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Rabbi’s Message

KOL MEVASSER

by Rabbi Raif Melhado

So many of the world’s great
accomplishments were built out of
the wreckage of past destruction.
We need look no further than
Vayera to see dramatic examples
of this: the Moabite and Amonite nations
were conceived in the ashes of Sodom, and
the Ishmaelites became a world power after
their patriarch was cast out and left for dead.
Even the ancient Kingdom of Israel was forged
from centuries of slavery – our ancestors casting off their shackles to conquer the land of
Canaan. Meanwhile its modern successor, the
State of Israel, arose after centuries of exile
and persecution failed to quench our thirst for
self-determination.
As a people that has tasted many tragedies, we
are perhaps more practiced at regeneration than
other nations. This is why some Jewish communities adopted the phoenix as their symbol,
since it always starts over at the moment it is
expected to die. Beresheet Rabba reports that
“Eve took the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil and fed it to the animals of the
land and air. They all obeyed her and ate except for one bird, which is called the phoenix
(literally, “Hol”). The House of Ribbi Yanai said:
‘its reward was to live for a thousand years,
after which it would descend from its nest and
burn itself up, leaving behind an egg-sized
portion that would grow limbs and regenerate’”
(19:5). The arresting image of the phoenix is
that being loyal to God gives us the strength to
regrow after the heat of the inferno.

As we rededicate the Mizrahie Sefer Torah this
Shabbat, we will be writing a hopeful new chapter in the history of a scroll that has been witness
to tremendous losses. When the parchment was
commissioned in 1931, a small Baghdadi Jewish
community in Surabaya, Indonesia could order
a Sefer Torah (via Singapore) from the 6,000strong Portuguese Jewish congregation in the
colonial mother city of Amsterdam. 20 years
later, little was left of that entire world: Nazis
had murdered 90% of the Sephardim in Holland,
a brutal Japanese invasion had left the Jews
in Surabaya and Singapore reeling, and their
Iraqi cousins were fleeing their native land en
masse. Globally, most states that hosted ancient
Sephardic communities had either allowed
them to be killed or created conditions leading
to their permanent departure. In a single
generation, the Sephardi world was dealt a
near-fatal cultural blow from which it never
really recovered.
Yet isn’t it moving that the Torah scroll itself
lives on to be used today? After losing so much,
it is inspiring to see that the family maintained it
in Surabaya as long as it could be used there,
and took it to their new home in Southern California when that was no longer possible. Its first
refurbishment brought God’s word to His people
at Kahal Joseph for over forty years, and now
that it needed a second refurbishment, the
family did not hesitate to step up to the plate
again. This Shabbat – despite the tragic losses
of the Iraqi, Surabayan, and Portuguese Jews –
an Iraqi Jewish community will host the rededication of a Surabayan Torah scroll, which will
be read by their Portuguese Rabbi. Now isn’t
that remarkable!

Parashat Vayera

Mizrahie Torah Rededication
Torah: Gen. 18:1–22:24, 147 Pesukim
Hertz 63–76; Stone 78–105
Haftara (§): II Kings 4:1–23
Hertz 76–78; Stone 1134–1135
Tefillot: Mashiv Haruah

Fall Minha Times

Until March, the Minha time on Saturday will
be exactly thirty minutes earlier than the
Minha time on Friday. For example, this
week Minha is at 5:30 pm on Friday and
5:00 pm on Saturday.

KJ Schedule
Erev Shabbat
Friday, October 26th

Candle lighting .................................... 5:48 pm
Minha .................................................. 5:30 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat & Arvit .................... 6:00 pm

Yom Shabbat
Saturday, October 27th

Shaharit .............................................. 8:30 am
Keriat HaTorah ................................. 10:15 am
Sermon ............................................. 11:20 am
Musaf ................................................ 11:30 am
Mizrahie Torah Rededication & Luncheon
Women’s Tehillim ............................... 4:00 pm
Minha ................................................. 5:00 pm
Seuda Shelisheet ............................... 5:45 pm
Arvit .................................................... 6:35 pm
Havdala .............................................. 6:50 pm
(Continued on page 2)

In Memoriam

Luncheon & Celebration
for the

Mizrahie Family Torah
are sponsored by
The Mizrahie
and Jonah Families
A special Torah from Surabaya, Indonesia
this scroll was brought to Kahal Joseph
by Rebecca and Saul Mizrahie.
Join us for celebratory psalms and songs
at services, & a festive Kiddush luncheon.
All are invited!

What is Portuguese
Pronunciation?
Of the 40 Sifre Torah housed at Kahal Joseph,
the Mizrahie scroll is the only one written
with Portuguese-style lettering. In honor of its
special “Western Sephardi” heritage, and
also his 23rd bar mitsva anniversary, Rabbi
Melhado will read the Parasha in the traditional pronunciation of Portuguese Jews.
Only a few synagogues in the world still
maintain this historic custom, so this guide
will explain why some words sound different
from what you’re used to:
 Bet is always pronounced “b,” even if it has

no daggesh.

= tob

 Gimel is pronounced “kh” when there is no

daggesh.

= minhakh

 Ayin is pronounced “ngayin,” as in the

English “ng” sound.

Mazal Tov

Jenni and Aaron Asher
on the birth of a baby girl

Talia Marie Asher

Besiman Tov to
Grandparents
Francoise Asher
Susan Thompson
and the whole extended family

= shemang

KJ Children’s Room
While children are always welcome
in the sanctuary, the playroom
upstairs is available every
Shabbat from 10 am to 12pm
for children needing a break or for
those too young to sit for very long.
Have questions or suggestions?
Talk to Rabbi or Jessica Melhado!

We remember these yahrzeits anniversaries from
October 27 to November 3, 2018. It is customary
to light memorial candles, donate tzedaka and attend Shabbat services to honor the memory of our
loved ones.
20 Heshvan / Monday, October 29th
Victoria Zeubaida Nissan Victoria Zeubaida bat Lulu
Esther Robbins Esther bat Matana
21 Heshvan / Tuesday, October 30th
Joshua Moses Yehoshua ben Ephraim Moshe
24 Heshvan / Friday, November 2nd
Yaacov Moshe ben Eliyahu

Refua Shelema

Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron • Sally Amron
Sylvia Cohen• Esther Duke • Mehry bat Miriam
Hakimipour •Tilda Levy • Yvonne Moalim
Florice Newberry • Aliza bat Rahel
Aliza bat Victoria • Arlette bat Rashel
Chaya Chana bat Batya • Katie bat Farha
Malka bat Rahel • Miriam bat Yetta
Miryam bat Malka • Moshe Ezra ben MazalTov
Simcha bat Rooha • Habiba bat Farha
Meir Ezra ben Rahel • Dina bat Rahel
Chaya Rachel Bat Simcha• Eti Esther bat Fortuna
Rahel bat Ramah Regina

(Continued from page 1)
Sunday, October 28th
Shaharit .............................................. 7:30 am
Talmud Torah ..................................... 9:45 am
Monday, October 29th-Friday, November 2nd
Shaharit .............................................. 6:25 am
Next Shabbat
Friday-Saturday, November 2-3
Candle lighting .................................... 5:41 pm
Friday Minha ....................................... 5:30 pm
Shaharit .............................................. 8:30 am
Saturday Minha................................... 5:00 pm
Havdala .............................................. 6:43 pm

