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Rabbi’s Message
We remember Moshe as the greatest of the Prophets, and the foremost
human who helped carry out God’s
plan for the Exodus. We remember
that he received God’s revelation,
and was the vehicle that God used to transmit
the Torah. We remember his patience, his
humility, his courage; basically anything good
about him.
What we wish very much to forget is that one of
Moshe’s first meaningful acts as an adult was
to kill a man. Strangely the Torah has very little
to say about this event, making it difficult to
form a moral evaluation. Is Moshe a murderer?
Was he acting in self-defense? There is a
yawning gap in the sources that we tend to
paint over with the righteousness of the rest of
his career.
Fortunately, the resource of Rabbinic literature
is available when we face problems like this.
The Aggadic Midrashim in particular tend to fill
in missing parts of the narrative, offering key
information that alters and improves our assessment of ambiguous passages in Scripture.
In Shemot Rabba (1:28), Our Sages fill in a rich
back story behind the Egyptian taskmaster and
the Israelite whom he was beating. According to
their account, the taskmaster cast a lecherous
eye on the wife of one of his Israelite officers.
Planning a tryst, he called the officer to work
before sunrise and impersonated him in the
bedroom while it was still dark. However, the
officer returned at sunrise to find his taskmaster

leaving the house, and the scheme was revealed.
Embarrassed that he had been caught, the taskmaster planned to beat the officer to death in the
field, and Moshe happened upon this scene in
Exodus 2:11-12. By divine Prophecy, God showed
him a vision of the taskmaster’s past affair and
future murder, urging Moshe to simultaneously
save a life and punish the adulterer.
While this source exonerates Moshe and puts
the moral decision-making on God, not all the
Sages gave him such a pass. In a minor
Aggada called “Midrash Petirat Moshe,” we find
Moshe arguing that he should be allowed to live
eternally for being so upstanding. Every time
God points out that other great figures among
the Prophets died eventually, Moshe claims that
he is more deserving than they! At the end of
this exchange, God reminds Moshe of the crime
of killing the Egyptian on his own initiative. In
a shocking departure from his usual humility,
Moshe retorts, “You killed every firstborn in
Egypt, yet I must die for killing a single Egyptian
man?!” God explains that only He has the power
and moral authority to decide life and death, and
Moshe is forced to accept his mortality.
I am glad that our tradition has the emotional
maturity to contain both of these options. The
first answer responds to our innate sense that it
is inappropriate to have a criminal in a position
of moral and social power. Yet the second
answer is not afraid to put the ball in Moshe’s
court and make him accountable for serious
failings. Ideally we should seek leaders whose
good example we can emulate, but when the
ugliness of the real world makes defective
leaders the norm, we have a vocabulary for the
challenges of maintaining our integrity.

Parashat Shemot
Torah: Ex. 1:1–6:1, 124 Pesukim
Hertz 206–224; Stone 292–317
Haftara (Iraqis): Ezek. 16:1–13
Handout; not in the Hertz or Stone
Tefillot: Mashiv Haruah
Reminder

This week, Minha times will begin moving later.
We try to adjust them in increments of fifteen
minutes so that we can keep them the same for
at least 2 weeks running.

KJ Schedule
Erev Shabbat
Friday, December 28th
Shabbat Candle lighting...................... 4:33 pm
Minha ................................................. 4:30 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat & Arvit.................... 5:00 pm
Yom Shabbat
Saturday, December 29th
Shaharit .............................................. 8:30 am
Keriat HaTorah ................................. 10:15 am
Sermon ............................................. 11:20 am
Musaf ................................................ 11:30 am
Women’s Tehillim ................ right after kiddush
Minha ..................................................
Seuda Shelisheet................................
Arvit ....................................................
Havdala ..............................................

4:00 pm
4:45 pm
5:25 pm
5:38 pm

Sunday, December 30th
Shaharit .............................................. 7:30 am
(Continued on page 2)

In Memoriam

Mazal Tov
Jennifer Reiz &
Efraim Keren
on your engagement

Shabbat Kiddush
is sponsored
in honor of
the engagement of
Jennifer Reiz &
Efraim Keren
by
The Reiz and Keren Families

Volunteers!
KJ Wants You
KJ needs individuals with data entry skills
to compile a database, using a provided
template, for azkara/yahrzeit information
collected from community records.
This task does not require being physically
present at Kahal. It may be completed
from your home, using your computer.
Skills required: familiarity w/Excel, ability
to pronounce/read Hebrew & English.
For information contact Rabbi Melhado at
rabbimelhado@kahaljoseph.org

We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries from
December 29, 2018 to January 5, 2019. We light
memorial candles, donate tzedaka & attend Shabbat services to honor the memory of our loved ones.
21 Tevet / Shabbat, December 29th
Solomon Reuben Shlomo ben Reuven D'loomy
Behejohn Yehudah Behejohn bat Yehudah

Besiman Tov
to

22 Tevet / Sunday, December 30th
Matooka Girjiyr Matooka bat Farha

Parents
Renee and Norman Reiz
Esther and Tzvika Keren

23 Tevet / Monday, December 31st
Kovkah Cohen Kovkah bat Yaakov Hacohen
Pinchas Khalili Pinchas ben Nissan
Emma Moses Amuma bat Farha

Grandparents
Senior Hazan Sassoon Ezra
Sylvia Reiz
and all the extended family

(Continued from page 1)
Weekdays
Monday, December 31st
Shaharit ............................................ 6:25 am
Civil New Year
Tuesday, January 1st
Shaharit ............................................ 7:00 am

Wednesday-Friday, January 2nd to 4th
Shaharit ............................................ 6:25 am
Next Shabbat
Friday-Saturday, January 4-5
Shabbat Candle lighting.................... 4:38 pm
Friday Minha ..................................... 4:30 pm
Shaharit ............................................ 8:30 am
Saturday Minha ................................ 4:00 pm
Havdala ............................................ 5:43 pm

24 Tevet / Tuesday, January 1st
Rev Moses Hai Abraham Moshe Hai ben Avraham
Louise Jacob Louise Jacob
Sulman Sheeri Sulman ben Yosef
Shather Shokri Shather bat Jacob

26 Tevet / Thursday, January 3rd
Ronnie Assia Ronnie ben Naji
27 Tevet / Friday, January 4th
Sassoon Elias Sassoon Elias
Stanley Feinberg Stanley ben Jesse
28 Tevet / Shabbat, January 5th
Maurice Zekaria Moshe ben Seon

Refua Shelema

Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron • Sally Amron
Sylvia Cohen• Esther Duke • Mehry bat Miriam
Hakimipour •Tilda Levy • Yvonne Moalim
Florice Newberry • Aliza bat Rahel• Aliza bat
Victoria • Arlette bat Rashel • Chaya Chana bat
Batya • Katie bat Farha• Malka bat Rahel
Miriam bat Yetta • Miryam bat Malka • Moshe
Ezra ben MazalTov • Simcha bat Rooha • Habiba
bat Farha • Meir Ezra ben Rahel• Dina bat Rahel
Chaya Rachel bat Simcha • Rahel bat Ramah
Regina• Eti Esther bat Fortuna

