
 

 

KOL MEVASSER 
21 Elul 5778 

1 September 2018 

KJ Schedule 
 

Erev Shabbat 
Friday, August 31st 

Candle lighting .................................  7:02 pm 
Minha  ..............................................  6:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat .............................  7:00 pm 
 

Yom Shabbat 
Saturday, September 1st 

Shaharit ............................................  8:30 am 
Keri’at HaTorah ..............................  10:00 am 
Sermon  .........................................  11:20 am 
Musaf .............................................  11:30 am 
 

Women’s Tehillim .............................  5:15 pm 
Minha  ..............................................  6:15 pm 
Se’uda Shelisheet ...........................   7:00 pm 
Arvit  .................................................  7:50 pm 
Havdala  ...........................................  8:04 pm 

 

Sunday, September 2nd 
Selihot  .............................................  6:30 am 
Shaharit ............................................  7:30 am 

 

Labor Day 
Monday, September 3rd 

Selihot ................................................  6:00 am 
Shaharit ..............................................  7:00 am 

(Continued on page 2) 

Rabbi’s Message 
 
I don’t typically find that stories in 
the “wellness” section of the news-
paper draw me in.  My top-heavy 
life tends to limit the time I have 
for any news, and subjects like 
disease and anxiety tend to in-
crease the stress levels that the articles recom-
mend reducing. While I often appreciate these 
sections when I am looking for this type of con-
tent, it works best when I am the seeker. 
 
Hence I was pleasantly surprised when an un-
solicited “wellness” article from a few years ago 
managed to engross me.  Penned by Linsday 
Holmes, a young new editor at the Huffington 
Post, it offered 11 Signs of A Genuine Friend-
ship.  It was noteworthy not for its depth or orig-
inality, but for accessibly capturing some im-
portant points about what a true friend really 
is.  I was also impressed that it came out only 9 
days before Parashat Ki Tavo, for you will soon 
see the parallels. 
 
The third aliya of Ki Tavo is about the “all’s 
well” side of a relationship.  It lays out an ide-
al world where God and the Israelites commit 
to each other.  We express our love by living 
out His Torah and making the world a better 
place.  He expresses His love by being our 
God and treasuring us.  Everyone gives some-
thing, everyone gets something, and everyone 
does it with their full heart. 
 
But jump ahead to the sixth aliya and there is a 
totally different story.  After a brief positive vision 

Parashat Ki Tavo 
Sixth Week of Consolation 

Torah:  Deut. 26:1–29:8,   122 Pesukim 
     Hertz 859–873;   Stone 1068–1085 
Haftara:  Is. 60:1–22 
     Hertz 874–877;   Stone 1201–1202 
Tefillot:  Morid Hatal 

of the benefits of this covenant, we hear pages 
upon pages of threats and curses that will come 
about if we don’t live up to our side of the bar-
gain. It is so harsh that the Hazan takes the 
aliya to shield the congregants, and he reads it 
quickly and softly.  How do we square this in-
tense severity with God’s self-portrayal as our 
loyal, patient mentor who yearns to accept our 
forgiveness? 
 
I happily found a good answer in tip #2 of Ms. 
Holmes’s Genuine Friendship article.  Citing 
mood disorder specialist Robert Rowney, she 
notes that true friends “call us out when we’re 
in the wrong.  [They identify our flaws] in a 
mindful manner not to be spiteful, but for ac-
countability’s sake. They’re able to point 
out some of the negative things you’re doing in 
addition to the positive.” 
 
In other words, God gives us these passages 
as a form of tokheha, the duty of waking a 
friend up to the idea that they are approaching 
a moral crisis.  Our experience shows that 
these curses do not always come true in the 
literal sense, allowing them to serve as a spiritual 
mirror in which we can perceive our worst po-
tential.  Once down the wrong path, it is really 
our own actions that will curse us, and God 
won’t need to exert Himself much.  But if we go 
back to Him in the spirit of the Haftarot of Con-
solation, we can be the coauthors of a much 
brighter future.  If He is reaching out to say that 
He’ll be the kind of friend in Ms. Holmes’s arti-
cle, I’ll take it:  keeping us humble, practicing 
forgiveness, and making us want to be better 
people. 

Join us for Selihot! 
Selihot are a great way to start the day!   
5:30 am on weekdays, 6:30 am Sundays. 



 

 

 

Tuesday-Friday, September 4th-7th 
Selihot .................................................  5:30 am 
Shaharit ..............................................  6:25 am 

 

Next Shabbat / Fri-Sat, September 7-8 
Shabbat Candle lighting ......................  6:52 pm 
Friday Minha  ......................................  6:30 pm 
Shaharit  .............................................  8:30 am 
Saturday Minha ...................................  6:15 pm 
Havdala  ..............................................  7:54 pm 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Refua Shelema 
Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron  

Sally Amron • Sylvia Cohen• Esther Duke  
 Mehry bat Miriam Hakimipour •Tilda Levy 

Yvonne Moalim• Florice Newberry 

Aliza bat Rahel • Aliza bat Victoria  

Arlette bat Rashel • Chaya Chana bat Batya  

Katie bat Farha • Malka bat Rahel  
Miriam bat Yetta • Miryam bat Malka  

Moshe Ezra ben MazalTov • Simcha bat Rooha  
Habiba bat Farha •  Meir Ezra ben Rahel 

Dina bat Rahel •  Chaya Rachel Bat Simcha 
Eti Esther bat Fortuna  

Mordecai ben Yaacov v’Joya 

 

In Memoriam 
We remember these yahrzeits from September 
1 to 8, 2018. We light memorial candles, donate 
tzedaka & attend Shabbat services to honor the 
memory of our loved ones. 

 

22 Elul / Sunday, September 2nd 
Violet Ezra 

Moselle Jacob Muzli bat Nuna 
 

24 Elul / Tuesday, September 4th 
Daisy Ezra Khazam bat Farha 

 

25 Elul / Wednesday, September 5th 
Yosef Acoca Yosef ben Nissim 

Sidney Jonah Sasson Ephraim ben Yonah 
Marsel Kemareh Marsel bat Shaul v’Gazala Levi 

Esmat Khalili-Naghdi Rahel bat Yonah 
 

26 Elul / Thursday, September 6th 
Hanina Levy Hanina Saleh Shamash bat Farha 

 

27 Elul / Friday, September 7th 
Ester Shamsi Ester bat Morvad 

 

28 Elul / Shabbat, September 8th 
Samuel Hallegua Shmuel ben Haim 
David Kelly David Shalom ben Silas 

Moshe ben Moondani 

Mazal Tov 
Margot Lurie & Gregory Sanders 

on your marriage 
 

Besiman Tov to 
Parents 

Judy and Fred Lurie 
Gertrude and David Sanders 

 

Siblings 
Louis, David, and Samuel Lurie 

 Eric (Rosemarie) Sanders 
 

Grandparents 
Rabbi Elias Levi, z’’l and Vera Levi 

  

 and all the extended family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Mazal Tov 
  

Dylan Yechiel Benhamou 
on your Bar Mitsva 

 

Besiman Tov to 
  

 Parents: Florette & Reuven Benhamou 
 

Siblings: Joey, Daniel, & Nicole 
 

Grandparents: 
Hazzan Sassoon Ezra 

Simcha Benhamou  
 

and all the extended family 

 

Help Our Shabbat Services  
Run Smoothly 

 

There is a great spiritual value in reading 
the Musaf Amida aloud with Birkat Kohanim 
on Shabbat.  When the priestly families ask 
God to bless our congregation during its 
maximum attendance, it is a favorable time 
for requests. 
 
To make this happen while still ending 
on time, we ask that . . . 
 
1) If you need to say a personal prayer 
such as a Hashkaba, Refua Shelema, or 
Birkat Hagomel, please ask for an Aliya for 
yourself or a male relative or friend.  All oth-
er blessings of this type will be read in full at 
Minha on Shabbat afternoon. 
 
2) Please tell us of your need as soon as 
you arrive – speak to Albert Nissan or Da-
vid Kohan.  Our Gabbaim will be avoiding 
Delugim, so asking early will make it more 
possible for you to get the mitsva. 
 
3) Please have the names ready in your 
mind or on a piece of paper when you get 
your Aliya.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


