25 Adar 5780

Rabbi’'s Message
By Rabbi Natan Halevy Bsd

Shalom to all. We find ourselves in a
very challenging time which has created ==
a big upheaval for our entire world. Our 588
tradition speaks about the power of
prayers from the Community; they don't
return empty-handed from Hashem.
One powerful prayer in Tehillim from King David is
Psalm 23. Many people say this every Shabbat during
Kiddush, and it is especially relevant for us during
these times.

Tehillim, Psalm 23

A song of David. Ad-nai is my shepherd; | shall not want.
He causes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads
me beside still waters.

He restores my soul; He leads me in paths of rightdrop-
pable-1584724439040eousness for His name's sake.
Even as | walk in the valley of the shadow of death, |
will fear no evil for You are with me; Your rod and Your
staff, they comfort me.

You set a table before me in the presence of my adver-
saries; You anointed my head with oil; my cup overflows.
May only goodness and kindness pursue me all the
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of Ad-nai
for length of days.

| wanted to share a few ideas that have some relevance
to the current health situation that the entire world is
facing. On Purim, we read the Megillah of Esther. In the
verse that starts “vekibel hayehudim,” we are told “and
the Jews accepted upon themselves what they had
begun to do.” We learn that what the Jewish people
“accepted” was the Torah. Although we had received
the Torah earlier on Mount Sinai, we fully received it on
Purim. Why is this so? On Purim we received the Torah
in @ more internal and real way. On Purim we were
physically threatened as a nation. Haman wanted to
destroy our bodies. As a nation, retaining our faith in G-d
and the Torah at this time, knowing we might perish
soon, was truly a sacrifice that came from our souls.

On Mount Sinai the Torah was almost forced on our
nation. Some commentaries say that it was as if Hashem
suspended the mountain on top of the nation, and said
‘if you do not receive the Torah, | will drop this moun-
tain on you.” We had little choice in the matter. On a
deeper level, the suspension of the mountain signified
G-d overwhelming the nation with spiritual revelation.
The experience was so powerful that there was no way
we could say no, as it was so immediate.

However, this powerful revelation did not penetrate our
nation on all levels of our beings. On Purim, since we
were physically threatened as a nation with annihila-
tion, we were brought to a higher level of connection
with the Torah and with Hashem.

The Zohar states that Hashem, the Torah, and the people
of Israel are three entities that intertwine and connect.
This teaching has relevance in our current time. As in
the times of Purim, we are really being brought closer
to Hashem as our faith is being tested and this is lifting
us higher in our spiritual service. By staying strong and
steadfast in our faith, we bring the blessing of Hashem
into our lives, and upon our entire community.

This ties into the Torah portion, Vayakhel. There, it
states, “And Moses gathered all of the congregation of
the children of Israel.” The Torah hints at the challenge
of gathering everyone together. Our rabbis said it
should have taken many days for Moshe to work to
gather over 600,000 people together. However, it is
known Moses had trumpets he used to gather the
nation together. If he would blow one trumpet, the
leaders of the tribe would come to him. If he blew two
trumpets, then the entire congregation would gather.

So why was it difficult for him to gather all the people?
The answer is, it wasn'’t difficult to gather the bodies
together. The difficulty was bringing everyone together
and bringing them closer in mind and spirit. The word
used in Hebrew for ‘congregation’ is ‘edat.’ The letters
can be re-formed to spell ‘daat,” which means
‘knowledge.” Moshe was working hard to bring our
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Kahal Joseph Closed
until further notice

Dear members and friends,

In accord with state guidelines and with the
CDC'’s guidelines for social distancing, all
religious prayer services (minyanim) and
programs at Kahal Joseph are suspended. The
synagogue will be closed until further no-
tice. The office is closed as well.

It is important that we help mitigate the spread
of the corona virus. Reducing contact is the
best way to protect older members of our
community, women who have just given birth,
and others at heightened risk of severe illness.

I know this step is very difficult for many of our

congregants. | ask all to safeguard our families,
vulnerable individuals, our community, and the

health of our city by doing what is right.

“This too shall pass.” | hope and pray that
Hashem keeps us and our families safe during
these challenging times.

Yvette Dabby, President

minds and spirits together. So too, in these chal-
lenging times, we work on staying united with our
families and strengthening our minds and spirits
as one, as a community, for Hashem.

Our unity brings abundant joy to Hashem, because
the greatest joy for a parent is seeing their
children getting along harmoniously together.

As it says, "Hashem saw no greater vessel for a
blessing than 'Shalom'—'peace.' In the merit of
our peace as a nation, may we all be blessed
with abundant health and a blessed Shabbat.
Shabbat Shalom.
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Refua Shelema

Sassoon Ezra e« Moselle Amron
Sally Amron ¢ Sylvia Cohen

Esther Duke » Mehry bat Miriam Hakimipour

Tilda Levy ¢ Yvonne Moalim
Florice Newberry ¢ Aliza bat Rahel

Aliza bat Victoria « Chaya Chana bat Batya

Katie bat Farha « Miriam bat Yetta

Miryam bat Malka « Moshe Ezra ben Mazal Tov

Habiba bat Farha ¢ Dina bat Rahel
Chaya Rachel bat Simcha Ruhama
Rahel bat Ramah Regina
Karen bat Chana Meir ¢ Ezra ben Rahel
Eti Esther bat Fortuna
Eliahu Shalom ben Avigayil
Albert Nissan ben Victoria
Mark Jonah e David ben Tova
Reuven Halevi ben Batsheva
Joseph Sassoon
Yosef Haim ben Aharon Elisha

Join our community
in the

‘Yedid Nefesh’

Porch Singalong

Erev Shabbat
Friday, March 20th
7:00 PM

Click HERE for lyrics

In Memoriam
We remember these yahrzeit anniversaries from
March 21 to 28, 2020. We light memorial candles, give
tsedaka, and attend Shabbat services to honor the
memory of our loved ones.

25 Adar / Shabbat, March 21st
Rivka Blank Rivka bat Sarah Hannah
Gamra Dallal
Sarah bat Gurjiyee

26 Adar / Sunday, March 22nd
Moses Solomon Noah Moses ben Shlomo Noah
Yaghoub Partiyeli
Salomon Emquies Shlomo ben Messod

27 Adar / Monday, March 23rd
Elias M. Judah Eliyahu Hayim ben Meir Yehuda
Achajal Aghalar Nisim ben Yaacov
Saul K. Masliah Shaul ben Hacham Moshe Yakob

28 Adar / Tuesday, March 24th
Moshe Haim Navid
Tefaha Perry Tefaha bat Salima
Rahmatollah Rahamim

29 Adar / Wednesday, March 25th
Tefara Menashe Tefara bat Ezra
Lulu Raymond Lulu bat Matooka
Mordechai Sarraf Mordechai ben Yehudah

1 Nisan / Thursday, March 26th
Loftollah Nassi
Clara Saltoon Gazala bat Ester
Yona ben Yona
Sydique Charlie Zakoo Sadik Salah ben Ezra Halevi

2 Nisan / Friday, March 27th
Sharlo Benbeniste Shlomo ben Moshe
Aaron Eliyahu Aharon Yosef Eliyahu ben Amouma
Sarina Levy Sara bat Khatoon

3 Nisan / Shabbat, March 28th
Hilwa Farha Ezair Hilwa Farha bat Tiffahah
Jalal Kohan Jalal ben Netanel Hakohen
Naim Sassoon Naim ben Sasson



http://www.zemirotdatabase.org/view_song.php?id=24
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/13tcJLg_8xmyELWDWVl-iNWkc-LMP7_Nv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13tcJLg_8xmyELWDWVl-iNWkc-LMP7_Nv/view?usp=sharing

