
 

 

KOL MEVASSER 
27 Iyar 5779 

1 June 2019 

KJ Schedule  
 

Erev Shabbat 
Friday, May 31st 

Candle lighting ................................  7:40 pm 
Happy Minyan .................................  5:30 pm 
Minha ..............................................  6:00 pm  
Kabbalat Shabbat & Arvit ................  6:30 pm 
 

Yom Shabbat 
Saturday, June 1st 

Shaharit .........................................   8:30 am 
Keriat HaTorah..............................  10:15 am 
Sermon .........................................  11:20 am 
Musaf ............................................  11:30 am 
Women’s Tehillim ............................  6:00 pm 
Minha ..............................................  7:00 pm 
Se’uda Shelisheet ...........................  7:45 pm 
Arvit ................................................  8:30 pm 
Havdala...........................................  8:44 pm 
  

Yom Yerushalayim / Sunday, June 2nd 
Shaharit ..........................................  7:30 am 

 
Monday, June 3rd 

Shaharit ..........................................  6:25 am 

(Continued on page 2) 

Guest Message 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, redacted 
from Covenant & Conversation 
 
This week we read the Tochecha, 
the terrifying curses warning of 
what would happen to Israel if it 
betrayed its Divine mission. We 
read a prophecy of history gone 
wrong. If Israel loses its way  
spiritually, say the curses, it will lose physically, 
economically, and politically also. The nation will 
experience defeat and disaster. It will forfeit its 
freedom and its land. The people will go into  
exile and suffer persecution. Customarily we 
read this passage in the synagogue sotto voce, 
in an undertone, so fearful is it. It is hard to imag-
ine any nation undergoing such catastrophe and 
living to tell the tale. Yet the passage does not 
end there. In an abrupt change of key, we then 
hear one of the great consolations in the Bible: 
 
Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of 
their enemies, I will not cast them away, neither 
will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly and to 
break My covenant with them: for I am the Lord 
their God. But I will for their sakes remember the 
covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth 
out of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I 
might be their God: I am the Lord. (Vayikra 26:44-45) 
 
This is a turning point in the history of the human 
spirit. It is the birth of hope: not hope as a dream, 
a wish, a desire, but hope as the very shape of 
history itself, “the arc of the moral universe,” as 
Martin Luther King Jr. put it. God is just. He may 
punish. He may hide His face. But He will not 
break His word. He will fulfill His promise. He will 
redeem His children. He will bring them home.  

Parashat Behukotai 
End of Vayikra / Omer 42 

Torah:  Lev. 26:3–27:34,   78 Pesukim 
     Hertz 542–550;   Stone 708–723 
Haftara:  Jer. 16:19–17:14 
     Hertz 551–553;   Stone 1179 
Tefillot:  Morid Hatal, Hakhrazat 
     Sivan (Tue) 

Hope is one of the very greatest Jewish contribu-
tions to Western civilisation. Judaism is the 
“voice of hope in the conversation of humankind.” 
In the ancient world, there were ‘tragic cultures’ 
in which people believed that the gods were, at 
best, indifferent to our existence, at worst actively 
malevolent. Then there are secular cultures like 
that of the contemporary West in which the very 
existence of the universe, of human life and   
consciousness, is seen as the result of a series 
of meaningless accidents intended by no one 
and with no redeeming purpose. For the most 
part, the Hebrew Bible expresses a quite  
different view: that there can be change in the 
affairs of humankind. Judaism insists that the 
reality that underlies the universe is not deaf to 
our prayers, blind to our aspirations, indifferent to 
our existence. We are not wrong to strive to per-
fect the world, refusing to accept the inevitability 
of suffering and injustice.  
 
The key text is here at the end of the curses of 
the Tochecha. This is where God promises that 
even if Israel sins, it may suffer, but it will never 
die. It may experience exile but eventually it will 
return. It may undergo the most terrible suffering, 
but it will never have reason to despair. Israel 
may betray the covenant but God never will. No 
defeat is final, no exile endless, no tragedy the 
story’s last word. This was perhaps the greatest 
contribution of Judaism  
 
To be a Jew is to be an agent of hope. Every  
syllable of the Jewish story is a protest against 
escapism, resignation and the blind acceptance 
of fate. Jewish faith is written in the future tense. 
It is belief in a future that is not yet but could be, 
if we heed God’s call, obey His will and act  
together as a covenantal community. 



 

 

Refua Shelema 
Sassoon Ezra • Moselle Amron 

Sally Amron • Sylvia Cohen •Esther Duke  

Mehry bat Miriam Hakimipour•Tilda Levy  

Yvonne Moalim• Florice Newberry • Aliza bat Rahel  

Aliza bat Victoria •Chaya Chana bat Batya 

Katie bat Farha •Miriam bat Yetta  

Miryam bat Malka • Moshe Ezra ben MazalTov  

Simcha bat Rooha•Habiba bat Farha  

Chaya Rachel bat Simcha •Dina bat Rahel 

Rahel bat Ramah Regina •Karen bat Chana Meir 

Ezra ben Rahel •Eti Esther bat Fortuna 

Eliahu Shalom ben Avigayil 

 

In Memoriam 
We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries from June 1 to 
8, 2019. We light memorial candles, donate tsedaka, and 
attend Shabbat services to honor the memory of our loved 
ones. 

 

27 Iyar / Shabbat, June 1st 
Sassoon Elisha Sassoon Yoseph 

    

  28 Iyar / Sunday, June 2nd 
Hannah Sassoon Hannah Khatoon bat Mozelle Tov 
Joseph Hai Ezra Simon Yoseph Hai Ezra Shimon 

    

29 Iyar / Monday, June 3rd 
Rashel Maslavi Rachel bat Nuna 

    

1 Sivan / Tuesday, June 4th 
Ezra Shalom Avraham Ezra Shalom Avraham 

    

3 Sivan / Thursday, June 6th 
Abraham Blank Avraham ben Yaacov Dov 

George Sher Gedaliah Moshe ben Litman Hacohen 
 

4 Sivan / Friday, June 7th 
Victoria Cohen Victoria bat Hanina 

Pary Arnov Cohen Tzipora bat Rahel 
    

5 Sivan / Shabbat, June 8th 
Ezra Kelly Elias Levi Ezra Kadoori Eliyahu Levi 

Sara Moses Sara bat Sarah 
Turan Pourati Turan bat Aghajan 

Khodadad Zakariyaie Moshe Haim 

Rosh Hodesh Sivan / Tuesday, June 4th 
 Shaharit ......................................   6:05 am 

 

Wednesday-Friday, June 5th-7th 

 Shaharit ......................................   6:25 am 
 

Next Shabbat  / Erev Shavuot 
Friday-Saturday, June 7th-8th 

Shabbat Candle lighting ................  7:44 pm 
Happy Minyan / Minha ... 5:30 pm / 6:00 pm 
Shaharit ........................................  8:30 am 
Saturday Early Minha....................  1:00 pm 
Havdala (Kodesh Lekodesh) .........  8:48 pm 

(Continued from page 1) 

Tomb of the Prophet Ezekiel in the Iraqi village of 
Al-Chifel, a popular pilgrimage site on Shavuot. 

 

Shavuot is 
Next Weekend! 

 

Starting Motsa’e Shabbat 
Saturday, June 8th 

 

Highlights of KJ’s Shavuot schedule 
are on page 3. The full schedule and 
rsvp’s for Tikkun Lel Shavuot Dinner 

are available online at: 
 

www.kahaljoseph.org/shavuot.html 



 

 



 

 


