moshe Hooman
ben Sara • Habiba bat Farha • Moshe Haim ben
Sara• Meir Ezra ben Rahel • Dina bat Rahel
Chaya Rachel Bat Simcha

Monday-Thursday, July 9th to 12th
Shaharit ............................................... 6:25 am
Rosh Hodesh Av
Friday, July 13th
Shaharit ............................................... 6:05 am

Next Shabbat / Friday-Saturday, July 13-14
Shabbat Candle lighting ....................... 7:47 pm
Friday Minha ....................................... 6:30 pm
Shaharit .............................................. 8:15 am
Saturday Minha .................................. 7:15 pm
Havdala .............................................. 8:50 pm

In Memoriam

We remember these yahrzeits from July 7 to 14,
2018. It is customary to light memorial candles,
donate tzedaka and attend Shabbat services to honor loved ones.
24 Tammuz / Shabbat, July 7th
Aaron David Aharon David ben Avraham Haim
Elias Joseph Eliyahu ben Yitzhak
25 Tammuz / Sunday, July 8th
Heskel Dabby Haskel ben Yoseph
Moshe ben Simcha
26 Tammuz / Monday, July 9th
Flossie David-Solomon Farha bat Roza
David Hattanian David ben Itzhak
28 Tammuz / Wednesday, July 11th
Ezra Said Goury Ezra Said ben Simcha
29 Tammuz / Thursday, July 12th
Selim Ashair Hanoon Selim ben Ashair

Like us on facebook!
facebook.com/kahaljoseph.congregation

1 Av / Friday, July 13th
Aron Philip Blank Aharon Shraga ben Avraham
Ezra Ezrapour Ezra ben Avraham Hayim
Yohanan ben Yehezkel Shamashian
2 Av / Shabbat, July 14th
Shlomo Dallal
Simon Sarraf
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